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Succeeded by 
The Honorable Alexander Poynton, 0.B, E (4th F shennan 1920). 
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** Resigned office, 31st January, 


Minister for Defence .. 
Minister for Repatriation 
Minister for Works and Railway 3 


Minister for Home and Territories 


Minister for Trade and Customs 


Postmaster-General .. i a 
Vice-President of the Executive Council . 


Honorary Minister et 

27th March, 1918. 2 
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1919. tT ‘Appointed. 4th February, 1920. hws Resigned 3rd February, 1920.——tTTt Resignation 
office gazetted, 15th June, 1920. *4#* Appointed 28th July, 1920. 
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shy scien ee 


es. (Hon. Sir Elliot 
hi n).—The honorable member for 


der of the sitting. 
Committee: 


. CUNNINGHAM (Quydin), [10.39]. 
egister my emphatic protest against 
“payment of any money in circum- 
ces such as are now under discussion, 
use I consider such payments unjus- 
fiable to the people of Australia. They 
hould not be required to find money for 
1 purpose indicated by the Prime Minis- 
- himself when he used the phrase, 
“lawyers have got away with the boodle.” 

_ 1é must be enlightening to the people to 
ow that, as the result of the failure 
nal Prime Minister to hold his 
ue, they have been called upon 
“boodle”. to’ lawyers. 
been an expenditure of 
ousands of pounds. N obody knows 
at the total amount is going to be. 
eee Minister contends that the 









“out: but there ‘has been more 
"diplomacy and more © smother- 

_ connexion with this Par- 
in connexion with any 
Parliament in the world. It is 
awing back teeth to get even the 
meagre information in regard to 
of the greatest. concern to the 
2 of | Australia. ieee we had an 
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ether too much “of cre going on in 
2 Owing to the operation 
Var eae Act, _discus- 





Gabb, J. M. nals iM 


wee side c of Palen: por she poopie, of 


urne Ports is suspended for the re- | 
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Australia have not been able to ascertain — 
what has been done with the money to 
pay the costs of this case, all due to the 
bungling and blundering of this N ational “ 4 
Administration. ahi: 
Sir Josepax Coox Whee are you a 
going to.stop your abuse? oe 
Mr. OUNNINGHAM. — The ‘toes : 
surer, as a representative of the Govern- bs 
ment, does not like to be reminded of 
these facts. Let me also tell him that, so — 
far as Interjections are concerned, he 48: 


the worst offender in this Hopse:: He 
sets a very bad example. ML} 
The CHAIRMAN. (Hon. J, Bo te : 
Chanter) ——Order! Bis ae ee 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM, — he ne | 


surer does not like to be reminded of the 
fact that the people of Australia have 
been “ bull-dozed,” because he has not 
exercised proper control over his Depart. 
ment. 


‘Sir JoserH Coox.—More abuse! > 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—It is Doctiee 
of this smothering-up that honorable 
members on this-side of the House have 
to fight, in order to see that justice is 
done, and in order that the people may — 
ascertain what is the real position. No- 
body knows what is the state of our. 
finances to-day, because of the nee : 
dark policy of this Government, backed — 
up by the great majority of members — 
who are not prepared to give a fair deal 
in Fegard to many matters that come be- : 
fore this Parliament. Nobody can say 
what this Merton versus Hughes case has 
cost the people of Australia. Nobody » 
knows what it is going to cost. I feel 
very strongly in regard to this matte 
because there has been a continual 
eee eee of public expen citi 
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find out how this expenditure te i 
incurred, and who benefits from it. T 
is altogether wrong. i 
made on my character to-night ts 
Prime Minister, and I tell him— : 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! — 
Maton 2 CUN NINGHAM. —T 
















House 1 





By 


6280. ; Estimates | 

The CHATRMAN. Conder 
orable member must not indulge in these 
personalities. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM. — I tell the 
Prime Minister that I am not going to 
take this attack upon my character 

The COHAIRMAN.—Order! 
‘asked the honorable member to keep away 
from personalities, but he has deliberately 
referred to the Prime Minister again. 





Mr. Parker Moroney. — But the 
Prime Minister started it. 
The CHATRMAN.—Order! The hon- 


orable member for Hume is out of order. 


Mr. Parker Motonry.—Of course, I 
know that. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I again appeal to 
honorable members to presérve the dig- 
nity of the Committee. I ask them not 
to continue making defiant statements 
when called to order by the Chair, and 
not to indulge in personalities. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—TI have no de- 
sire to defy you, Mr. Chairman, or to in- 
fringe the rules of this House, but I tell 
you, sir, that no man is going to make 
an assault on my character without my 
defending it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I have to take 
up this attitude because of the attack 


made on me by the Leader of the Govern-’ 


ment. > 

The CGHAIRMAN.—_Order!’ I direct 
the honorable member to discontinue his 
speech. The question is, “ That the item 
be reduced by £1.” 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
{10.45].—I can understand the disap- 
pointment of honorable members ‘oppo- 
site at the discovery of this mare’s nest 
on last year’s Estimates. 

Mr. Parker Motonry.—lIt is not on 

last year’s Estimates at all. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Their sug- 
gestion that there has been an attempt 10 
-eonceal and cover up certain expenditure 
is entirely spoiled by the admission of 
the honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan) that when some time ago he 
asked a question of the Treasurer (Sir 
‘Joseph Cook) with regard to this matter 
he was told that it was in the Attorney- 
_ General’s Department. . He then allowed 
the matter to drop. 
ioehy Ryan.—No, he did not. 


@. 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES i 


z 
The hon- 


‘Clerk. 
I have 


_buked by the tiie of el su b 






















Mr. Ryan.—That is ire incorrec 


ae as we shall ae toanlernase as ae 
sult of what has happened to- eh 
debate to-night is reminiscent. of a 


Pane has nedhing to do with the case ns 
Amendment negatived. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 


Motion that progress 
agreed to. 


ter) iy IE renoribe progress I aibitie 
like to appeal, as calmly as poe me 
honorable members al 
Mr. Parker Motonzy.—What is this 
an apology ? hs 
The CHAIRMAN.—The tose 
member for Hume has ce de: 
come offensive again. se 
Mr. Parker Moronny.—lI did not les 
what you said. 





leaders and ex- leaders of parties, toa 
the Chair in the conduct’ of busiz 
They may believe that they are 1 
position to judge as well as the occu 
of the chair what is taking place, 
that is not so. The Chairman is in : 
altogether different position. It is his 
duty to preserve order in debate on bo 
sides, but it is impossible for the Ch 
man to do that and preserve the dig 
of the Committee if he is to be tre 
as the Chairman has been treated 
night. I have had thirty-five years. 
parliamentary experience, and never 
fore have I heard language used, u 











ee Adjournment. 


any plas I had to listen to ie aiehitn I 
_ therefore make an appeal to honorable 









As ott work on the next day of sitting, 
they refrain from interjections and per- 
 sonalities, which always lead to disorder. 
_ 1 hope that we shall have no more such 
of iim as that we have witnessed to- 


ee: suffered the penalty. 


ie 


Progress reported. 





ADJOURNMENT. 
_ DEPORTATION OF SHROEDER. 


Motion (by Mr. Hucues) proposed— 


_ That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.52].—I wish 
to hear from the Assistant Minister for 
ee (Sir Granville Ryrie) a statement 
rat _ regarding a case about which I - have 
: ~ spoken to him, the person concerned be- 
Ue or eae understand, a constituent of the 
_ honorable member for East Sydney (Mr. 
_ West), who is absent with the Finance 
Committee. A man named Shroeder was 
interned in 1915, and because of his in- 
ternment his wife is taking proceedings 
against him for divorce on the ground of 
desertion. He is being deported, and 
pus being prevented from defending the 
_ ease. I ask the Minister whether, in view 
t of this fact, his deportation may be sus- 
_ pended for a time to nek of him making 

a a defence. 


‘Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (North Syd- 
_ ney—Honorary Minister) [10.53].—There 
is no chance of the deportation decision 
_ being reversed. Shroeder’s case has hung 
"_ ©n so long, because he has made excuses 
_ from time to time for remaining in Aus- 
tralia. He has been on parole to report 
himself, and has broken his word. Now, 
at the last minute. he asks to be permit- 
ted to remain longer in Australia, be- 
i cause of the proceedings taken against 
‘him in the Divorce Court by his wife. I 
bee D now. some of the facts, which I shall not 

; aioe here, and I assure the honorable 
¢ _™member that there is nothing to warrant 
us in allowing Shroeder to remain in the 
my country any longer. It would not be to 
any one’s benefit for him to stay here, 
Ng and he will be deported within the next 










Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 10.54 p.m. * 
ke i LLB 
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Senate. 


Friday, 5 November, 1920. 


—— 


The Presipenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m., and 
read prayers. 


PASSPORTS BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 
presentatives, with amendments. 


Motion (by Senator Pearce) agreed 
to-——- 

That so much of the Standing and Sessional 
Orders be suspended as would prevent the mes- 


sage being at once considered and all conse- 
quent action taken. 


ATR NAVIGATION BILL. 
Sreconp READING. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [11.4]-——In movy- 
ing— 

That this Bill be now read a second time, 


I ask honorable senators, in view of the 
fact that we shall not be sitting’ next 
week, to recognise the necessity for pass- 
ing it through all its stages, if possible, 
to-day. The present position in Australia 
is that there is practically no law in ex- 
istence relating to aerial navigation other 
than the police laws of the States. With 
the progress that is being made in avia- 
tion here that is an extremely undesirable 
and dangerous state of affairs. To-day 
a person is at liberty to fly in any kind 
of machine whatsoever. ‘That machine 
may be absolutely unsafe, it may have 
undergone no test, and yet, in respect of 
civil aviation, a man may not only fly 
in it, but may also carry passengers. 
When we reflect that a motor-driver is 
required to pass an examination and to 
obtain a licence before being permitted to 
drive any motor vehicle, we must re- 
cognise, especially in view of the greater 
risks that are attendant upon 4ir trafiic, 
how essential it is that at the earliest 
possible moment this traffic should be re- 
gulated. Up to date the Commonwealth 
Government have not placed anything in 





_ basis., We are just. wow inviting appli- 
-ecants for the position of Controller of 
- Oiyil Aviation. Consequently, we are 
‘not yet in a position to initiate any de- 
-parture from the legislation which has 
been enacted in other parts of the world 
concerning aerial navigation. We know 
that other countries have passed legis- 

_ lation in respect of this subject—legis- 
lation which has been tested and. which 
has proved efficacious. Therefore, the 

/ ¢Government feel that the best course for 
them tv follow is to bring down a Bill 
empowering them to make regulations 
_ similar to those which are in existence 


in the United Kingdom, but with such. 


alterations as may be necessary to meet 
our somewhat different circumstances. 
_ Later on, after a Controller of Civil Avi- 
ation has been appointed, and in the light 
of the experience which we shall then 
‘have gained, we shall be able to 
_ bring down a more comprehensive Bill 
oe dealing with this subject. One of the 
difficulties encountered at present is that 
at the time our Constitution was 
H framed aerial navigation was not thought 
OE. Consequently, there is no provision 
in it which directly confers upon 
hs Commonwealth the power to cocn- 
ie trol aviation. It is held, however, 
by high legal authorities, that the Com- 
monwealth possesses this powe’, 
_ through its trade and commerce power, 
and partly through its defence power. 
But, lest there should be any doubt upon 
! ‘the point, it was brought before the State 
_ Governments, who at once recognised 
that this is essentially a subject for 
Federal control; that it would be impos- 
sible to create artificial State boundaries 
in the air; that it is desirable that any 
legislation upon this matter should be of 
a uniform character, and should be cen- 
2 - traliaed. 
Senator R. Srorrizr Gurariz.—Will 
aviation be an absolute Government mono- 
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and | Hobart? 
_ Senator PEARCE.—That matter is not 
dealt with in the Bill. At the present 













prise, and i in some cases thes are carry- 
ing” both passengers and parcels. There 
is no legislation governing them. 


- regard se air navigation upon a en eat 


partly’ 


_ poly, for instance, as between Melbourne 


time there are cage Soni in Sy Common. 


essential that there should be some 


ditions. 


; 


ee ATE 
that ia Bill Huleial to ae Lie to enable | 















































fepulate and location that ses ui 


to carry passengers. 
is it that aviators should be s te 
some examination regarding their q 
fications, and possibly also regarding 
physical condition. At present 
no power to provide for that. — 
vernment, therefore, have introdu 
Bill, which will empower them to 
regulations dealing with these mat 
We propose to adopt the reg 
which are in force in the United 
dom, with such modifications as ar 
viously necessary to meet our local 
At a Conference of Sta 

miers recently a resolution was 
affirming that they would bring forw 
Bills conferring upon the Co 


regard. There are only ee qualifica 
attaching to that decision, a qualifi 


which, of course, is essential 
qualification providing that, any 
shall have the right to own aero 


Bill has been prepared by the> Ne 
Wales "ibeebegyatt upon whom th 


now Thefone us. bas. 
Senator R. SrorRie Gunns 
pose that one State will not agree 
that. legislation ? - 
Senator PEARCE. SAT the 


orable senators may be disposed 
quire what benefits we anticipate 
from the passing of this measu: 
bably it will induce the States 
earlier action than they would 
take. I have already sai 
propose to appoint a Gon tro 
Civil. Aviation. e 






























































e able ee secure hie services of 
It will be his duty to 


grain etn on ‘of the regula- 
and also the drawing up of con- 


ines and of. “pilots. In other 
his duties in regard to aerial navi- 
4 be similar to those which are 


og oS the Gores that the de- 
at of eivil aviation in the Com- 


The more we 
a aviation, and the more 
pilots, and mechanics we 


Be couiaes Geils aaiation it: will 
ess pLiove the Commonwealth of a 
n military aviation 
mexion with its Permanent Forces. 
aviation may 
2 faked up with civil aviation, the 


e ry upon the Defence as cil of Roa. 
m. This will not confer on that Council 
mtrol of civil aviation, but it will give 
Céntroller of Civil Aviation a voice 
e he aviation of the Common- 
1. It will thus create a Kaison be- 
is ‘these two branches; it will co- 
ite them, and it will lead to economy 
» the development to the fullest pos- 
le extent of civil aviation within the 
onwealth. 

ralia was a party to. an Interna- 
Convention which dealt with the 
of air control from the interna- 
lewpoint. I have in my hand a 
that Convention, which was signed 
3 on the 13th October, 1919. Ire 
ed the Commonwealth at the Con- 
and signed*on its behalf. The 
-matter embraces _ 
dis it 18. interesting to examine the lists 
eRe which were represented, 

are as” follow :— | 

Great 


me a, Belgium, ‘Helwan ‘Brazil, 


New Zealand, ,India, China, Cuba, 
Honduras, ~ ‘Ttaly, Japan, — Liberia, 
Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, 
erbs, Croats and. Slovenes, Siam, 


‘ i be data Uruguay. 


a very wide 


in. and Treland, Canada, ‘Australia, South 


France, Hellenes, Guatemala, Haiti, 


> The: ators dealt wide uy ile Curiven Gad pe 
are indicated under the following heads 
ings: ate, . ‘ 4 ij eae 4 

Nationality of aircraft; A OA of aire ah 
worthiness and competency; rules to be ob- 
served on departure, when under way, and on 
landing; prohibited transport; International — 
Enaniiaeien for air navigation; table of — 
marks; rules as to lights; rules as to signals; ie 
rules of the air; rules for air traffic on and ~ 
in the vicinity of aerodromes; minimum i 
qualifications necessary for obtaining certi- — 
ficates as- pilots and navigators; international — 
aeronautical maps and ground ma Das git 
Tt will be seen that the main items n 
deemed necessary for the control of air — 
navigation have now been made the sub- — 
ject of an international agreement. ‘This es 
latter lays down the minimum require-_ 
ments. Any national signatory to the 
Convention may make more stringent re- . 
gulations if it so wishes. It can have a } 
more exacting set of conditions, but the — 
various nations mentioned have agreed 10 bs 
these minimum conditions. 

Senator R. SrorRiz Gurarie.—In 
Australia we can say that no pilot shall 
be licensed unless he is an Australian? 


Senator PEARCE.—We can say that 
no pilot shall have a licence unless he 
is a Presbyterian. There is no limita- — 
tion, but there are certain minimum con- 
ditions to which we have subscribed, and 
by which we must abide. The very fact 
of the Convention having been held 
affords the srctealiek indication yee this. 
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States should have their repeasen ities 
separately attending a Convention anon 
as was held in-Paris. Australia ca ee 
speak with one voice. 

#While, for the present, intentional ie 
flying does not affect Australia to the — 
same extent as it does the United King- 
dom and France, where planes are ‘pass- 
ing to and fro daily and many times 
day, the flight of Sir Ross Smith and % 
companions, and, later, of Lieutens 
Parer and McIntosh, demonstrated tha ; 
Australia is within ‘the scope of | ‘inter- 
national ‘flying; and, with the greater 1e 
velopments which one is bound to an 
cipate, it is quite possible that before . 
many years regnlar air services will have. 4 
‘been established between Aust ae 
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- seareely ‘iol: <a a newspaper - in which | ‘ 


concerning aviation in Australia, reveal- 
ing a danger owing to the jack of 
oe regulation of air traffic. Aerodromes 
are established and landing grounds 
_ @re marked out; but, apart from | the 
i ordinary police power resting in the 
_ various States, there is no authority 
_ to prevent people from getting in 
the way of aeroplanes. 
_ thing to prevent a machine from landing 
amongst, or in the vicinity of, a crowd. 
_ I read some time ago,of a case where a 
throng numbering several thousands had 
assembled in a provincial town where an 
aviator was giving a display for purely 

advertising purposes. He deliberately 





and eventually there was an accident. 
His machine crashed and crippled two of 
- the spectators. There is no authority in 
‘Australia at present vested with power 





Nok: control and intervention. That lack 
should be remedied at the earliest 
possible moment. There are young 





enthusiasts in the Commonwealth of an 
- adventurous turn of mind; the develop- 
| ment. of aviation has naturally turned 
their attention to that field of endeavour. 
_ Here, however, there is a prolific source 
_ of danger. For example, some six months 
_ ago a young fellow communicated with 
ihe Defence Department asking for in- 
formation and for certain supplies to 
assist him in completing the manufacture 
of an aeroplane which he and a comrade 
‘were constructing. One of our officers 
was despatched to examine the machine. 
It was the intention of the young in- 
 -ventor to fly it during the following week. 
_ He was not deterred by the fact that he 
_ had never been up in an aeroplane before. 
As a matter of fact, his contrivance was 
an absolute menace. It is possible that 
4 he may have got up into the air with it, 
but Se is practically. certain that he would 
.. have speedily returned to earth and killed 
himself, as well as, possibly, others who 
were witnessing his demonstration. | To- 











Bee power existing, to prevent that, kind of 
_ thing. I might add that this young man 










e carry } passengers. 
‘ It may be argued that hes is an ob- 


be there is not reference to some incident > Sonne dota with « ° 


There is no-. 


Hew close over the heads of the people, ' 


day there is nobody authorized, and no 


oo to the officer that it was his in- 


‘3 ection. to this Bill in that. it does nob! 
Le ssi ingest a power i 

























































proper advice, to™ 
stage, the severe. of. a 
sive Bill; 


covered by the gaveces 
power is here sought to ado 
regulations. 
orable senators that all reg 
be laid on the table of the Pag 
in the ordinary way, and ie a 
them may be obj pcted to. 


Bill read a second time. 
In Committee: 


Clauses 1 to 3. agreed to. A am 
‘Clause 4 (Power to give fect bess 
vention). Be 


Senator R. 
know if the provisions of tne ‘con 
have been laid on the table of the § 
If not, are ey available to ho 


SEBS Puaube Ven they ha: f 
circulated to all honorawie senator 


[11.26].—Will the regulations provid 
the registration of private aeroplane 
so, is it proposed that there shall | 
charged? And, further, if there 
such a charge,. will the revenue go 0 the 
respective States in which the m 

have been registered ? ont 


Senator PEARCE ( Western hae : 
Minister for Defence) [11/27].— 
will, undoubtedly. be vrovision fo 
tration, and I assume that there w 
fee éharged: just as in the case o 
registration of motor cars, I d 
think, however, that the money Ww 
to the various States, Seeing thi 
Commonwealth is to bear the expe 
the administration of its Act, I ° 
that any revenue will be Common 
revenue. M 

Senator pr Larcre.—Will thes 

tions extend to the control on ai SI 
well as aeroplanes? | 
~ Senator PEARCE pats) 
ployed in the provisions of th 
tion is ‘‘ aircraft,” which incl 
kind of craft which travels 
air. 
_ Clause agreed to ee 
ia Title agreed’ to.) 4) it 










” 








aI Boe ee 


eee att 


~ Customs 





} Standing ‘and Sessional Orders sus- 
be pended. 
_ Motion (by Senator PEARCE) pro- 


‘i TR this Bill be now read a third time. 
Senator KEATING (Tasmania) 
a. 29|.—Has the subject of air naviga- 
tion been dealt with by the Common- 
wealth and State authorities, and is there 
any likelihood of conflict arising between 


them regarding control of air-flight over 


an individual State? 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [11.30].—I have 
explained that the question was brought 
forward at a recent Premiers’ Conference, 
at which a resolution was agreed to 
pledging the States to consent to Com- 


- mionwealth control, subject to certain re- 
"servations, one of which is that it should 


not interfere with the right of any State 
_ to own aviation machines. Subsequently 
New South Wales was delegated to draft 
an enabling Bill, which has been sub- 
mitted to and accepted by the Common- 


6 wealth, and the States have now under- 


_ taken to pass this legislation at the earliest 
possible moment. This Bill provides that 
the Act may be brought into effect by 
- proclamation when any State passes the 


. ey enabling Bill. 


» Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a third time. 


CUSTOMS BILL. 
£econD READING. 


Debate resumed from 4th Novem- 
_ ber (vide page 6163), on motion by Sena- 


“> tor Russetr— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (West- 


"ern Australia) [11.32]—When I asked 


leave yesterday to continue my remarks 
on this Bill, I was under the impression 
that the verdict of the High Court in 
Stewart v. Robinson would be de- 
_livered this morning. Immediately the 
Senate rose yesterday I made inquiries, 
with a view to getting the earliest pos- 
sible information as to the terms of the 
judgment, but ascertained that it will not 
be delivered until the Court meets in 
hh which, I understand, will be some 
- time next week. Consequently we are no 
"Ng _ further advanced to-day than we were 
“yesterday, and JI hesitate to go on when, 


a at the very best, consideration of the Bill 


es Rent ay be based on uncertain premises. 
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Yesterday I ventured the opinion, which 
I still hold, that the Minister for Customs 
(Mr. Greene) is wrong in his interpreta- 
tion of the law with regard to Customs 
duties. 

Senator Kratrina.—That is, the present 
law. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKiMAN,—Yes. 
Since I understand that there is no im- 
mediate urgency for the passing of this 
measure, and that it is doubtful if amend- 
ing legislation will be required, and in 
view of the fact that the Senate will be 
meeting the week after next, I again ask 
leave to continue my remarks. 

Senator Russett.—No. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — I 
regret that the Minister has not assented 
to my request. The position now is that 
we, aS a Senate, are compelled to give 
consideration to a Bill on very meagre in- 
formation. ‘The matter is being contested 
in the High Court, and we ought to have 
the judgment of that Court before us 
when we are considering an alteration of 
the existing law. At all events, we should 
know what is the law before we attempt 
to alter it. 

Senator Kearina.—lIt is ten to one that 
the High-Court will say that it does not 
need altering. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — 
That is my contention. I listened to 
the arguments in the case before the High 
Court, and have come to the conclusion 
that the Court will decide that there is no 
occasion for any alteration of the law as 
indicated in this Bill. I have no doubt 
that the High Court will say that the in- 
terpretation of the law by the Minister 
for Customs is wrong, and that conse- 
quently the alteration of the law as now 
proposed is based on false premises. 

‘Senator Baxuapr.—The honorable sena- 
tor. contends that if the existing law is 
deemed by the High Court to be sufficient, 
this Bill will be superfluous ? 

Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN. —To 
a great extent, yes. : 

Senator R. Srorrm Gurarm.—But you 
are prophesying upon what the High 
Court will do. 

* Senators DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — I 
want to be certain what is the existing © 
law. At present I am in the unfortunate 
position that I have continued the debate, — 
and if I resume my seat I shall not be 
able to make any further comment upon 


principal Allies in the late war, 


on the part 
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the Bill except in Committee. I under- | Senator PEARCE (Western Austr 


 gtand the attitude of the Government to 


be that Australia has deliberately adopted 
the policy of Protection with certain 
preferences to Great Britain, and has 
determined that France and Italy, our 
and 
particularly France, shall at least have 
the’ very best trading advantages with 
Australia. This Bill is an attempt 
of .the Government to 
give effect to that policy, the principles 
of which,’ according to the interpretation 
of the law by the Minister, are not effec- 
tive. J very much regret that, in view 
of the fact that we are debating a matter 
concerning which we are unable to get 
at the real facts, 1 am:not in a position to 
dea] exhaustively with this subject upon 
which I have a lot of information. 


Senator R. Srorrm GutTurim.—But 
surely, as a Parliament, we can decide 
this matter independently of the High 
Court decision ? 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—Pre- 


eisely. Of course we are superior to the 


High Court. We enact legislation, and 
the High Court interprets it. We have, 
on our statute-books already certain legis- 
lation which has been interpreted by ‘the 
Minister for Customs in one way, but, 
which, I think, the High Court will in- 
terpret in another way, and we are being 
asked to alter it on the assumption that 


the interpretation by the Minister for 


Customs is the correct one. If the matter 
were not being contested in the High 
Court, well and good. But it is being 
contested, and we do not know what the 
Jaw is. We have only to wait another 
week for the decision of the High Court. 
In view of these circumstances I urge the 
Government to postpone consideration of 
the Bill, and shall reserve whatever addi- 
tional remarks I have to make for the 
Committee stages. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
Tt. Givens).—It is open to the honorable 


senator to again request leave to con- 
tinue his remarks. . 


Senator Prarce.—We cannot consent 


to that. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—As 


the Government refuse to meet me in 
_ the matter I shall conclude by protesting 


nemtict the ‘Procedure adopted. 





































Minister for Defence) [11.40].— 
viously a request for the adjournmen 
a debate is one that must appeal to the 
Government, coming as it does from thei 

supporters ; but I think that in view 
the present state of the business-pape 
and the length of the session, good and 
sufficient reasons ought to be advanced — 
when an adjournment is asked for, Sena- 
tor Drake-Brockman’s reasons do not a 
peal to the Government. They seem 
be beside the question altogether. Wh 
are the facts? They are these: Exchange 
throughout the world is in a condition of 
chaos. The Minister for Customs (Mr. 
Greene) has, | understand, interpreted 
the Customs law in consonance wi 
the interpretation that has always be 
placed upon it in regard to this’ 
question of exchange; and his” interpreta-_ 
tion has brought about a very different 
sta'e of affairs from that which ¢€x-— 
isted previously. Certain importers hay: 
challenged “the Munister’s interpreta. 
tion, and this question is now before the 
High Court. Those who represent the 
trade interests of France, where the ex-— 
change is about 57 francs to the £1 ‘ster! 
ing compared with about 35 francs when 
I left the United Kingdom in Septemb 
1919, have represented to the Minis 
that France is being penalized, and the’ 
trade practically destroyed. On the othe 
hand countries like the United States, a 
to a lesser extent Japan, where the. b 
ance of exchange is the other way about, ~ 
are benefiting to such an enormous @x- 
tent as to destroy, practically, the pref 
ence given-in our Tariff to. the. Unite 
Kingdom, 


Senator Draxre-BrocKMAN.—That ha 
been brought about by the interpretation 
of the present law by the Minister - 
Customs. ~ 


Senator PEARCE.—The Governmen 
want to be able to deal fairly by France 
and at the same time to retain the Tari 
preference for the United Kingdom 
which this country has deliberately pro 
vided for. We want also to maintain th 
incidence of protection in our Tari 
against the United States and Japan, an 
other countries. The Minister with | 
advisers, after giving careful consider 
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aah Those who make the representations are 
ra satisfied that, if the scheme is adminis- 
tered in the spirit in which it has been 
introduced, it will have the effect which 

_ Parliament desired. 

Senator Baxnar.—Will this scheme be 
necessary if the deéision- of the High 
_ Court is as anticipated by Senator Drake- 
Brockman? - 

Senator PEARCE.—It will still be ne- 
Livia: cessary under any system. No matter what 
system is adopted, if it is arbitrary, and 

~ eannot take note of the fluctuations and 
disturbances that are occurring from 
week to week in the exchange market. it 
will work harm to somebody and to some 

_ set of principles. The crux of the whole 

‘position is an adaptable and rapidly ad- 

justable system of interpretation to meet 
_ the chaotic exchange market. The Bill 
constitutes the Board of Trade, which is 

- comprised of men who have a knowledge 
of the exchange and trade questions, as 
_ the advisers of the Minister in that re- 
spect. The only limitation on them is 
_ that they have to uphold the two prin- 
~  eiples laid down in the Tariff. 

_ Senator Baxuarp.—Will this scheme 
stabilize the administration if there is 
ie ‘any recurring chaotic exchange situation 

like the present ? 

- Senator PEARCE.—It will. That is 
why it is adjustable from time to time. 
~ & will uphold the two principles of the 
_ Tanfi—frst, protection of Australian 
industries, and, secondly, preference 
to the United Kingdom as against all 
other countries. It will at the same time 
put other countries on an equality, and 
» will not penalize them because of the 
» fluctuations of exchange in their trade 
' against countries which, like the United 
_ States of America, are in an advan- 
_ tageous position. In what way is that 
‘afiected by any case before the Court? 
'. Even if the Court declares that the Min 
_ ister’s interpretation of the Customs Act 
is not right, it will still be found that we 
- eannot frame a law containing the ex- 
Ss press conditions which will meet every 
~ one of these fluctuating and chaotic cir- 
"cumstances that we see to-day in the ex- 
_ change and trade market. * 

* Senator Crawrorp.—Does not this 

* Bill make the Board of Trade, instead of 
: “the Minister, the interpreter of the. law? 

’ Senator PEARCE.—No. It enables 
By adjustments to be made, aad varying 
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ee: Secisrons to be given to meet eee sets 





of circumstances, No one interpretations 
and no one rule can meet them all, 


: Senator Crawrorp.—Has not the Min- 
ister that authority now? 


Senator PEARCE.—No; he has to 
give an interpretation which applies 
equally to all. He says, ‘‘ These goods 
are to be valued on a certain principle,’’ 
and that decision applies to, all goods 
coming into Australia. 


Senator Bakuar.—<No matter from 
what country they come? 4 
Senator PEARCE.—That is so. The 


provistons of the Bill will enable the 
Board of Trade to recommend to the 
Minister procedures which will meet the 
varying exchange conditions. No matter 
what the judgment of the High Court 
may be, we ought to have that power, 
and while this chaotic condition of ex- 
change ead trade obtains, this Bill is 
desirable. From that point of view the 
Government do not see that any good 
purpose can be served by adjourning the 
debate. We ask the Senate to pass the 
Bill to enable relief to be given to a 
country like France, which is being 
penalized by the existing conditions, and 
to restore to the United Kingdom that 
preference in trade which to- day has been 
taken away from it, and given to the 
United States of America. 


Motion (by Senator Karine) PEC 
posed— 


That the debate be now adjourned. 
The Senate divided. 
Question, put. 


OS Wirnctae iia) aas Nh 
Noes 10 
Majority We eg, ae 
AYES, 
Crawford, T. W. Payne, H. J. M. 
Drake-Brockman, EK. A. | Wilson, R. V. 
Glasgow, Sir Thomas 
Guthrie, J. F. .  pberlers 
Keating, J. H. Benny, B. fiat 
_Nogs. DFR 
Bakhap, T. J. K. | Plain, Ww. x 
Bnzacott, R. Rowell, J. 
Earle, J. Russell, EK. Ae 
Guthrie. R. Storrie 
Newland, J. Teller: 
Pearce, G. F. de Largie, H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. : 
Motion negatived. 






: Senator. ‘KEATING 


. postpone the further discussion of the 
measure. The reasons of urgency for 
the measure which have been put forward 
x by Senator Pearce have been in existence 
' in all their force since the early part of 
_ this year. Honorable senators, honor- 
able members of another place, and 
Wy members of the public have not ceased 
_ to impress upon the Minister for Trade 
- and Customs (Mr. Greene) the necessity 

for a revision of his decision in relation 


. to the matters dealt with in this Bull.. 


_ Throughout the months that have inter- 
_ vened since the early part of this year, 
the Government have shown no disposi- 
_ tion whatever to hurry remedial legisla- 
me tion or administration. 

- Senator Prarce—You surely recog- 
: Gide that it ig an intricate matter, which 
Mi eould not be decided hurriedly? 
Senator KEATING.—I propose to 
speak later of its intricacy and involved 
- eharacter. For months past I have 
been giving a good deal of consideration 
to representations made to me from the 
- different States on this question, ‘and, 
like Senator Drake-Brockman, I have a 
_ great deal of material on the subject. 
- The hours allotted to the sitting of the 
_ Senate to-day would not suffice me if I 
_ were to deal adequately with the represen- 
_ tations made to me, and to which I have 
a wren. special attention. 
~The Bill as it stands at present is 
double barrelled. It provides, first of 
all, for an adjustment of the rate of ex- 
i change between Australia and foreign 
“countries with which Australian mer- 
_ ebants may be doing business. Secondly, 
it provides for a Board that will take 
- into consideration, in certain events, 
the question of whether the bank or com- 
mercial rate of exchange or the mint 
_ par rate of exchange should prevail. In 
taking these matters. into consideration, 
the Board has also to consider the estab- 
lished Protectionist policy of the Com- 
monwealth, and the established policy of 
_ preference to Great Britain. The 
Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
said that, apart altogether” from what 
the decision of the High Court may be 
ix the case of Stewart v. Robinson now 
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be that character, charged with those 
a ees 


y (Tasmania) a 
11.54] ea § very much Peart that the a 
, Government did not see their way to 


pared to function in this mat: 


before it, the establishment of a Board — : 
cy uae nek ae 


ae ean eww nee be dealt with ani Nf Ay: i ae aLtings 


















































this Wn bnabikie 
is the Board of whims 


Trade. But is the Board of 
Bill is passed this week? I 
say that it is not. Whether th 
passed this week or this month I 
the Board of Trade will not get 
tioning under it any more rapidl 

Senator Russeru.—Why? 

Senator KEATING.—Becaus 
not think it will be prepared to di 

Senator Baxnap.—lIts other du 
not so heavy as to preclude it 
attending to this question. i 


_ Sen ator KE ATING. 





aa kno1 ; 


honorable senator knows cae ee sh 

Senator Russett.—The Board of Trad 
has been on this question, not for ae 
but for months.’ . : iis 





rade meade ‘6 deal with the Bill! 
Senator Russet. pate 


to the annie of ahs inclusion 1 
Bill—for the first time in any Stat 
of a body known as the Board of T: 


enter. One ne I ake at 
is this: 


law that has been taken by. the 
for Trade and Customs is the 
law. I venture to think that it is x 
I do not say that from anything — fli 
gathered recently. Early in this yea 
gave my own opinion legally that 
Boni ies for EO and — Custom C 










interpretation of the law is 
If the Senate adopts this Bill 
it impliedly assumes that the la 
has been as the Minister hy 












































































viewed and DA aera it. 





the Government in the pend- 
of Stewart v. Robinson, it is 
that the Minister for 








tha at the Minister for Trade and 
ms has sought to impose, and 
has succeeded in imposing, 
e commercial community. What 
i agi if £1,000 000 has 
How 


As far:as the Government 1S 
concerned it is quite possible that, if the 
ision is adverse, Parliament will be 
ted to adopt some other legislative 
ns to redress the grievances of the 
st, as they affect either the merchants 
he Customs Department. I think 
hat this question should be thoroughly 
Lve stigated in we its Pee and now 
3 it is 
for de ‘goiter okt to object. to 
_ What phones will 
What 











> nator Pn inde. If this a an effective 
ans of redressing grievances, why not 
ut it into force? 


tor KEATING.—If the 
mrt gives an adverse decision in Syd- 
sy early next week, the Minister will 
ave to administer the law differently 
t he has been doing. Any one 
















sion of the High Court is 


( a4 their value) cannot oet any redress 


High | 


present during the discussion | 
before the High Court has a 
vhat the judgment of Ae ‘ 


s  Mibusal will: he; and’ tha Chist dustica « 
announced from the Bench that he 
thought they would be able to 


ecalled upon to go through a. form pure : 


the provisions of the 


how the currency in the country of its” 


inten know what the aie of a a 
This method of hitching the “question 4 
of dumping on to that of exchange — | 
is- 


a 





enormously de reciated. cel aanm 
J te 







give a 
decision before they left for Sydney, 
although they might not wait to prepare 
reasons. There is only one conclusion 
that can be arrived at, and it was obvious 
to the minds of all present what that — 
conclusion would be. We should not be 


porting to amend a law which is nob a 
law, so to speak, and which exists only — 
in the intrepretation of the ee 
for Trade and Customs. Apart from — 
Bill, with this 
decision pending, we might well allow the i 
matter to stand over for a week or 80. — 
When the measure was under discus- on 
sion yesterday, Senator Drake-Brockman > 
asked that the discussion should be aes 
lowed to stand over until the High Court — 
should deliver its judgment, probably to- — 
day, in the case of Stewart v. Robinson. 
There was not any objection to an ad- 
journment being granted, and if the 
delay was justified on that occasion, ae. 
is justified now 

Senator PRARcE. —The honorable sen- | 
ator also asked for more time to prepara 
his matter. be 

Senator KEATING.—Senator Drake- a 
Brockman was justified in expecting that 
that decision would be given to-day. 

Senator Baknar.—If the High Gott 
gives its decision on the lines indicated 
by Senator Drake-Brockman, no such 
machinery will besnecessary ? 7 


Senator KEATING. —The Livan as- 
far as exchange is concerned will be set- 
tled, but there will be no decision affect- 
ing ‘dumping and our trade relations — 
with those countries suffering from a de : 
preciated currency. | 

Senator RUSSELL. -_What is te posi- 
tion concerning the importation of. care | 
bide in the “honorable “ senator’: S own 
State ? ‘ % 

Senator KEATING.—I aS not 
















now | 





origin has been affected. Does the Vice-— 
President of the Evecutive Council know? 

Senator Russeitu.—Carbide © comes” 
from Norway, where the ee has. 














mere camouflage. The. ae 
ment has begun to recognise the is : 


of Se 


sure of public mite Nanthes Gries | 






Oustoms 


concerning its policy, and its legality, as 
demonstrating that it is not a correct one, 
and I think these two matters have been 
brought together aud the rectification of 
exchange is being camouflaged. 


I have prepared a great deal of matter 
upon this subject, but I did not contem- 
plate, after the discussion yesterday, that 
further consideration of the Bill would, 
eome on before the decision of the High 
Court was given; and, from my own Wier: 
realizing the limited issue of that case, 
TI considered there was a good deal that 
I had prepared that would be of no use 
whatever. I think it would have 


materially shortened the discussion upon - 


this question if we had known defi- 
nitely how the law stood. The mat- 
ter of vesting the Board of Trade 
with authority to regulate or ad- 
just exchanges, to uphold Protection, 
to give preference to Great Britain, and 
to prevent dumping are questions upon 
which there would be little debate at all. 
I think the established policy of the Com- 
monwealth is such that provisions relat- 
ing to those matters would commend 
themselves to honorable senators, even 
though the proviston we may be making 
may be only small, because by means of 
other legislation we could achieve our ob- 
ject. If the question of exchange is dealt 
with, and we know exactly what our legal 
position is, and what it has been in the 
past, in the light ofthe interpretation 
of the High Court, I think we could, on 
the resumption of the debate, consider- 
ably narrow the scope, and discuss the 
Bill, in conjunction with the existing 
legislation, in such a way as to turn out a 
thoroughly effective and useful measure. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [12.7]. 
—The question of foreign exchange is so 
intricate, that any person who is not 
directly in touch with banking cannot be 
expected to give anything like a satisfac- 
tory definition of the present position. I 
have had some practical experience of the 
result in regard to exchange as between 
Eastern countries and Australia, and the 
only doubt I have in my mind concern 
ing the Bill itself is whether the Com- 
monwealth Board of Trade is the proper 
authority to make recommendations in 
eonnexion with this matter. I do not 
know what the Commonwealth Board of 
‘Trade has to do ordinarily, but I can 
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occtment, 


the rate of ‘exchange, arsitie | 



































make a very good guess, iF de" ne 
it is overwhelmed with work, and, ther 
fore, im all eS algae it will be. ab 


with ‘Sie Board of Tea in eee re- a 
commendations. There are two defini- — 

tions in the Bill—one in regard to mint 
par rate of exchange, and the other in 
regard to the bank rate of exchange— 
and I will defy anybody who has not had 
considerable practical knowledge of bank- 
ing to understand these definitions, or, to 
illustrate how they actually work out. I 
will give honorable senators an illustra- 
tion of the intricacies in connexion with 
exchange rates. Those who are operating 
in the East imform us that the rate of 
exchange is very much against this eoun- 
try in connexion with importations from 
the Orient. Before the war, the Hong 
Kong dollar was worth 2s., ‘and, ar 
quently, the sovereign remitted to the 
Hast represented at least 10 dollars’ worth 
of goods; but now, in eonsequence of the 
fluctuations in exchange, it represents a 
reduced number of dollars, and conse- 
quently an Oriental merchant, sendin 
meney to his own country, finds himself 
in great difficulty because of the fa 
that the value of the dollar | 
risen. I will give an_ illustratic 
as between the East and Australi 
and show how, in some instances, 

may operate to our tremendous advan- 
tage. As an act of courtesy to some 0 
my Chinese friends, I agreed to subseril 
a few hundred~dollars sowards the fir 
Chinese Republican loan, and I gave, § 


8 sovereigns. Some of those bonds have — 
been redeemed, and I had the experience — 
some time ago of receiving nearly 90 
x atl Seg or, their ee per 


Senator: BAKHAP. Tt “was. sae We 
stead of drawing only 6 per cent. inter: 
est, I received 12 per cent. and approx 
mately the equivalent of twenty sov 
reigns for an £8 bond. When the bon 
was redeemed I had my capital ore 
than doubled, so that in that ins 


ty } 













factory i in aionnae transactions, was 
particularly advantageous to me. Aus- 
_ ~ tralian’ investors in such bonds have 
= Received double their capital because of 
' the exchange rate, which operates at pre- 
* sent detrimentally in commercial trans- 
actions, but favorably in such an instance 
4s that I have mentioned. It is an intri- 
~ eate question, and it is useless to assume 
that it is one that is easy to understand. 
i; is a problem that should be handled 
‘by bankers of the greatest ability and 
ae) well versed in commercial transac- 
mae vee, in all their ramifications. The only 
_ suspicion I have in regard to the measure 
' being unsatisfactory is that no provision 
_ 48 made for the Board of Trade to have 
associated with it, in making recom- 
ih Mh mendations to the Government, the 
ai banking authorities in the Com- 
monwealth. I can quite understand the 
| Minister’s contention, and I believe there 
eG is 2 good deal of reason in it—and that is 
~ why I opposed an adjournment of the de- 
_ bate—that the measure will be necessary, 
» ne matter what the decision of the High 
— Court may be. If that is so, the Govern- 
- ment is ite only what is right in ask- 
“ing the Senate to pass it. My only 
doubt is concerning the ability of. the 
Board of Trade to satisfactorily and 
"effectively deal with such an intricate 
ne "problem and be able te make recom- 
“i _ mendations to the Minister without hav- 
a ing associated with it some of the bankers 
i“ of repute in our community. After all, 
the matter is one that requires the atten- 
- tion of men with considerable banking 
_. ability. 
_ Senator Russrrz.—The object of the 
_ Board is to get into touch with those 
wy vitally concerned. It will have the powers 
4 of a Royal Commission. 
F: Senator BAKHAP. ot Minister will 



















2s : Pais and ehaiuelect like in character. 
Senator RusseLt.—Over 99 per cent. of 


tan) Be stor ‘BAKHAP. —That ae 
_ satisfactory in view of the a etnive 
> way im which it is doing its work. It 
has not forced upon the public the excel- 
_ lence of its work in sy way of advertise- 
~ ments. 


1 SE 





Senator Pus eee it acts” in 


wt an ey capacity to the Cabinet. 
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‘Senator BAKHAP. — I- am ~ very 
pleased to hear that the results of its 
advice have been of such a salutary 
character. If Ministers have had experi- 
ence of its work in that satisfactory way, 
I_can understand their desire to secure 
the services of the Board of Trade in the — 
solution. of a question such as that 
which is involved in this measure. How- 
ever, I do hope that this matter will 
not be dealt with off- handedly by any- 
body without consultation with the high- 
est banking authorities in the Common- 
wealth. § . 


Senator WILSON (South Austraha) 
| 12.16|.—i attended here to-day fully ex- 
pecting that those honorable senators who 
have given personal attention to. this Bill 
would give us the benefit of their views 
upon it. Senator Drake-Brockman asked 
for the adjournment of the debate yester- 
day after having heard addresses de- 
hvered in the High Court upon the éase 
which is pending ‘there, and after having 
devoted: close attention. to this measure. 
To-day Senator Keating dealt very fully 
with the whole position. To me, as a lay- 
man, it is extremely difficult to discuss a 
Bill of this character in detail, especially 
when I am required to follow two such 
legal luminaries. § Nevertheless, henor- 
able senators have the obligation cast 
upon them to record an intelligent vote 
upon the measure. I very much regret 
that the Government have resolved to 
push the Bill through to-day. I have a 
great deal of matter which has been for- 
warded to me—— 

Senator Russerr.—Suppose that an 
appeal were made to the Privy Council, 
ought we still to wait? 


Senator WILSON. 
alter cases. The conditions which existed 
yesterday exist to-day. The Government 
had an opportunity to bring this mea- 
sure forward earlier, and I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that’ we are entitled to 
the fullest information before we are 
asked to vote upon. it. : 
which have been submitted to the Senate 
to-day, amd the speeches which have been 
delivered here, it is my duty to yote 
against proceeding with the Bill. | 

“Benater Puarcn, — Although Senator» 
Keating said that a Board of Trade is 
necessary ¢ 

Senator WILSON.—I may have mis- 
understood what Senator Keating said; . 


— Circumstanees . ~ 


Upon: the facts 





« but. T Each funk so. In view of the 
“magnitude of the issues which are in- 
volved in the Bill, I ask leave to con- 
| tinne my remarks. 

~The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
7p Givens).—Is it the pleasure of the 
Senate that the honorable senator be 
granted leave to continue his remarks 

eee a future occasion? — 

~. Senator Prarce.—I object. 

The PRESIDENT.—Leave must be 
El atdied unanimously, and, consequently, 
the honorable senator must continue his 
speech. 

“Senato® WILSON.—I am not in the 
habit of addressing the Chamber-upon a 
subject to which I have not given detailed 
attention, and which [I can scarcely be 
_ expected to understand. I protest against 
honorable senators being asked to record 
a vote upon a matter “which two-thirds 
of them do not understand in. detail. 

-) Senator Prarcr.—This Bill-has’ been 
before Parliament for three weeks. 
Senator WILSON.—But there have 
been reasons why its introduction into 
this Chamber has been delayed. The 
Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
is thoroughly conversant with those rea- 
sons. I protest against putting the mea- 
sure through until we are in a position 
to give it close and detailed attention, 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [12.20]. 
ut he speech of the honorable senator 
who has just resumed his seat compels 
me to make one or two remarks, It 
ig a yery old saying that suspicion 
is the tribute which ignorance pays. to 
the unknown. If we do not understand 
a thing, we are very prone to be ‘sus- 
picious of it. According to Senator Wil- 
- son, those of us who are not absolutely 


familiar ‘with the details of this measure 


should certainly insist upon ‘the adjourn- 
ment of its consideration until somebody 
has become familiar with those details 
and is able to give us the result of his 
. investigati ons. 

Senator Baxuar.—The question he 
the bankers themselves. 

Senator EARLE.—From its inception 
ey regarded this Bill as a very important 
, orles: and consequently I sought the ad- 
yico of many men who ought to know 





what as necessary in the legislative pro- ' 
visions governing the rates of exchange — 
_ between: different countries. , ae advice 


° . a 
with it. Senator Wilson does not 


























































eg were Pe to ay 
speech delivered by the | 
Trade and_ Customs (a 


place, ia I ened to. others me 
themselves critics of it; and, ae 
debate which then took Hace, 


insist upon its consideration being 
journed. | 
Senator Wirson.—I¢ is the duty of 
Government to adjourn considerati 
the measure until we understand it. 
Senator EARLE.—Then it was. 
honorable senator’s duty to be fami 
with the Bill to-day. bys 
Senator Wrison.— What about y 
self 2 
Senator EARLE.—The Bill has 
before Parliament for three or 
weeks. Does as honorable senator sug- 
gest that he does not consider measure 
whieh go before the other Branch of th 
Legislature? Of course he does, ai 3 
prepares himself for the discussio 
them which will take place here. _ 
Senator Prarce.—When a Bill-is 
troduced in another Chamber, a cop; 
it is sent to every honorable senator. 
Senator EARLE. —Exaetly, Imm 
diately I received a copy of this me su 
I sought expert advice upon it. | 
Senator Witson -—The decision ai 


senator’s opinion Be it? 


Senator se ea ee 


Russell) has on plained: ‘ohne | 
not matter ,what may be cas 
sion of the High Court; an arrange 
will have to. be | made borg 


Pe 
a ae 


“TF Oo « 


exchange rates as hoiueee the. Co 
wealth and all countries doing 


ae os shatement. aie oe a admi 















Customs 


S. oe aaa that such a law would 
have to be enacted, no matter what might 
e the decision of the High Court. That 
being so, why does Senator Wilson accuse 
_ other honorable senators who are pre- 
pared to cast a silent vote upon the mea- 
oie ‘sure with having failed to consider it? I 
i am convinced that the Bill is all right. 
a Senator J. F. Gururm.—What is the 
opimon of the Associated Chamber of 
Commerce ? 
- Senator EARLE.—That. body, so far 
eel know, has not expressed any opinion 
Upon the Bill. 

Senator Russexx.—It offered,,in a re- 
| solution, to co-operate with the Board of 
papade' in every way. 

Meenstor EARLE That is the answer 
40: the honorable senator’s question. If 

it iS imperative that, such a Bill shall 
" become law, why should we defer its pass- 
‘ ing indefinitely ? 
_ Senator Wirson.—We do not wish to 
defer action indefinitely. 


Senator RUSSELL Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
\ {12.27].—There has been a good deal. of 

‘trouble this morning in connexion with 
this Bill, but T do not blame honorable 
Be senators for not being familiar with its 
provisions. Its object is to create ma- 

‘chinery for the carrying out of certain 

work, which will principally be in the 

nature of inquiry. Senator Drake-Brock- 

- man has asserted that the Customs Tariff 
- is based upon uncertain duties. The posi- 
tion is the very reverse. The facts are 

_ that prior to the 24th May, 1918, valua- 
tion of goods for Customs duty was based 
upon what was then known as the mint 
par rate of exchange. Of course, when 

_ gold possessed its normal value, things 

‘were all right. But as I remarked yes- 

_ terday, things are not what they seem, as 

we shall speedily realize if we institute 
a @ comparison between the value of the 
_ Sovereign to-day and its value only a 
_ few years ago. 

_ Senator Baxnar.—The sovereign is 
_ worth 30s. to-day in certain countries, 
whilst in other countries it is nob worth 


ee. Abs. 


Senator RUSSELL.—Exactly. In 
ey 1918, in valuing goods for Customs 
~ duty, the current bank rate of exchange 
was substituted for the mint par rate of 
5 etienee. But owing to continual fluc- 
_Mpations in the bank rate, it was found 
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impracticable to continue ‘that, system, 
with the result that on the 15th August, 
1918, a reversion was made to the systent 
which had existed since the establishment 
of the Commonwealth. 
interpretation of the system upon which 
the valuation of goods for Customs pur- 
poses should be calculated, was given only 
when the impracticability of calculating 
their value upon the bank rate of ex- 
change had been demonstrated. It has 
been said that the Minister’s interpreta- 
tion was a wrong one, and upon that mat- 


ter we shall presently have a High Court 


decision. Senator Keating stated in the 
course of his remarks this morning that 
there is no hurry for the passing of this 
Bill, because the Government have al- 
ready delayed its introduction so long. 


‘ May I point out that. the Government 
.. have been inquiring into the matter, and 


that the whole. of the machinery neces- 


sary; for the operation of the Board of © 


Trade is now in readiness. The moment 
this Bill passes Ministers will not only 
confer with, but will accept the advice 
of, bankers ‘and merchants, and, indeed, 
of anybody else who may be willing to 
assist them. The powers proposed to be 
vested in the Board of Trade are those 
which are vested in a Royal Commission. 


Senator Draxe-Brockman.—The Board 
of Trade will not be a statutory body: 
it could consist’ of Mr. Massy Greene and 
his office boy. 


Senator RUSSELL.—It is constituted 
of a representative of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, namely, Mr. 
Elder; of a representative of the Cham- 
bers af Manufactures, in the person of 
Mr. Herbert Brookes; of two Ministers, 
namely, the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms (Mr. Greene) and myself; a repre- 
sentative of the primary producers; and 
two other gentlemen beside. 


Senator J. F. Gururire.—Are te 
any bankers? 


Senator RUSSELL.—No, this is a 
trading matter. We have in our Depart- 
ments accountants available for consulta- 
tion who are quite as competent to give, 
advice and opinion upon any pomt of 
finance as a banking authority. Every- 
body, of course, knows, in a general way, 


what is the condition of the exchange 


question ; but we require specific informa- 


tion which can only be obtained from the ~ 
people most closely interested. There is a 


lack of solid information upon which to 


The Minister’s 


a a eae 










men, actually concerned—we can secure 
what is required. Senator Keating has 
not realized, apparently, what has actu- 
ally been going on in Australia. In 1917- 
1918 we imported from Norway 884 cwt. 
* 2 Or earbide. An industry concerned in 
_ the production of carbide was started in 
Tasmania, and -it received every en- 
-eouragement and protection which the 
Government could afford. Owing to the 
operation of low exchange, very consider- 
ably favouring Norway, there was im- 
ported in 1919-1920 55,568 cwt. of ecar- 
bide. | The drop in exchange rates was 
utilized, in such a way as effectively to 
defeat the measure of protection which 
had been given to the infant carbide in- 
oi dustry in Australia. The Tasmanian 
" works had to be closed down. 

. _ Senator Kerating.—Does the Minister 
say that that was due to the exchange 
being adverse to Norway? 

. Senator RUSSELL.—No, but owing 
ta its being advantageous. The mint 


"par. rate in respect of Norway to-day is 
18.159; the current bank rate is 24.85. 


a i Bator Keatinc.—But that would not 
be a factor in the dumping. 


"Senator RUSSELL.—If not, then the 
Nesttess,. inguiry is necessary, because the 
Tasmanian works have had to be closed 

down. Prior to the war we imported 































to lack of shipping that country ceased 
to be an exporter to Australia. Japan 
came in, and the proportion of the im- 
ee ae of this commodity from Japan 
went up from about 15 per cent. to 
nearly 100 per cent. during the war. 
i" Such a condition of affairs is ” sufficient, to 
| break up and prevent the ‘re-establish- 
ment of the industry here. 
i mee eae into the circumstances operat- 
ing to the detriment of Australian in- 
hue, and to those of the Empire as 
| well.” “The Board of Trade does not claim 
| perfection, but it has been operating for 
a long while and has done some valuable 
‘ work—more valuable, indeed, than has 
igi generally recognised. ‘Tt has fe no 



















# an my “advisory capacity ; and its recom- 
‘mendations have been almost unani- 
rons! ae by Cabinet and indorsed 

It has a wonderful. re- 


38 + most difficult and complicated 





ase our Napcastors | ads geen e examina- | 
tion of importers and exporters—business 


sideration still further, why not 


a 
astic. 


capacity of Chairman; 


us most of our carbide from Norway, Owing 


action in the High | Court. 


accede to delay after delay. 
Our duty is 


nesses called before ran Board; dy 


Board, 
Chambers of Commerce and ¥ 
tures have not indicated their 
R ment hie this, ea! Ppa Nes: 





































matters long enough, sug 
ther delay. That involves a, pi 
ment. ‘It is eras that. an 


finslity may not be reached for, 
nine months. : % 

Senator Kzartrne. pag “nent is 
been. said yesterday with as oa 
as to-day. Gas i 


Senator RUSSELL. Ble 5 ‘one. ae 
inquire, if it is logical to postpone et 
for eve + | 

I have been asked to indicate how. | 


getting its necessary working mach 
going. The Board is an honorary 
but it has been very active and en’ 
As soon as this Bill was introd 
I called the members together, - 
and, to- das 
whole of the machinery is ready t 
set. in operation. We, ab any rate, have 
not delayed. There are special reas 38 
for urgency in order that the said 
get. to work at once, ; iy 


Senator Keratinc.—This Bill : 
never have been introduced if a case he 
not been taken up against the Common- | 
wealth. This measure was introduce to 
Parliament at the point of the bay: 


Senator RUSSELL. —Not at all. 
question has been prominently before - 
public for months past. 


Senator KEATING. Bute the 





Senator RUSSELL. eae . 
were so, now that we are endeavour 
to do something we are bere d 












manding something more than a wot besy 
when an-effort is made to take the bus 
ness of the Senate out of the hands 
Government. This Bill is the outco 

of conferences between responsible Mi 
isters and persons vitally interested 
take it that representatives of ban 
interests will be among the ebay 













that direction, their services will 

more value than if there wer 
representatives of the banks 
As for the statement 
































ed. Br pitts resolutions - indi- 
their readiness to co-operate With 
ard of Trade in aae to bring 


the Government do not wish to create 
odies for every fresh purpose which 
arise. The Bill represents, in the 
mion of the Government, the most 
acticable scheme that could have been 
sd. ‘We intend for our guidance to 
en ascertain, as far as possible, all 


. 4 (Reference to Board of de- 
in bank rate of exchange). 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [12.44]. 
- Will the provisions of the proposed 
w sections embraced within this clause 


Inited Ranecdom to be ena inad, or 
1 they make it possible for the 
ited Bites of America and Japan to 
ntinue | to be placed, by comparison, 
‘advantage’? Statistics to-day re 
that the Commonwealth Gites 


egate, owing to the conditions which 
lave existed hitherto. Exchange rates, in 
16 matter of imports, have operated to 
i an extent against Great Britain, 


cs, Phila operate in favour e the 
nited Kingdom has been obliterated. 
e have _short-collected in Australia 


y the accuracy Ae the exis sena- 
ce statement, I can tell him that there 
» no definite figures available, and no- 


partment has lost very heavily in the - 








1920. 1 O Nau@uabios Bill. f 82 a 
Senator Kzatinc.—You mean that iy 
this Bill is a security; not a guarantee. 
Senator RusseEuu. ony would not like to , 
say that, ! 
Clause agreed to. 
Title agreed to. 


Bill reported without amendment; 
port adopted. 


senator RUSSELL 
President of the 
[12.48].—I move— 


That so much of the Standing and Scasionas 
Orders be suspended as would prevent > the 
Bil] being passed through its remaining stages 
without delay. Ne 


re- 


(Vietoria—Vice- 
Executive Coe | 


I am not particularly anxious to put the 

Bill through, but as we have reached the _ 
final stages I do not think anything is to 

be gained by delaying the measure. If 
it is not successful in achieving the de- 
sired cbject, the necessary adjustments — 
can be made in accordance with the desire — 
of honorable senators on both sides. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a third time. 


Setting suspended from 12.50 to 2.30 TES Th. 


NATIONALITY BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration of House 
of Representatives’ amendments) : 


House of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
After clause 13 insert the following 
clause :—‘*13a, For the purposes of the last’ 
two preceding sections ‘certificate of naturali- 
zation’ includes a certificate of naturalization 
issued under the Act repealed by this ne 


or under any State, Act.’’ 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) — 
[2.31] Another place has made eight ~ 


amendments i in this Bill, but only two or > 


three of them involve any principle. The 
balance are merely consequential or 
drafting amendments. It was necessary — 
during ‘the war period, owing to some of — 


the peculiar sources from which we had 


to get information, to allow statutory 
I el ees regarding the right of cer- | 
‘tain foreieners. to hold naturalization 
certificates to be kept secret. When” 
this Bill was being passed here, we in- - 
dorsed that principle, but the. ‘Govern- 
ment now believe that it ig unnecessary — 
im the’ same secrecy to be observed. It 


therefore, provided in one of the 


snhipeenks ‘made by another place that 


- 


Ny AS ae, 
Bh Qea 


new -: 







‘any charge against a man for the pur- 


_ pose of revoking a certificate of naturali- 
zation should be heard in open Court. 
What was done during war time applied 
particularly to old State certificates and 


to certificates issued under the existing 


Commonwealth Act. As we are now in 
_times of peace, we think it wiser to pro- 
vide that, in the case of everybody who 
holds an old naturalization certificate, or 
who obtains one in the future, should 
it be thought desirable to take proceed- 
ings for the revocation of naturalization, 
an open trial shall be given in a public 
Court. This is a little more generous 
. than the existing law, and will probably 
work out quite satisfactorily to Aus- 
‘tralia, If at errs at all, it errs on the 
‘side of merey, which, perhaps, after all, 
ig not a bad thing. One amendment, 
which adds a proviso to clause 26, has 
been put in so that any person affected 
by a declaration made under this legisla- 
tion may be entitled to examine and cross- 
examine the declarant publicly before 
such declaration is acted upon by the 
"Minister. ° That will allow a full‘ and 
open inquiry to protect the interest of 
any person or persons affected. During 
/ war time the absence of power to revoke 
or withdraw a naturalization certificate 
without considerable trouble was a_ very 
serious handicap to the Government in 
‘the case of numbers of men who should 
have been sent out of the country owing 
to their rank disloyalty. They could 
not be deported, because they held cer- 
tificates issued under the old States’ 
naturalization laws, and as we could not 
cancel their certificates many of them re- 
mained .in Australia for long periods, 
although they ought to have been sent 
back to Germany long before. It is pro- 
vided that all who hold naturalization 
certificates which are deemed to be good 
under the law should have exactly the 
same opportunity of appealing for an 
open trial before they are disqualified. 
That is quite a sound principle to estab- 
lish. We do’not desire to use this 
measure for war purposes; but if we are 
ever involved in war again it will still 
be possible to extend our legislation to 
meet any difficulties arising out of war 
_ conditions. The amendments all tend 
to improve the Bill, and if they err 
at all err on the side of mercy. 
ought, I think, to take a little broader 
Senator Russell, — aes 


wn 






amining and cross-examining the. 


We. 









































view now ‘than we did d 
troublous period of the ~war. ' 


ahi 
* 


vernment, after full consideration 


willing to accept all the amendments 
fact, most of them were suggested b 
Government, to meet the altered 
ditions of peace. I move— 
That the amendment be agreed to. Te 
Motion agreed to. ocala 
Amendment in clause 25 agreed 
Clause 26— caine hye 
Any declaration made under this A 
under any Act hereby repealed may be pr 
in any legal proceeding by the productio: 
the original declaration, or of any — 
thereof certified to be a true eopy by 
Governor-General, or by any person author 
by him in that behalf, and the production 
the declaration or copy shall be evidence of 
the person therein named as declarant havin 
made the declaration at the date therein men 
tioned. Bisa ey 
House of Representatives’ Amendment. 
At the end of clause add ‘' Provided that t 
person affected by’ such declaration wi 
entitled to publicly examine and cross-exa1 
the declarant before such declaration is act 
upon by the Minister.’ bia 


Senator. RUSSELL 
President of the 
[2.39].—I move— 


That the amendment be agreed to wit 
following amendments:—(@) The omission 
the words “the person” and the insertio: 
their stead of the words, “if any person « 
than the person making the declaration 
and (6) the omission of the word “ wil n 
ac te in its stead of the words ‘he 
shall,” Masa 4 


These alterations are merely designeé 


(Vietoria— 
Executive Counei 


make our meaning clearer. 

Senator Prarren.—l  eannot | 
comprehend the exact ‘meaning . o! 
proposal. 3 i 

Senator RUSSELL. — The amen 
ments I have moved are only technica 
It is quite possible that when some q 
brings a charge against an alien 
body else may be dragged into the 
This provides that any person so aff 
shall have a perfect right to have all 4 
facts brought out in open Court, by 


who'made the declaration. 
Senator Witson.—Can he ~ 
examine through the medium of couns 





































"ae f Ly : 


ple which .we are seeking to 


ial before any man can be deprived of 
naturalization. There will not be 
these cases, and, therefore, it is 
sssary to establish a permanent 
0 hear them. Probably, what 
» done will be to provide a tem- 
y Board to hear each case in the 
ity where it arises. 

tion agreed to. 

use 33— | 

here the Governor-General is satisfied 
3 desirable for any reason that a cer- 
or letters of naturalization, issued 
the Act repealed by this Act or under 
tate Act, should be revoked or amended, 
ay revoke or amend the certificate or 
3 of naturalization, 

Any certificate or letters of naturaliza- 
Tevoked in pursuance of this section 
‘upon revocation, be and be taken to 
been of no effect with respect to the 
| who obtained the certificate or letters, 
hall on demand be delivered up to the 
er, but such revocation shall not affect 
e nationality of any other person naturalized 
ttue of the issue of that certificate or 


se of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
oars a L ee ca) 
it “revoked or amended, he may revoke or, 

sub-clause 1, and insert “amended, he 


a 


p 
ve 


am Pres ident of the Executive Council) 


t ‘the amendment be agreed to. 


der the old Act a man’s naturalization 
tificate could be revoked without any 
ence being taken. That was, per- 
98, essential for war purposes, but we 
yw make it necessary for a_ properly 
ns tuted open trial to take place before 
nything of the sort can be done. It is 
Iso provided that the conditions of the 
Id certificates can be amended and made 
m throughout the States, but that 
nite a different thing from revoking 
lcelling a naturalization certificate. 
Lotion agreed to. ; 
e of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
ub-clause 2,0 | 
tor RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
dent of the Executive Council) 
—This and the three following 
vents do not involve any new 


mendment be agreed to. 





le, and are mrely consequential. 


Senator PRATTEN 


1920] Paso i 








ten 
(New South Wales) 


[2.46]—I merely desire to say that, in- 
asmuch as these amendments seem to be ae 


in the direction 
tion. 





Senator Russetr.—The last four. are 
merely consequential, Ee Bean 


Senator PRATTEN -—Yes, but ‘Were 


of altering war legisla- 


wet 


¥ 


are being put through with such rapidity — 
that it is somewhat difficult to follow 
them. Now that the war is over and we - 


full advantages 


law in the matter of naturalization, — 


on it is obvious to us all that the war is — 


getting a long 
time we began 
basis, 


Motion agreed 


way behind, and it is 
to legislate on a peace — 


to. 


Remaining amendments agreed to. a) 
Resolutions reported ; report adopted, 


PASSPORTS BILL... 


In Committee 


(Consideration of House — 


of Representatives’ amendments) : 


Senator Prarr 


EN.—I desire to ask the 


Vice-President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell) whether the House of 


Representatives’ 


amendments to this 


measure have been circulated for the in- 
formation of honorable senators ? aan 
e Senator Russerz.—I have a copy, and 
1 understand that they have been circus. 
lated. This Bill only came to the Senate 
this morning, but a printed schedule of 


the amendments 


distributed. 


is available. 


Senator Wison.— They are just being — 


Senator Russerz.—I have not any 


privilege in this 
perusing the a 


luncheon adjournment. 
_ Senator Witsoy.—I think honorable. 
senators should have an opportunity of 
perusing them before being asked to 
record their votes. Woe ae 


Clause 3—_ 


or appears to an officer to be, more than six: _ 


teen years of age, 


Tie: aks 


regard, and I have been — 
mendments during the . 


: 
P) 






‘shall embark at any place 





iin the Commonwealth for a journey to. any 

place beyond the Commonwealth crap el 

A (b) his poasark has been opis or in- 
dorsed in the prescribed manner for 

pe that journey. 


Huse _ of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
After “journey” in paragraph (6) insert: 
“and the visé or indorsement has not been 
: eancelled. 3 


f 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
{2.52|—I move— | 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


As I mentioned in connexion with 
‘the Nationality Bill, these amend- 
ments do not involve any alteration in 
printiple, but merely omit certain words 
that appear somewhat harsh, and gene- 
rally improve the measure. With the 
exception of three, they are merely con- 
sequential. It is provided that a 
visé or indorsement must be. still 
am operation; it must not have been 
eancelled, and therefore a passport that 
is not up to date cannot be utilized. This 
amendment is necessary, because many 
people retain possession of passports 
longer than they are entitled to. In the 
Dulas) it originally left the Senate, a 
penalty of not less than £100 or not less 
than six months’ imprisonment was pro- 
vided, and, judging by my _ experience 
‘during the war period, that penalty 
was not unduly severe. Now that the 
war is over the Government have decided 
to reduce the penalty from £100 to £50, 
and from six months’ imprisonment to 
three months. I think we ought to be 
a little more merciful, and in consequence 
of the decision that has been arrived at 
the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives in this connexon are 
_ necessary. A. reciprocal arrange- 
ment has also been made between the 
Commonwealth and New Zealand, which 
‘has necessitated amendments. When the 
Bill passed the Senate it provided that 
“any person going from Australia to New 
_ Zealand should obtain a passport, but as 
suitable arrangements have been made 
with that Dominion for dealing with 
aliens, it is not now intended that British 


subjects shall be required to obtain a. 


_ passport when travelling between the two 
- eountries, although an alien will have to 
ae 80. 





= #t = 
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oe amendment in clause 6 trans- 




















































fers the power Or odnaelieeys 
the permanent head of the Deo a 
the Minister. Although I i not 
to criticise the administration of this J 
in the past, I, think it will be gener 
admitted by honorable senators th 
is desirable that that power should 
the hands of the Minister who : 
sponsible to Parliament. When th 
of the Department is ¢riticised fo 
action he may. take he is unable 
heard before Parliament, and th 
it, has been thought desirable to, plac 

the power in the hands of the Mi Liste 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wale 
[2.55].—I wish to draw the atter tid 


a re 


of the Minister (Senator 
to the position in which ~ Es ‘ 
placed. There 18 not a’ copy, 0 


Bill as passed by the Senate™ on 
file, and the printed schedule of sixte 
amendments was placed in my hai 
about two minutes before the M 
rose. Iam utterly unable to see 
time what effect the amendments 
Minister is asking us to agree. to 
have upon the Bill as it left this c E 
ber. | 

Senator Russetr.—I cannot help : 
I have endeavoured briefly to explain ¢ 
amendments, many of which are me 
consequential. ihe 

Senator Wirson.—We- may not g 
with the amendments.. ‘ 

Senator PRATTEN. _ Berka 
Minister is not aware that this Bill. 
the Senate before the 1st July last, 
many honorable senators who are 
present were not members of this 


my statement that they ies no . 
sonal knowledge of the Bill as my 
this Chamber. 


it.” 
Bieta) 
have I. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Does _ oe 
Minister think it desirable to bi 
the discussion until honorable — 
have had an opportunity of eh 
amendments ? 


Senator 


detiuate Paik —And 


the Bill was ROM by hak ( 
feat some of the honorable 





Passports 

who are now present were members of 
this Parliament. As I have! already ex- 
plained, eight of the amendments have 
_ been necessitated in consequence of the 
_ penalty being reduced from £100 or six 
months’ imprisonment to £50 or three 
_ months’ imprisonment, so that’ disposes 
of one-half of the number. I have also 
' mentioned that in consequence of a re- 
_ eiprocal arrangement between the Com- 
-monwealth and New Zealand that pass- 
- ports will not be required by British 
subjects travelling between - those coun- 
- tries. There are also amendments provid- 
ing that no person shall be entitled to use 
_ a-passport that is not a modern instru- 
ment, and that where a.man obtains one 
"by fraud or deception he shall be liable to 
* punishment. If any honorable senator de- 
_ sires a fuller explanation on any particu- 
Jar amendment I shall be pleased to give 
it to the best of my ability. I realize that 
"mew senators are in a somewhat difficult 
"position; but if I were in their place I 
would not feel it my duty to peruse legis- 
 Jation that has already been passed before 
\ ) ¢oming to a decision. —~ 
+ Senator Wirson.—And you expect us 
to give an intelligent vote? 

_ Senator RUSSELL.—It is impossible 
- for the Government to again bring the 
Bill before the Senate to enable those 
~ -avho were not here when it was’ passed 
to consider it. 









Senator Draxr-BrocxmaN.—Is there 
~ any urgency in the matter? : 
"© Senator RUSSELL—No; but the 


amendments are not important, and we 
~ eannot re-introduce the Bill merely be- 
cause the personnel of the Senate has 
changed. . , 
Senator WILSON (South Australia) 
 {3.0].—I very much appreciate the refer- 
ence of the Vice-President of the Execu- 
tive Council (Senator Russell) to the new 
' senators. But the responsibility of my 
vote rests upon my own-shoulders, and 
ies until five minu’es ago I had not even 
_ = seen a copy of the Bill. 















Senator Russrzrt—A copy of the 
amendments, but not of the Bill. 
Senator WILSON.—No. It is only 









"within the past five minutes that a copy 
uae of the Bill has been placed in my hands. 

_ Now we are asked to vote upon amend- 
ments to it of which we know absolutely 
_ nothing. If ‘there were any need for 


urgency in this matter, IT could under- 
stand the position taken up by the Vice- 
President of the Executive Council; but 
the honorable gentleman might well 
allow us an opportunity to ‘become 
familiar with the amendments in order 
that we may discuss them intelligently. 
To expect us to vote upon a measure 
which was passed by the Senate before 
weentered it is an absurdity. Aft any 


rate, I am not prepared to adopt that 
course. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia — 
Minister for Defence) [3.3].—I would 
point out to Senator Wilson that’ the Bill 
itself is not before the Committee, and 
cannot be brought before the Committee. 
The only thing which is now before us is 
the message from another place. No 
honorable senator in voting upon the 
pmendments will commit himself to what 
is contained in .the Bill. Honerable 
senators who were here during the last 
Parliament are responsible for the pass- 
ing of the measure in its original form, 
and not those honorable senators who 
entered this chamber upon the Ist July 
last. The only thing which the new sena- 
tors are asked to do is to assent to certain 
amendments which have been made by 
another place. The Vice-President of 
the Executive Council (Senator Russell) 
has already explained how far those 
amendments go. 

Senator Witson.—In his opinion. 

Senator PEARCE.—I¢t is not a ques- 
tion of opinion, but one of fact. There 
ig only one principle involved in the 
amendments, all of which make for a 
liberalization of certain clauses in the 
Bill. If the consideration of these 
amendments were delayed for another 
month, we should still occupy a similar 
position to that which we oceupy to-day. 

Senator Benny._The purport of. the 
amendments can be grasped in a few 
minutes. 

Senator Wuitson.—We are not pre- 
pared to accept the responsibility for 
amendments which we do not understand. 

Senator PEARCE.—I think that any 
honorable senator, after listening to the 
explanation of the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council, can understand the 
purport of the amendments. Here is a 
simple proposition: The Bill says that if 
a person travels between Australia and 
New Zealand ‘he must have a passport. 
The amendment says that he need not 
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cals a acon Dees Bento Wiles 
really require a week to understand that 
pats 

Senator Witson.—No; to-morrow will 
“do me. 

Senator PEARCE. — The honorable 
senator can understand the position in 
‘five minutes, and I ask him not to 
| exaggerate the difficulty in which he is 
placed. | 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [3.5 ].— 
‘I was not a member of the Senate when 
this Bill was previously under considera- 
tion, and it is only during the past five 
‘or ten minutes that I have had an oppor- 
tunity of looking through the amend- 
ments which have been made in it by an- 
Nother place. The Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) was 
perfectly correct when he said that we 
have no power to deal with the principles 
which are embodied in the measure. We 
ean deal only with the amendments that 
have been made in it. So far as I can 
gather from a hasty glance at them, those 

amendments merely ‘make towards a 
‘liberalization of the provisions of the Bill. 
I shall not offer any opposition to the 
measure, because, as was stated by Sena- 
tor Benny in an interjec'ion a moment 
‘or two ago, one ought to be able to grasp 
the purport of the amendments in a few 
"| minutes. 

- Senator Wiison.—But he is a clever 
chap. 

Senator PAYNE.—There is no ques- 
tion of cleverness involved. The prin- 
ciple of the Bill has not been amended 
“in any way. The other branch of the 
Legislature has merely amended the pen- 
alties which the measure in its original 
form prescribed. I am quite prepared 
to support the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council in his desire to get the 
Bill through to-day. If its principles 
had been materially altered there would 
be some justification for the demand that 
‘the consideration of the amendments 
should be adjourned. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (West- 
ern Australia) [3.6].—I emphatically 
protest against the habit which has been 
developed by the Government of throwing 
Bills at us without affording us an op- 
_ portunity to read and digest them. : 
did not come here to obey. the behests cf 
be Government 

- Senator Wirson.—Or to pes the ral 
ne par. ne leader.” 














‘quets which had been thrown at us. — 


| on that Pace ive Re armed Bek: 









































P Senator DRAKEBROOKM 
nor to play the game mentioned — 
honorable senator. 1 came here t 
cise such intelligence as I hav 
endowed with by the Almighty on 1 
of the electors whom I represent. 
1 appreciate the compliment. i 
the Vice-President of the — 
Council (Senator Russell) | aed 
credited new senators with ‘ability to § 
the whole tenor of the Bill at a mor 
glance, it was unfortunate that the | 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce) sk 
have rather spoilt the effect of the 


was rather disposed to accuse us of bein 
blockheads, because we were unabl 
comprehend the effect of the araeae) n 
at a moment’s notice. —— 
Senator PrARrce.\-=— Theo _ honorable 
senator misunderstood me. I said the 
honorable senators could readily | 
the effect of those amendments. 
Senator DRAKE-BROOKMAN.— 


of a isan ee sont 
Although they are probably rey 
senators oC not Sr ak 
eal 


those sheets upon the other side. _ 
fess that I have not, had an oppor 


Bath bea ane “know what will ue : 
effect of the amendments. T am 


is prepared blindly to do just what 
want me to do. TI protest against 
method of conducting the pe bus 


digesting the measures with wiielt 
asked to deal. I am not in a pos 
to give an intelligent yote upon this* 

Senator Russbru.—The honorable 
tor will not be given a chance to do’ 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, 
order to understand the amendm 
the Bill. IT must understand the Bill 

Senator Prarcr.—Does the ho 
senator think that there ought to 
insistence on the part. of New Z 
that British subjects going from Au 


‘ft 






‘the Bill or not. Iam not 
> say that is disagree with what 
ust r i ait 
nity to decide whether IT do or 
ee with him. 


r RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
of the Executive Council) 













































 geutators, IT cannot extend that 
to Senator Pratten, who was 
n the original Dill passed 
this Chamber. That measure 
been dealt with by the other 
th of the Legislature, and we are 
w-asked to say whether we approve or 
isapprove of the. amendments which 
e been made in it. Only those amend- 
ts can come before the Committee; 
sequently long speeches upon the 
sral principles “of the measure cannot 
ivered. It will, therefore, be seen 
we can win distinction only by per- 
tly rejecting the amendments, and 
reeipitating a double dissolution. 
amendments involve no question of 
inciple, and consequently we cannot 
e intelligent amendments to them, 
use they “would not apply. 
enator Draxr-Brocxman.—Give us 
ous h time to ane the. 2 i 


es oe times bring ba binie: Hesuilts shat 
3 do not. wish. Cue only desire is to 
ly protect Australia, and at the 
me avoid vei 






‘of 










. the Geib. to myself by 
c-President of the Executive 
(Senator Russell). I confess 
mn sixteen — "piigndments are 


















: uscd haus Cacao. T am 
able to grasp their effect. This 
r time to-day that. the Govern- 


unnecessarily 









strong party in this Chettiar! 


he CHAIRMAN salen bi’ the | oo 
T. J. K. Bakhap).—Order!. The honor- 
able senator will be out of order in 1 dis 
cussing that seine 














dental reference to ite ad Nob 
“rush ” legislation now, just as 10 


sure which was iiider review in® this.) 
Chamber half-an-hour ago. Upon tha > " 
occasion we actually had under considera-. 
tion a verbal amendment, a copy of which” a 
had not even been circulated ¢o honor 
able senators. But for the fact that - 
did not understand what it all meant, 
and wanted it repeated; I doubt Bu 
very much whether the Chairman him- — a 
self would have grasped what he was 
putting to the Committee. I make that — 
statement most deliberately. I have been — 
here only since the luncheon hour, and oe 
yet I find that we have now before | Ba 
us an amendment that we have not N 
even had an opportunity to consider. 

I urge the Government to have some con: oF 
sideration for the reputation of honor- ; 
able senators. JI do not feel inclined to 
make myself a laughing-stock as a repre- 
sentative of New South Wales, and to 
lay myself open. to the gibe that 1 will 
assist to pass any measure which the Go- 
vernment may put before me, whether I 
have read it or not, and whether I under- 
stand it or not. If the Bill is urgent 
will the Government say why? The pass- 
port system has been in force for some 
years, and the matter of aT OnGy is not 
apparent. 


‘Senator J. F. GUTHRIE (Victoria 
{3.17].—I indorse the remarks of those 
honorable senators who have just spoken; — 
not, however, that I take any objection 
to these particular amendments, because 
they are obviously simple. Indeed, they 
are of such jittle moment that | 
scarcely afford the right opportunity 
take the Government to task for the 
ner in which they are conducting 
business. Honorable senators have 




































fae of public pasion tien 
oie before them, ste Ree: shou 











ically a blank cheque, in that we 
ve been required to vote upon a mat- 
in regard to which, through no fault 
of our own, we are virtually i in ignorance. 
However, I do not think 
ght this afterncon to obstruct Govern- 
rent, business; and, having said _ so, I 
again express my objection to the way 
in which we are asked to give blind 
acquiescence to the proposals of the 
inistry. 
Senator RUSSELL 
President of the Executive Council) 
{3.19].—It is not the desire of honorable 
senators to meet on Wednesday next; 
otherwise there would not have been so 
much cauge for reasonable despatch at 
this moment. Ministers always endeavour 
_ to meet the convenience of honorable 
senators, and particularly of those whoa 
have to travel lone distan®es to be in 
their places here. If, however, we are to 
be held up over trivial details, it will not 
be so easy for us to observe honorable 
senators’ ‘wishes. 


‘Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (West- 


ern Australia) [3.20].—Since speaking to 
‘this matter earlier, I have had some few 


































and have come to the conclusion that the 
} statement of the Minister (Senator Rus- 
sell) to the effect that the amendments 
are simple is correct. 
- opportunity to peruse the amendments, 
es J am now in a position, I believe, to 
‘give an intelligent vote upon them. I 












| Government. ) i 
_ Senator Prarren.—What does this 
particular ameridment mean? Is it merely 
an extension of the clause for ha 
| purposes? : 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
_ President of the Executive Council) 
TB. 21)}.—The sole purpose of the amend- 
- ment is to afford greater security against 
‘raud, The intention is to provide that 
the visé or passport may be cancelled 
even though some person is actually hold- 
ing it. There may be hundreds of pass- 
ports out, the return of which cannot be 
cured either because of their loss or 











bay have ‘been. issued. 
than the rightful possessor, were 
o attempt to use ie apd sings its, a 
ould be aioe White 









OH asied to give a si es 


it would be ki 


administering the matter, 


(Wibiorie wee : 


direction of placing in the hands 


should not be held. 


“minutes for thought and “consideration, 
I have had an. 


“prepared, therefore, to support the. 


» ally Avihocimed by. the ‘Miniter 


bility. se 


-stand’ that there is o official, “other 
a Minister, who can interfere wi 


passport, he me 
will have been cancelled. 
has power of delegate 
EM Le ae HAA rt 


Tf any person, 










the ea nave has lodge 
passport with whichever Depart: 
and | 
may pay his paseage money, 8 
ticket, and, in due course, embark 
leave Australia without — further 
hindrance. 
















that a visé or dora has on 


cancelled. Frankly, I do a io 
that means. 


Senator 








Russete. —A e person 































eiven power to cancel the pans 
aust the Sidr ee ho 


not stoped to give my is. 


Department or official a Pees é 

Senator Prarce.—Only the 
is to have this power; and, if such 
were not granted, what protectii mn 
there be against the fraudulent i se 0 


passport?» 


Senator PRATTEN. There) is 
given in the Bill for a Minister to 


a visé or indorsement at any time. — 


‘Senator RussELtt.—That 1s so 


‘Senator PRATTEN.—Is i 
power given to any pre othe 
Minister’ ; 


even so, the Minister retains rs ‘espe 







eae once if has had his pass 
























Ge anior PRATTEN ey. heh, 
, Minister himself has very little to do 
-with passports. The regulations which 

nen be made under this measure will 


fie 


practically place the matter in the hands 
of the Customs Department for dealing 
with incoming passports, and with the 
] Department of Home and Territories for 
ra ssuing passports to outgoing travellers. 

Now that normal conditions are return- 
ah no power should be retained by, or 
Given afresh to, any official with respect 
' to passports. Once a traveller has ob- 
' tained his passport through the ordinary 
official channels, then, unless something 
“ ¢rops up which would justify the Govern- 
 ment—and not an official—in cancelling 
' it, there should be no interference. 

_ Senator Russerut.—The power of can- 
oe leeliation has been availed of once or 
s twice in Australia recently, and it was 
a power whose semployment was more 
than justified in the circumstances. 


~ Senator PRATTEN.—Now that nor- 
mal conditions exist, there should be no 
thi mere of these little tin gods, these de- 
_ partmental officials,’ who. wielded such 
autocratic authority in the matter of 
_ passports during the war. 
_ Senator Russreiut.—They have all been 
_ done away with, so far as passports are 
concerned. There is only one little god 
now, and that is the Minister. 


- Senator PRATTEN.—I have seen a 































will not stand for a continuation of con- 
“ditions such as existed in the years of 
the war when departmental gods wielded 
. - autocratic control. 


Motion agreed to. 
4 _ Remaining amendments agreed to. 
- a reported; report adopted. 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
| Motion (by Senator Prarcr) agreed 


WM, 
That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, 17th November, 1920. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


‘ War Gratuity Bonps—ApMINISTRATION 
fe IN New GuineEA—IMpoRTATION OF 
mal © German Brsces. ’ 

_ ~ Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
. Minister for Defence) [3.36].—In mov- 


ps x 
SSA Ratt ees 
PPLE Far he ot 


B Neva 


_ good deal of the passport system, and I 
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1920, iia Adjournment. 
I desire to read a reply to a question — 
asked by ‘Senator Foll on the 3rd Novem- 
ber concerning the cashing of war 
gratuity bonds. 
senator that 1 would obtain a reply, and 
I now. have this information from the. 
Treasury— 

The position is that a-soldier is entitled to 
cash at any time if his circumstances are suck 
that he would have been entitled to cash whem 
the bond was originally issued, though he did © 
not then apply for cash. He may also be paid 
cash if his circumstances have changed 50 as 
to bring him within the conditions under which 
cash may be paid as set out in’ the Act, This © 
means that if, say, six months hence, a soldier 
becomes in necessitous circumstances, or be- 
comes totally incapacitated for work, or mar- 
ries, or complies with any other conditions set? 
out in section 13(1) of the. Act, the Treasury 
will provide cash, 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) » 
[3.38].—I desire to say a word or two 
upon a subject of importance before the 
Senate adjourns, about the position of. 
affairs in what was formerly known as 
German New Guinea. Honorable sena- 
tors will probably remember that some 
comment has been made about the posi- 
tion in the. Melbourne press. Two or 
three instances of oppression and unfair- 
ness, that should not be tolerated, have 
come under my own notice. I do not 
wish to pursue this subject to-day, but I 
feel that something is‘ wrong, and I pro- 
pose, before the Senate meets again, to 
bring the matter under the notice of the 
Minister, with a view to having it righted, 
if possible. 2 

Senator Russerz.—I do not think it is 
quite fair to the Government for the hon- 
otable senator to make a charge without 
giving some partictilars. 

‘Senator PRATTEN.—I am not mak- 
ing any definite charge; but I have had 
brought under my notice one or two illus- 
trations of what is going on in that Terri- 
tory. If the statements are true, the 
position ig unreasonable, and should be 
righted. 

Senator Russeii.—Seeing that the re- 
putation of the Administration is at stake, 
I wish the honorable senator would be 
good enough to let me know what he has 
in his mind, so that we may right it. © 

Senator PRATTEN.—Very well. One 
matter is in connexion with the sale of 
rubber, and concerns a firm known as 
Carpenter. The other matter is in con- 
nexion with a soldier, who 
/ 


I promised the honorable _ 


has been ~ 








ARNT ath oN 
ont Sled ta a 

3 Nirotiened with dismissal if his wife oes 
up there as a nurse in a Methodist Mis- 
sion. I give these cases in response to 
the Minister’s inquiry; and I only want 
to say that, inasmuch as the mandate has 
“not yet been received from the League of 
Nations, and we have been carrying on 
the administration under the military 
Jaw, in the terms of the German capitu- 
lation, for over four years, it seems a pity 
that any alteration should be made pend- 
ing the receipt of the mandate. I am not 
“quite sure if what is going on now is legal 
or can be justified, or whether the: Go- 
vernment would not be better advised to 
allow the military administration to con- 
tinue until such time as the League of 
Nations gives the Commonwealth the 
mandate for which we are waiting. 


Senator BENNY (South Australia) 
[3.40].—I do not wish to take up the 
time of the Senate, but I desire to call 
attention to the very unsatisfactory re- 
ply I received from the Minister (Senator 

tussell) yesterday in connexion with the 
importation and distribution of German 
bibles in, the Commonwealth. During 
the war the Government very properly 
issued a proclamation prohibiting the im- 
portation of bibles and hymn-books 
printed in the German language, with a 
view to stopping any. propaganda work. 
~I-do not blame them for that. But we 
are now at peace, and the Government, 
under pressure, I presume, from the 
Lutheran Synod, and also after requests 
made by the British and Foreign Bible 
- Society, gave permission to the Lutheran 
‘Synod to import German bibles and 
_hymn-books.”.. I do not object to that. 
_ Those people have a perfect right to wor- 
‘ship in their own way, and read the Bible 
in their own tongue, and I do not wish 
that right to be withdrawn from them. 
‘But, unfortunately, the Government re- 
fused permission to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society to import bibles 
in the German language. That, I think, 
is a shocking state of affairs, because the 
British and Foreign Bible Society is in- 
 tensely loyal. It is presided over by the 
Duke of Connaught, and it has done more 

than any other society to spread the bene- 
fits of the Christian religion throughout 
_ the world. It is scandalous that the Go- 

--vernment should” prohibit this society 

from importing into Australia bibles 


cs in the German or any 


President of 





























guage. This policy is quit¢ at vi 
with that adopted in other parts of 
British Empire. All over the worl 
British and Foreign Bible Society he 
right to print and distribute bibles in an 
language. The society is entirely suy 
ported by private subscriptions, and dos 
not seek to make a profit on ‘its | 
actions. ath 
Senator Wirson.—Were ‘these bit 
printed in Germany? a ti 
Senator Sec —TI do “not ii 


not Santer 


Senator, Witson.—l think — 
matter. ry 
Senator BENNY.—We do sant 


war on religion. If our German- a 
citizens of fhe Commonwealth desire to | 
read fees bibles in their own , tong eG, 


many now at all, 
and out, and will never come a 
Her great men pretended that there 
going to be a second Punie war; — 
although they had lost the first war, t 


different as to what the Geta 7 
think now. Personally, I do not e 
fear the German propaganda TOW: ; 


Bible Society those rights w e 
ie to it ee the British 
pire: 


matter. 
Senator 
the Executive Cons 
[3.44].—In regard to the statement 1 
by Senator Pratten, I may say that 1 


Psoasuent re some time past. 
than encourage keen competition amor 
commission agents, we are making 
able arrangements for the control of 4] 
whole of the traffic until the mandate A 
other matters are settled. i 

Se eet PRATTEN. rela can x 





















































ow any abus 
st fionality or Da yise of our 
an only be determined by the 


if this ati 


ie RUSSELL —We are pre- 
y Ee ianiicalien. At any rate, we 


es to do our aa When we 


i the iG ovcininene: to do a ne 
in Australia is of 
IT may have 


ae ea _ part of his ce he made what 
to be sa hu dbinpetke to a cnunieay and 


ve) 
mae ; 


I was not angry 
she honorable senator, but my point 
hat charges should not be made 
| hen pe eones for a month., 


te “promise me the Meuhinea tion of an 
is ! 





ni ae etry: —If I prove injustice 
e Minister sii to rectify 16? 
) if, 





am not an authority on the matter 
ned by Senator Benny. I promised 
orab'e senator to get the papers 
Jay, and have them now, but I find 
at they end where I started to reply 

e honorable senator’ s question to- 


” one Bady aia, as ane dis- 
He: aa literature. if me eve Bot 


ay 





"decided to pies eceneane edie in the 
German language to fly around Austra io 


: hg lines hes is going on, so that I may 





ance have a7, satishi 


te iu? By pee et t i i 





without being under control. Acting with — 
the best intentions, we thought that the _ 
crganization connected with the Lutheran _ is 
Church was the best to intrust with the — 
distribution of bibles printed in the Ger- 
man language. Now we are told that we 
have made a mistake and done some in- 
jury to a patriotic British society. I shall 
bring the matter under the notice of the — 
Minister, and ask him to consider it well, 
and to treat sympathetically the applica- 
tion of the patriotic British society in 
question to be permitted to do the dis- 
tribution. I can do no more than that. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 














Senate adjourned at 3.48 p.m. 


Ne ae prereset eta 


House of Representatives. is 
Friday, 5 November, T9208 Sy i 


Mr. Speaxer (Hon, Sir Elliot Johnson) _ 
took the. chair at 11 am, and read — 
prayers. | 7 ne 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. ' 
Mr. CORSER asked the Acting Min- i 


ister for Repatriation, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that some returned 
soldiers with increasing families require a fur: 
ther addition to, say, four-roomed cottages pur- 
chased by them, at less than the total sum 
authorized under the War Service Homes rer. 
culations? 

2. If a returned soldier under clause 9, ane 
clause (¢), of the regulations obtained an aoe 
vance less than his authorized borr owing power, 
would he subsequently, under sub-clause (e), 
be eligible for further assistance to meet the, 
eost of such necessary addition required for an 
increasing family, but not exceeding the ‘total. | 
authorized advance to returned soldiers ? ea 

Mr. RODGERS —The On : 
advises— — 

1. and 2. No. The object of the War Sena 
Homes Act is to provide returned soldiers and 
their dependants with the means whereby they Ra 
may acquire their own homes. If successful 
applicants could apply at any later period fo 
further assistance there would be no end to 
the activities of the Commission, and | this 
point is closely related to the question — of 
finance which, a8 the honorable member is — 
aware, is very acute. However, the suggestion / 
to make additional help available to. those _ 
who have already been assisted to acquire a 
home will be reviewed when the applications. ae 
already submitted by returned soldiers and 
others who have not yet aed praen ussist- 


























| MAKIN asked Ry aie re- 





ft the House the papers in reference to the 
recall of Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay Smith, 
-0.C., No. 1 Australian General Hospital, Helio- 
polis, Egypt; in 1915? ; 
ee ie GRANVILLE KRY RIE~—The 
_ documents upon which the Minister 
’ acted in accepting the advice of the autho- 
a rities overseas have already been made 
w available for the 
Ay members, and I shall be happy to enable 
a te: honorable member for Hindmarsh to 
, poe. them. | 













IN TER-STATE COMMISSION. 


ae BLUNDELL. asked the Minister 
tr Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. What is the total amount paid in salaries 
me the members of the Inter-State Commission? 
_ 2. What is the total amount paid for clerical 
assistance, travelling, office, and other expenses 
of the Commission? é 
3. What recommendations of the Commission 
- * have been given effect to? 


e Mr. GREENE.—The 
2 ia obtained. 


w 


information is 





| KESWICK MILITARY HOSPITAL. 


) . _ Mr. MAKIN asked the Minister repre- 
ue senting the Minister for Defence, upon 
_notice— 


Whether the Government will have prepared 
te statement, and have the same laid on the 
fy - table of the House at the earliest opportunity, 
i : OaeNE the following :— 
O) The total amount paid by the Govern- 
_ ment during the periods July, 1918, 
ae June, 1919, July, 1919, and June, 
Sane 1920, in connexion with the medical 
and surgical administration and staff 
at the military hospital at Keswick, 
- South Australia? 
4 @ ) A detailed list of practitioners and the 
_ respective amounts received ‘for 



















eh duties at the above-hospital? 
Gh: (3) A list of practitioners permanently 
attached to the staff? 

{4) A list of practitioners in the service 
of the Department at this hospital 
% who also have a private practice? 
(5) A list of practitioners who are in the 
service of the Department at the 
above hospital, and who are also re- 


for such other duties? © 


Sir ir GRANVILLE RYRIE, Yes. 







i 
7 


perusal of honorable - 
of the Navy, and due from su last, 


. 2. 1s it a fact that the witidana: wh 


tained by other Government Depart- 
ments, and what amounts are received 


| re) until sige iar ah of on cider nk: ; 












Stations aie the Aenea of the } av 
the Department of the Postmaster-Ge1 

following injustices have occurred: 
permanent officers of the Commo: 































reduced eae the Professional class vat 
vice to the Clerical; 


been paid by the Navy, and that the 
sioner for the Public Service has igno 
same when, assessing their present sa 
(c) that officers have been reduced 1 i 


£12 nies increment, making: thei és 
duction £41 per annum?- — . 


members of the Radio Telgraphists Ins 
Australasia, instructed their secretary 
the Public Service Commissioner to all 
representation when the details of the tra 
were being considered, in order to m 
ee 


hese officers were 
men ”? ana 
5. If so, why have these men ‘been depr 
of their status? hi 
6. As. these officers. inve reveitod no 
bonus, repatriation benefits, or ree 
any sort for their services at a time Of 
national danger, will the Governmen 
late hour, in recognition of this ,se 
in view of the treatment now meted 
them, appoint a special tribunal to — 
into their case at once with their. offi ia 
sentative? 






I promised Linkuehe satooneel ty 
be obtained, end the Acting 
Service Commissioner has now fu 
me with the following i informati 


1. (a) Upon re-appointment to th As 
Service certain of the officers retary 
























in the Clerical Division, and » no- 
now exists for difference in divisio 
cation. Where the duties are of. 
character, e.g., engineers, the fie 
classified in the Professional Divi: 














to date of transfer have been | p 
cases where it is the practice to 








(¢e) While, owing to difference 
































. teks has been a anaes ‘increase. 
noted that the Navy scale of salary 
ll services rendered by officers on Sun- 
holidays, and for overtime, which, 
iblic Service practice, are eu aes ta: 


y reduction in salary has also BES 
lacing the Radio staff under similar 
to those of the general body of 
s in the grant of allowances to meet 
nditions of living. Each unmarried 
ll receive £30, and each married officer 
n addition to salary, and remuneration 
re mday and holiday work should amount 

east an additional thirty days’ pay. Ex- 
of Sunday and holiday pay, the officers 
[ the Radio staff will be paid during the cur- 
nt inancial | year a sum of £4,250 above what 


er the Department. of the Navy, and:“re- 
ed increments from Ist July, 1920. 

it is not known whether any such instruc- 
was given, but a request was received 
e secretary of the institute for repre- 


‘i Pecsthe request was Lacie on coe of 
: policy. 


- in the Postmaster-General’s Posten 
‘the officers were designated “ Engineer 
rators,” Professional Division. 

See answer to 1 (a). 

, It is not considered that the appointment 
My pecial tribunal is justified, as the officers 
receiving equitable treatment in connexion 


ad 


their transfer to the Postmaster-General’s 


_ ADJOURNMENT. 
BY eF THE LoRD Mayor ¢ OF Core. 









ion from the fuuerabla member 
algoorlie, in which he desires to 
the adjourpment of the House “ for 
urpose of calling attention to the 
Ol ae tevalion relations with 
} ean of the action of that 
y's. Government in connexion with 






1 hai | 









ae MAHON (Kalgoorlie) fil.4).— 
participation of Australia in the 
it European war justifies the inter- 
; this Parliament in other 


f, international importance. We 
4s oh Saas of small nabons 








ade ae ea the, eta at for ‘ae 


eae panic 3 in the Navy Ree, 


settlement for many years, ve 


second, I take it, was the hope th 









mocracy *; at least, so we were assured - 


during ‘the continuanca of the war. 
That being so, we are entitled to 
show concern for small nations other 
than Belgium and Poland whose liberty 
is impaired and in which Democracy, is” 
not safe. “ Mg 


Our intervention in this conaicr, which, 
by the way, evoked much eulogy from. ais 
persons who have since proved — neither ia 
friends to one small nation nor to De- a i 
mocracy, establishes our right to a voice | 
in international matters, and cancels any — 
objection which might otherwise be raised 
to this motion. iis 


The people of Australias yaaa eee 
aside a noisy but negligible faction — ae 
—having taken part in the war, 
and having thus shown their desire 
for the liberty of small nations and 
for the triumph. of Democracy, must be 
taken as cordially favouring removal of — 
the grievances. of Ireland. We may, 
therefore, assume that they eae 
“and reprehend the policy which has ree © 
sulted in the tragic death of the Lord’ He 





TS z se es 





Mayor of Cork. That. event ak a 
provoked amazement and indivnne hoy 
throughout the civilized world. The | 


‘public conscience is shocked by a policy 
which leads.to such tragedies. Close ob-— 
servers of events, here and cleowhone | 
fear that a continuance of this policy — 
will lead to strained relations between 
Australia and Britain. This fear is 
shared by some of the clearest thinkers — 
and most eminent men, even in England. 
Among others let me cite Lord Denman, . 
a former Governor-General of Australia, — 
who knows this country Satie 
Writing to the London Times on oe 
September last, he said— 


If not too late; the Lord Mayor of. Cork 
should be released immediately. His death 
in prison will probably defer hope of Irish 



























This is the part which I upline far : 
the benefit of honorable members and 
those outside who may be inclined to ob 
ject to the motion—~ a 


and will certainly have serious ont 
the soe ta Dominions. aay, 





reasons for abne in that strain. "The 
first, of course, was to save the English | 
Government from the reproach of the 
murder of the Lord Mayor of Cork; 






‘ release would bring about a more speedy Hi 


_ settlement of the Irish question. But he 
had a third reason. Lord Denman, 
knowing Australia well, is aware that 
- our domestic problems are often compli- 
cated by appeals to sectarian rancour and 
-anti-Irish prejudices, which invariably 
; provoke retaliation. It is apparent that 
he desired to remove the cause of 
~ these outbreaks, in order that Aus- 
tralia might attend to her national 
affairs, free from such extraneous 
_obtrusiveness. I may commend the 
wise words and the deliberate warning of 
_ Lord Denman to the consideration of the 
‘. House and the country. j 


In itself, and apart from other circum- 
stances the death in a foreign prison of 
the Lord Mayor of an Irish city should 
give pause to every man who values civic 
liberty. Let us consider what manner of 
man he was, and why he met death in 
a convict cell. No criminal, certainly. 


Kyen the Thugs who gaoled him dare not 


utter that perjury. He was a man irre- 
proachable in domestic and private life, 
a poet and idealist, beloved by his fellow- 
citizens, the parliamentary representative 
and chief magistrate of an ancient and 
important city. What sort. of Govern- 
ment is it which puts a man of this type 
in fetters, and condemns him to the 
death of a felon ? 


Mr. Constwoinz.—The death of a hero. 
‘Mr. MAHON.—Let us consider the 


character of the Government which did 
this thing. I say deliberately that you 
would have to go back to the Russia of 
the Chars or to some of the cut-throat 
clubs of the French Bevolnnen for its 


L oegndag 


Mr. Marr.— What was Hane was not as , 


bad as shooting policemen in the back. 


Mr. MAHON.—I never heard of a 
policeman being shot in the back, except 
when he was running away. The honor- 
‘able member should know 
‘are no policemen in Ireland. There are 
spies; there are the agents provocateurs 


Rg of a foreign Government: but there are 


no men who at any time perform purely 


police duties as understood in Australia. 


_ There is not a police force in Ireland in 
the ordinary sense of the term. l sup- 
- pose the honorable member spoke out to 


_ the fullness of his ignorance of Irish mat- 


es fees 


that there’ 






























ring to the British Governme! tf 
foreign Government in Ireland? | 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I have no pr 
knowledge that the reference was to 1 
English Government. In any ease, t 
honorable member is only a eine 
own view. 

Mr. MAHON.—This ridiculous 
of order I shall meet by a plai 
ment. I have no hesitation in 





British Governinent is a foreign ( 
ment. F 
Mr, Lisrzr.—You have. sworn sat 
giance to: it. ! 
Mr, epee Have 1? 


the last war to make this a nation. 
Mr. MAHON.—I do not think t 
the honarabie member did sen hia, ng 
Mr. 
member Ts tineele did not. 
Mr. MAHON.—I was past te age 
fighting; otherwise I might have gor 
where there was some danger; I d 
that the honorable member did thi 
Mr. Fremine.—Then you Ge neh 
atl ee it. | 





as san were in a position to nee 

Mr. Jacxson.—In any ease, what 
the matter under discuaete to. do 
Australia ? 

Mr. MAHON. aha had the wal 
tween England and Germany to do 
Australia? Is it nothing to Aust 


whose sons in. thousands died 
the liberty of Belgium and F 
that little Ireland, a parb of 


British Empire, has had its. | 
ruthlessly suppressed? Having spe 
numbered millions to help to “ 
world safe for nea 8. 


ate. in Troliwal oh 

I desire to assure the “Housel 
am not voicing the sentiments a 
those of the kinship or of the bloo 
the Lord Mayor of Cork. Here IL 
a copy of the London Nation, a newspaf 
not published in the interests of 
particular party, but apparently an_ 
partial one. The he ge is, au bis! 










might sha a 3 es pages with 
so far as international politics 


ned. The Nation says— 

; a representative leader of © Irish 
,» ® member of Parliament, and a 
of Sinn Fein. What are his rela- 
ith the British Government? Mr. 
ney was first arrested four years ago. 
then deported to Wakefield prison 
ial or charge. Some months later 
released ‘‘ without explanation or 
In a few months he was. re- 
ted and deported. He escaped, was re- 
d, and sentenced to nine months’ im- 
“ee for a seditious speech. In one 
h of 1918 he was released for ill-health, 
e-arrested the next. Again he was dis- 
a sick man, .re-arrested at the prison 
d deported, ‘untried and unchargéd, to 
Release, again ‘‘ without explana- 
yw apology,’’ followed next spring. In 
umn of 1919 and in the following year 
e arrants were issued against him. His 
arrest, and his fourth iy je aie as to Eng- 
» took piace last su 


Not by a jury 
lection countrymen, but by a court 


What sort of justice was 
ike ly to get from a tribunal of that 
2 What was his phi His offence 


<i belong exclusively to the army 
That was the offence for 


tenced to two years’ Re uniatent, 
id to a lingering and painful death. 

r JOSEPH Cooke CA lingering and 
] death ee 


"ROWSE. AN ould’ poke eathorities 
him any food ? 


a asks that silly question is evi- 
“Se to understand or ei 






rend en an exalted act. 
Prowse.—I cannot! 

: MAHON. —No; certainly not. 
honorable member is more concerned 
i piss of wheat. | 

Hxctor Lamonp.—There is a great 
difference between a man offering 
iS a svbadiani and his Age mur- 


3 suicide wie fabs a a . burning build 


. ance,’ 


that the mat er is of vngent hen ¥ 






ing to save life, or that a man in war time, 
when fighting against the enemy, suicides 
when he giyes his life to save the lives of 
others? That is what the Lord Mayor of fh 
Cork did, and I hope that there will be 
no Thugeish suggestion that a com: ‘ 
mitted suicide, ae 
Mr. Prowsre.—There is no question : 
about it. : eo 
Mr. MAHON.—It is a lie! 


Sir Josep Coox.—I rise to a int Ore 
order. It is quite clear that this ae : 
cannot be debated calmly. 


Mr. Manon. —Simply on account of in- 4 
solent interjections from the other side, — 

Sir Josera Coox.—I ask your ruling, 
Mr. Speaker, whether this is a an ae 
which should be debated in the bic lb 
way- I should like to know, first of all, 
where the urgency of this matter igen 
how it becomes a matter of urgent public 
importance here in Australia. There — 
is another course available in order to 
debate such questions ag this. che : 
question of Irish wrongs has been ae- — 
bated here, as you, sir, may recollect, on 
more. than one occasion, Such a) 
question ought to be debated on a specific — 
motion ; it 1s not in the nature of a mat-_ 
ter of urgent public importance such as. 

























































to justify a motion for the adjournment 


of the House, and the setting aside of the - 
ordinary business of the country. Isub- ~ 
mit that the motion is not one within the — 
category of the standing order, which | 
provides clearly that an honorable. mem- : 
ber must rise in his place, and must haga i 
pose to move the adjournment of the — 
House for the purpose of discussing a 

i definite matter of urgent public import. 
This is a motion which would » 
properly find its place, if at all, on the | 
ordinary business-paper, to be dealt with | 

in the ordinary way. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot Jona Nas? 
ee .—The question whether this is a mo- e 













x 













ee La that, Mr. eee 










ish to hear! 

_ Sir Josepn Coox.—The honorable mem- 
ber had better stop such insults; ae 
will not help the discussion. 


_ Mr. SPEAKER. __T refer to see 


: order 38, which \is as follows :— 


No motion for the adjournment of the Housed 
shall be made except by a Minister’ of the 
Crown, unless a member after petitions have 
_ been presented and notices of questions and 
- motions given, and before the business of the 























_ pose to move the adjournment for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent pu blic 
os importance (which he shall then state and 
hand in writing to the Speaker), and unless 
Pan five. members shall thereupon rise in their 
\ places as indicating approval]. of the proposed 
discussion. The member proposing the motion 
- for adjournment shall not be allowed to ad- 
a dress the House on such motion until the 
_ Spéaker shall have ascertained that five mem- 
phers approve of the proposed motion. 


- Sir Josrru Coox.—That does not ale 
the matter urgent, 


jo Mr) SPEAKER.—Tt has heed decided 
by. Speakers of the House of Com: 












ee members rise in their places is an in- 
| _ dication that the matter is regarded by a 
section of the House as one of urgent 
_ public importance, and that it is not one 
for the Speaker to determine>~That the 
opus is placed on the House seems to be 
clear from the fact that five members 
must rise in their places to signify 
approval and concurrence, and as an 
indication that. they regard the question 
s one of urgent importance. Of course, 














ter as it thinks fit. 


I ask to be permitted to point out——— 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Does the Treasurer 
question my ruling? 







where I think it is wrong. 





nee ‘that is by submitting a motion of 
dissent in writing; the Speaker’s ruling 
cannot be canvassed or debated except 






House. would become chaotic if, when a 
; ruling were given, it were made the sub- 


Se eee, the elt scitig 





specifically | provide : 
a 1B a bapa if it is 1 

Mr. BRENNAN. —Anything does to odes ¢ 

/ discussion that the Treasurer does not 


. mennes before. 1b ae be ae 


day is called on rising in his place shall pro-. 


press no further opinions of my « 


every part of Ireland, reported 


mons that the fact that a certain number 


ing of three persons is” ‘an illegal 


is mainly political, its charges to t 
it is for the House to deal with the mat- 


Sir Joserpn Coox. —Very “pespectrully 


‘Sir Josepx Coox.—I wish to point out 5 


Gan SPEAKER.—There is only one 
; to challenge the Speaker’s ruling, 


under such a motion. Honorable mem- 
bers will see how the business of the. 


ject of debate and argument with the 
? without OAL inant sixty-fiv 









has heard another view in Tegar 


gs 





procedure. ee: 

Mr. MAHON. ie Treasurer 
very successful in his object. Kn 
that the nranaae Orders limit ; y : 
However, in view af che feeling 
Government side of the House, I 



































simply read the deliberate dk 
of the members of the Britis 
mentary Labour party. | 
the British delegation, after 


colleagues in the Hues of Comn 


Ireland is utterly estranged . . 
administration whose methods would driv 
spirited nation "into a state of gear seated | 
dangerous. discontent. . Over th 
greater part of . Ireland the belief exists, tha 
Dublin® Castle pursues a policy of ca 
provocation. The civil and military \p 
tween them have destroyed practically a 
guards. of personal and _ political di 
. . . . Raids on private houses are of G 
men occurrence. Possession of 


leaflei means--immediate _arrest. 


Pairs and markets, an essential pa 
trade, are prohibited; trade union 
even national games and pastimes 
bidden, and musical and literary festis % 
the most harmless character are reg 
conspiracies. . . . The High Cour 


juries. and political feeling often determ 
judgment. No Irish Judge -condemr 
Ulster rebellion of 1913-14, which was 

eminent King’s Counsel; but to-day 
Judges condemn Southern ‘« seditio 
contempt with which Courts are reg 
the direct reflex of the general misrul 














honorable mani heres 


A Government is no Government, a 
lish understand government, whic 
the representative principle or inhibits. 
working. This is what we have " le 
representation, . 





















to the! passage which fellowne 


In 1918, sixty-eight Sinn Feiners w 
by the people of Ireland. Of the 
sentenced ten to death and twenty 
servitude. Thirty-seven have be 
without charge, and imprisoned — 








































eight i escaped igh lertion of , 
The normal residence of an Irish” 


% Cd 


me remove one possible misconcep- 
These Irish members of Parlia- 


ds established by the English Go- 
ment in Ireland, which are practically 
cal with the ‘machinery by which 
lected members of Parliament in 
land. Such of these members who 
e not in gaol could enter the House of 
10ns to-morrow if they choose to do 
but. they decline. Is it not a shock- 
5 ome on Britain’s boasted love 
freedom that the elect of the nation 

| their place, not in Parliament, but in 
gaols of the country? I am confident 
t Australia will not stand for a policy 


lead to serious estrangement between 
Dominions and the Imperial Govern- 


) not wish to quote much from the 
ralian press, but there is a summary 
le position in the Australian Worker 
he 15th July, which well expresses 
she position. We are told— 


he situation in Ireland is without precedent 
the history of any civilized people. No 
in bagparities were ever practised by the 
; ermans in Alsace-Lorraine as have been per- 
petrated in Ireland within the past five years. 
‘To-day there are nearly 100,000 British 
oops and 11,000 armed police trying vainly to 
€0 pel the Irish. race to show respect for Eng- 
officials, whom they loathey and for Eng- 
aws which they neither made nor sanc- 
ed. And this criminal and tragic farce is 
ing the British taxpayers over £14,000,000 
. For what? 

e Irish people desire to injure Britain 
British? Are they trying to undermine 
nitish Empire? Are they attempting to 
nex ny British territory or to. invade Eng- 


Of etree: they are not attempting any of 
things. Ireland’s only offence is that 
le demand the right to make their own 
ithout the intervention of foreign 


objection was made a few moments 
to the propriety of referring to the 
sh Government in Ireland as a 
gn Government. I repeat that any 
inistration which does not exist by 
ee will and the sanction of the 
» over whom it functions is a foreign 
ment. Here, in this newspaper, I 
1 endorsement of that statement— 


itain, being the bigger of the two, 
discontinue the. Sikes ora and the 





inrighteous, and that, if continued, it. 


nd foreign bayonets. . 


Present writer, who is neither Irish le 


Roman Catholic, is aware that there are a 
small number of people in Ireland who want 
to be governed from Downing-street, onsets 
For the most part, they are either religious 
fanatics or capitalistic reactionaries, who see 
“Rome” or “ Bolsh” in red letters. 
ever way they turn. 

We have quite a number of the same kidney 
in the Commonwealth, but we do not allow 
them to run the country as they do in Ireland, 
with the aid of British machine guns, tanks, 
and troops. 

What is there about Ireland which: makes 
it so attractive to John Bull that he is con- 


tent to incur the contempt of the whole ~ 


civilized world rather than leave the place 
alone? What does Britain gain by keeping — 
Ireland as a thorn in her flesh? “i 

Would it not be immeasurably wiser policy — 
to have Ireland-as a contented, happy. and 
prosperous neighbour? 


I think I may fairly conclude with aheam 


words. [regret very much the heat which 


has been imported into this discussion. — 


It was not of my seeking. IT had-no inten- — 
tion whatever of saying anything to 
offend any hoffonable member, or, in-— 
deed, any person in the community. If 
T have inadvertently done so, I regret it, 


‘but the justification is in the uncalled-for — 


provocation I received from the ‘benches 
opposite. 


Mr. HUGHES ( Bendigo—Prime Misiad 
ter and Attorney-General) [11.32].—I 
must confess to a feeling of surprise that, 
under the Standing Orders, such a matter 
as this can be treated as one of urgency. 
The honorable member for Kalgoorlie © 
(Mr. Mahon) can hardly expect us to 
believe that he has submitted this motion — 
in order to do some good thing for Aus- 
tralia. If he would have us believe, as 
we readily can, that he has moved Ae 
motion to do some evil to Britain and the — 


Empire, then it does seem most amazing — 


that it should be possible for him to do 
so with impunity under the Standing 


Orders and procedure of this House, — 


which recognise Australia as an integral 
part of the British Empire, and, in so 
many words, declare emphatically that the 
King of Britain i is the King of this coun- 
try. The honorable member has chosen _ 
as ‘a peg upon which to hang his diatribe 
against England the death of Alderman 
MacSwiney, Lord Mayor of Cork. In 
this matter every man speaks for himself. 





I am not going into the merits of the — 
offence of the a Lord Mayas. Gs Ney ee 


which: . 


@ 





































































ae 
ea es had no admiration for a man 
who: “died, fora <eause; but if) oP 
am: asked whether this man died for 
a just cause, I join issue with the honor- 
able member and say that he did not. 
died for a cause in which he believed. 
of I am asked to bow my head as a token 
of respect for that man I do so, but it 
must not be understood that in doing 
a I am blaming Britain. The honor- 
able member introduces this matter in a 
- way that suggests that he thinks all the 
merits are on the one side. He has: in- 
_ vited us to censure Britain. We cannot 
do that. 

- Ministertan Mrmpurs. —We will not 
“ado The) 

Mr. HUGHES.—By passing the reso- 
ee which the honorable member 
would have us pass, we. would tear up 
our Constitution and our connexion with 
Great Britain. 

_ has asked us some very foolish questions 
this morning. He referred us to a news- 
- paper called the Nation, which he would 
_ have us believe gives an impartial expres- 
sion of British opinion. He then pro- 
eeeded to quote the Worker. I do not 
know who is the writer of the article he 





quoted, but in some newspaper in this. 


-eountry one can find support for any 
‘opinion one pleases to express. 
find support, just as effective and com- 
plete for Lenin and Trotsky and the 
bloody: horrors which those men have per- 
NM venigmae in Russia during the last two 
or three years. 
Mr. Constpinz.—The Prime Minister 
does not know what he is talking about. 
Mr. HUGHES,—They have perpe- 
Waakud. bloody horrors the like of which 
has never been known in civilized times. 
Iam not going to censure Britain; I am 
not going to interfere with the rights of 
the British Parliament to mind its own 
_ business. 


“ gitempted to tell us what we ought to do 
in matters within our own constitutional 
power, I should be the first to tell him 
aa mind his own business. We have busi- 
Let us attend 
















og ails us believe Sk. all the eats 


tis manner in Ces he 4 was teonied Ae ie 
would not like any one to think that 


He 


7 _ two wounded, and two ‘‘ places an 
The honorable member | 


T could 


If some member of that Par-. 
-Hament rose in his place to-morrow and 
‘He was surrounded by a dozen me 


_ embittering the constabulary an i 


0 this: matter are entirely with: Ireland 


ny am not going to Roy d. nglish 
Ireland. Let the English defend i 





tralis, to. censure Koyanagi on the 
that one man. after a fast of over s 
days, has died, in order to ene 
he believes in Sinn Fein, 


of which neither the hone : 
nor I has seen equalled in his | 
must have a curious view of 
opinion in Australia. I have be 
last night's issue of the Herald 
morning’s issue of the Argus. — 

Herald it is stated that in Trelan 
the last forty-eight hours two policeme 
have been killed and two wounded ; th 
one soldier has been ioe a 
wounded, two civilians 


killed. In the panier: ee 


a Public will not help police.” Th @ xu 
orable member for Kalgoorlie has : 
that he did not know of any polic man 
in Ireland who had been shot in the 
Sir, they shot an Irish Roman @atholi 
policeman while he was before the a 
The honorable member would have 
lieve that the police of Ireland a € 
testants and Englishmen; Th Yous 
mostly Irish ed Catholics. ‘This 1 
was shot before the altar—a foul, sacri 
ligious crime. They shot another maz 
his way home from mass. They wait 
for him, and as he left the church 4 
shot him, The eablegram to which I 
just referred states that— 


The outrages have been spread 
area, and have been of a most cc 
character. Constable Maxwell, whe 


defend the constable, 
Bruff, went for a cycle ride. His’ q 
found in a drain practically naked, 
Fulton was killed in the streets of 


a number of shots at short_ range 


street. 
It is believed that the viel! he 
thize with the murder campaign, 


increasing reprisals. 
must be known to scores of people 
assist’ the pple to brats the 





















































though he is a ‘Roman Catholic 
rishman, he is a policeman. Be- 
eis a policeman he is outside the 
1d may be murdered with impu- 
lywhere and at any time. 


annot agree to this motion. The 
of Sinn Fein, for which Alderman 
Winey has died, 4s a cause which 


tained by bloody murder. Those 
ts in Ireland who have had. the 
oe to tell the peovle what is right, 
condemned it, but the honorable 
ger did not quote them. . I deplore 
1eSe: oe Gene and murders, i ee 


ey oe to secure some sort of settle- 

it of Irish affairs. That, however, is 
yond the powers of any one man. The 
puble is embedded in the racial hatred 
abits of mind of the two peoples. It 
pend. ‘the power of this Parliament, 
British Parliament, or any other 
islature to deal with. I do not justify 
thing that has been done; but af I am 
8 when a policeman is shot that the 
pemment should - do eee ne his 


“e to one section of the Irish people, 
ile the opportunity for justice is denied 
I will not have it. If I am 


then I declare haatatntsly 
-am.on the British side. There 
i atter stands. It is not that I am 
pting to justify the manner in which 


nglish- have) governed Treland— 


pe Ireland properly. The Eng- 
not paccaniand the Celts, and a 


e seek to establish a prs within 
at the very heart. of the Empire. 
‘ish problem is one for Britain to 
A (7s _We have nothing whatever 
bo with it. But as the honorable 
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Mahon) in- 
that we must express our opinion, 
expressed mine quite clearly ; I am 
d to the honorable member’s view. 
regard Britain as a foreign 

it were a foreign | ‘country, 
honorable “members : Teds aaa 


ot, hate a eae Chi Bee oa res alk 


‘are very ready to. avail themselves of — 


‘succeed, hacsieae it rests on force 


f the English coast, and thus aim . 


of self-defence and had carried out reprisals es 


a oe an in consti tueney, 





because they would not then be natural- 
ized. When they speak of, Britain — 

as a foreign country, they do not seer to. 
recognise that everything they have they | 
owe to Britain’s might and power.* They — 


British protection. The honorable mem- 

ber for Kalgoorlie quoted a statenient — 

from Lord Denman that there would be — 
trouble in Australia; are we to ee a 
stand that if we do not pass this motion eK 
the honorable member will attempt to re- 
create in Australia the state of- affairs ‘ 
that exists in Ireland? Let him try it; he ~ 
will then find that the Australians are of — 
a temperament altogether different from : 
that of the English, mh 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11. 47 | —The oie 
Prime Minister said that honorable mem- _ 
bers on this side are not naturalized, and, 
therefore, have no rights in Australia, I 
was born in this country, and IT have as. 
much right to be here as has any other 
citizen born of Welsh parents. .Unfor- 
tunately, 1 was not in the Chamber when 
the honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 
Mahon) raised this question; had I been ~ 
here I would have supported him in draw- _ 
ing attention to this matter. I have 
heard honorable members opposite praise 
Arthur Henderson, the present Leader of 
the Labour party in Great Britain. He’. 
is a good Nonconformist like myself, bub’ 
they omit to mention the fact that his 
attitude on the Irish question is the same 
as ours. I do not say that all the fault — 
is on one side.» We have heard of a sug- 
gestion that a battalion of the Australian — 
Imperial Force should be sent to Franee, a 


and apparently it is right for one side to. 


say what it thinks on this matter, but the — 
other side must say nothing. Mr. ‘Asquith, ‘ 
who I presume is a non-Catholic, speak- — 
ing in the House of Commons a fortnight oe 


‘ago on the motion of Mr Arthur Hen- — 
derson demanding an inquiry into. ‘the ines 






position in Treland, said— 


there was prima facie evidence that the pol lice 
and military were going far beyond the limits 








which were a crime and an outrage a 
naaec ute innocent. people. e 






He is not an Irishman, and Hoe no Pers 







ie, ¢ Mat ee 
aR BILAN 


: Be Aion 





ae TUDOR. BAN man in Mr. agar: 
position has no axe to grind; the only 
motive he can have is to tell the truth. 
 Apharently honorable members opposite 
‘see a political motive in every speech 
-made* by an opponent. . Speaking at 
‘Leicester on Saturday— 


Mr. Asquith said he was amazed and ashamed» 
at the lethargy and indifference of the British | 
eile regarding the policy of reprisals. 
only hope, for Ireland was complete and un- 

restricted self-government. 


The Herald of 30th August contained 


this cable message— 

In a letter, the Rev. F. B. Meyer, President 
‘e the National Federation of Free Churches, 
urges every congregation in Great Britain to 
telegraph to-morrow to the Prime Minister, 
petitioning for the release of Alderman 
McSweeney, who is undergoing a sentence of 
two years’ imprisonment in Brixton Gaol, and 
is hunger-striking. 

That Federation comprises practically 
the whole of the churches in Great Bri- 
tain, except the Anglican church, which 

ae notoriously the most conservative body 

~ in the Old Country.. The Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) stated that he would ‘not 
defend English rule in Ireland ; there are 
‘some honorable members opposite who 
will not go as far as the Prime Minister 
an that regard. 

_ Sir Rozert Besr.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. TUDOR.—I agree with the Prime 
Minister upon that point, as must every 


fair-minded person who is not an anti- 
Catholic. 


Sir Roserr Bexst.—The honorable 
member had better refer to anti- 
Britishers. 


- Mr. TUDOR.—I am as Goan a Graauhes 
as is any man in the House, and a much 
better Australian than many honorable 
members are. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp. —Why does the 
eahorable member seek to make a poli- 
cal issue a religious one? 


_ Mr. TUDOR.—It has been made a re- 
oa issue by honorable mcmbers oppo- 
site. I have always refused to make a 

religious issue of the Irish question, and 
i will continue to do so. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Every argu- 

Br ont the honorable member has used so 

_ far has been a religious one. 


Mr. TUDOR—I merely quoted the 


- ‘opinion of the Rev...F. B: Meyer, 
S, epeendont- of ‘the National © Federation 
se hota 


Churches,® of which Mr. 





; Toya: Hljres ue 
gret exceedingly that occasion has ar 


The - 


that Lord Henry Bentinck, a Coa. 


_ expressing my view, while ge D 






























oF Se fe 


time; but that gentleman | lid 
a single vote for any position at t 
annual meeting of the Federation. 


for the moving of this motion. I 
hoped that saner counsels would have - 
vailed. Like the Prime Minister, £5, 


‘Sir j osePH Coox.—The Prime Mi 
ter said something more than ha 


it | 

Mr. TUDOR.—When Gladslene) int 
duced his Home Rule Bill the Union 
broke away from the Liberal party; 
we read in the Herald a few days 


Unionist, and an opponent of 'G 
stone’s Home Rule Bill, had 
nounced Mr. Hamar Betis 


Rule. peAponals are dueaticeeae ay 
with the Imperial, Government’s 
policy. As a Parliament repres 
one of the self-governing Dominion, 
have a right to express o ote opinion 

matter. I have taken the opportunity 


arisen. 
Motion Na Mr. Mane) put 


That the question be now put. — 
The House divided. 


Ayes 60! Seer 
Noes .., ie 
Majority Ke 

; AYES. 
Bamford, F. W. ‘Fatiaane D. Bg 
Bell, G. J. . » | Jowett, E. 
Best, Sir Robert Lister, J. H. 
Blundell, AD Mackay, G. H, 
Bruce, S. M. Marks, W. M. 
Cameron, D. C. Marr, C. W. | 
Chanter, J. M. Poynton, AK 
Cook, Sir Joseph ; ae 
Cook, Robert Rodgers, A. Ss. 
Fleming, W. M. Ryrie, Sir Granvil 
Greene, W. M. Smith, ed a 
Gregory, H. Wise, G. H. gah 
Groom, L. E. Bin 
Higgs, We Ge 1%) & fab Pellers : 
Hill, MVE Olay 925 Tyg eaercte “Ry Nae iy 
Haus, W.M, ‘Story, W. H. 







McGrath, D. ©. 
Moloney, Parker 
Page, James ~ 






ywler, | Ryan, T. J. 
amond, - Stewart, P. G. 
avelle, Tudor, F. G. 
azzarini oa Tellers: 
Mahon, H, Anstey, F. 
_ MeDonald Cunningham, L, L. 
as ie 
BOE TAN, 1° Parrs. 
Bayley, J. G. West, J. E. 
_ Bowden, E. K. Watkins, D. 
cc _ Chapman, Austin Blakeley, A. 
Foster, Richard Riley, E. 
_ Livingston, J. Mahony, W. G. 
- Watt, WwW. ‘A. Gabb, J. M. 
; - Francis, F. H. Maloney, Dr. 
oA age W. G. Makin, N. J. O. 


Nicholls, 8S. R. 


if a Day I wish to refer to what seemed 
= me to be a veiled reflection upon the 
lecision of the Chair on the point of 
_ order raised in reference to the motion 
submitted by the honorable member for 
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Mahon) in the course of 
a speech just delivered by the Prime Min- 
ister. Such remarks, I think,’ should not 
be made, if so intended, as their effect is 
_to place the Speaker in a very undesirable 
osition. The decision which I gave on 
. the point of order raised was in “accord- 
ance with decisions given by previous 
4 Speakers of this House, and is supported 
by rulings given in the House of Com- 
mons by Mr. Speaker Denison, and Mr. 
peaker Brand, as follows :— 
An honorable member who seeks to move the 
journment of the House is bound to state 
‘the House the definite matter of urgent pub- 
© importance which he desires to bring on. 
it is. not for the Speaker to say whether the 


matter is of urgent public importance, The 
ue onorable member states this upon his own 
responsibility. — 

- ~A member desiring to move the adjournment 
of the House must. produce a written notice 
setting forth the matter of urgent public im- 
portance to which he alludes. It is for the 
House to judge of the urgency and public im- 
portance of the matter by forty members ris- 


in support. 

























es 


Rm 
: 


a jie therefore, was in accordance 
h our,own practice, and the practice 
nid dowd by Speakers of the House of 


Commons x Tt is also to be remembered 





: gg 
We heh 





may sit. 


that it-is the duty of the Chair to pre- 
serve the rights of honorable members, no 
matter on what side of the House they 
If it is desired to alter the prac- 


tice of the House in connexion with 
special adjournment motions, the proper 
course is to amend the Standing Orders.” 
As matters stand, however, the onus is 


upon the House—and the fact that at 


least five other members must rise to 


posed to be discussed is one of 
public importance” 
facie evidence that the Speaker is not 


expected to be the judge of that point. 


_ signify their opinion that the matter pro-. 
“urgent. 
is in itself prima 


Were it otherwise it is certain that the 


Speaker might on every occasion of -a- 
special adjournment being moved find 
himself involved in conflict with members. 
It was to 


on either side of the House. 
avoid this that provision was made in the 


Standing Orders for a certain number of — 
members to signify approval before such 


a motion could be moved. 


Mr. Fowrer.—I wish to make a per- 


sonal explanation in regard to the vote 
I have just given. 
am totally opposed to the motion of the 
honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 


Mahon), but I am equally opposed to the © 
rather crude idea of throttling discussion 


of this kind by the application of brute 
force. | 

(Mr. SPEAKER. —Order! 

able member is not making a aris 
explanation. 

/ Mr. Fowrier.—I wished to have the io 
portunity of replying to some of the argu- 
ments of the honorable member for Kak 
goorlie. 

‘Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The howe 
orable member knows well that he is not 
in order in doing so under cover of a og 
sonal explanation. 


& 


AIR NAVIGATION BILL. 
Bill received by the Senate, and (on 


motion by Sir GRANVILLE Ryrte) read 3 


a first time. 
ELECTORAL (WAR- TIME) _ 
“REPEAL BILL. 


Bill presented by Mr. Poynron, and 


read q first time. 


‘Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister fon. 
Home and Torriovies) oe 3].—I ask in 


\ 


I want to say that 1 


The honor- 











‘h: ue persons of alien birth I have no 
bjection, 

Mr. Brennan.—I object. Ne the 
pplication of the “gag” there can be 
nO gracious permissions given. 





































. ESTIMATES 1920-21. 
“Dreaxnunst of Homm anp Trrrrorizs. 


- Divisions 44 to 55, £928,175. 


"Phe CHAIRMAN (Hon, J. M. Chan. 


a. -—I draw the attention of honorable 


: members to a clerical error in the item - 
“Purchase of house for Government 


Gedlizixt, Darwin.” The item should 
read “Purchase of house from the Go- 
_Yernment Geologist, Darwin.” 


‘Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [12.9]—As the 
ONaniate (Mr. Poynton) knows, I have 
interviewed him on several occasions in 
_ €onnexion with the recent Ballarat elec- 

tion. First of all I approached him in 
ve regard to the payment of the legal ex- 


_ penses” incurred by both parties e, the 






. appeal case heard by Mr. Justice Isaacs, 
and subsequently the Minister placed on 
the Estimates a sum of £800 to cover 
ae ‘those expenses, both candidates having, I 
understand, agreed upon a certain amount 
ae which would cover their costs. This step 
Pan regard as only fair, in view of the de- 
cision of Mr. Justice Tsaacs that the elec- 
‘ tion must be declared void on account of 
errors made by the officials of the Elec- 
 toral Department, but if it was right for 
_ Mr. Kerby, who was only elected by a 
_ majority of one vote, to draw his salary 
from the date of the first election until 
the election was declared void, I contend 
 that> the present honorable member for 
 Bellarat (Mr. McGrath) should also re- 
ye ceive payment for the period between the 
- firsi election and the upsetting of that 
ection. I hope the Minister will give 
He aeration to the matter. 






















the case of the dependants of Mr. Crosby, 
sass was se in a some at See 


‘tained that the officers of his Dep: 


think that any et! desires | ha 


Pate erik apale Ut. for instance, to 


ie all robability, pd ey to] 
| Tacit poneey ‘Bill. aN 


vila erboh 






nary discrepancies Totreue the. 
which Commonwealth elections ¢ a 


and Territories (Mr. Poe 


are doing their best to oo abot 
tem of uniform rolls, 


a ae formed. 


Mr. JOWEDT.—1 was eld ot 
from a reply given by the Minister t 
question put by me that he is. takin 
possible steps, by negotiations wi it 

authorities, to secure uniformity 
compilation of Commonwealth 
rolls, and I shall be glad if bef 
debate is closed he will give us a 
ther information he may have as 
result. of his efforts. — a Gata 


“iets one desires. that aan 













investigations, however, gt dis 
certain amount of duplication.” 


i rece for nereono 6 


Mr. James Pace.—The Chi 
toral Officer says that with. the 
tem.it is impossible for a na 
on two rolls at once. 








pre 
suggest that en a person 
an original enrolment, or his 
age makes it obvious that he or she 
ntitled to enrolment earlier, the 
n Should be put: “On abit roll 
‘ou previously enrolled”? 


i Pacu.—That question is 





















































ment is asked whether he is already 
led, and, if so, for what division; 
is also koa ve he came from. 


abel es after the name 
en put on the new roll. 


. place before the new enrolment. 

. Poynton.—I assure the honor- 
member that I shall’go thoroughly 
the matter. 3 7 
. JOWETT.—I am glad to know 


i because I think that there is a weak 
in the present system.. 


| The Electoral Department still follows 
s silly practice of. hanging electoral 
_ outside public offices in townships, 
ne the people to consult them to 


ay uiieeeead that the rolls 
rinted every month, and J think 
ei Should be exhibited every 





ee oft the Ea In the old ae 
ble was to get a name on the roll. 


Be aiters wie fondo ee an excuse 
‘take a name off a roll. The elector 
t+ get It on again, but, in the mean- 
5, he might be prevented from voting 
1 election. When a man applies for 
enrolment, ‘he’ has to state on 
his | name seg leas and 





pees Way 









4 k if he! Aceh that his is not enrolled, Te 
Then. aa 
search is made in the head office of the 


is asked where he came from. 


State from which he said he came, to as- 


certain whether he is enrolled for. any 


division in that State, and until the mat- ay 


ter is satisfactorily settled, his name is ~ 
not put on the roll for the division to — 


which he has moved. He retains, how- — 
ever, the right to vote in any division for 


which he may 
rolled. 
the Commonwealth is almost perfect, and 


reflects great credit on the officers of the 
Department, and particularly on the Cen-— 


have been previously en- 
The electoral administration of — 


tral Branch. It seems to me that, witha 
view to lessening public expenditure, the | 


Commonwealth and the States could come ie 


to an arrangement for the uniform com- 


pilation of electoral rolls. 
set a good example by combining her 


State rolls with the Commonwealth rolls. 


years ago, and a similar arrangement 
should suit the other States. 


cept uniformity. The Minister has said 


Tasmania 


T think — 
that were the matter pushed a little by _ 
the Commonwealth the States would ac- 


that he is sending the Chief Electoral _ 


Officer to the various States to try to : 


bring about uniformity, 


Mr. Poynron.—Only last. week ‘chee 
in Adelaide, and IL 
Chief Electoral | 


was a conference 
understand from the 
Officer that practically every poitit in dis- 


pute was settled so far as South Aus- 


tralia is concerned, so that there should | 
be a combined Federal and State roll for — 


use at the forthcoming State election. I 


intend to send the Chief Electoral Officer: o 


to all the States. 
Mr. JAMES 


PAGE.—The Konowebhe i 


member for Herbert (Mr. Bamford) has — 
objected that the franchise should be the | 
same in all the States, but uniformity in — 


the compilation of the ‘rolls can be secured 


even though there may be differences be- 
tween Ci serivtiiaseabit and State fran- nC 


chises. The printing ‘of ‘‘S’’ or ‘R?? 


after a name on a roll would show whe- ek 


ther the enrolment were for the State or if 


eae 


for the Commonwealth. 
Mr. Poyntron.—The 


Re ake 


Commonwe alth c 
Electoral Officer is quite satisfied that 


there need be na complications—that i 





everything can be made quite simple. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Then all that is — 
needed is for some one to give the a ae Ki 


a push. iy 
Pi letye (Orhoes is: 
prejudice to overcome. — ye 


a ‘State 4 


ae Mr. g AMES PAGE. oy de ek think 
that that amounts to much. The com- 
bined rolls would be cleaner. ‘and better 
than the present State rolls. The recent 
Queensland election showed that there are 
- more persons on the Queensland, State 
rolls than on the Queensland Federal 
- rolls. 
Mr. Poynron.—Nearly 69,000 more. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Then either the 
a tava State rolls are inflated, or the 
Commonwealth rolls are deflated. 

Mr, Poynton.—In Queensland it. 
dificult to get a name taken off the roll 
when an elector moves from one place to 
another. Thus a name can be on two 
rolls. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—And when a name is on 
two rolls it sometimes happens that per- 
sonation takes place. 

Sir Granvirte Ryrie.—I have known 
votes to be cast in the names of men who 
had been dead for six months, 

_ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I am glad_ to 
know that the Minister (Mr. Poynton) 
is sending the Chief Electoral Officer to 
Queensland, and I hope that from the 
visit we shall have some satisfactory re- 
sults. The honorable member for Wer- 
_ Tiwa (Mr. Lazzarini) is quite right when 


he suggests that there may be State 


prejudices in this connexion, seeing that 
a number of State public servants may 
lose their“ lucrative positions if the Com- 
monwealth take over the work. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—Could not a number of 
State public servants be absorbed ? 


_ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—One of the staffs 
h will have to go, and I can scarcely fancy 
it will be the Commonwealth staff. We 
are told by the Minister, however, that 
he has found no insurmountable difficul- 
ties, and that being so, some definite steps 
_ should be taken in the direction I have 
suggested. This is highly desirable, if 


only on the ground of economy, for some’ 


hundreds of thousands of pounds could, 
To doubt, be saved in the three years. In 

_ passing, I desire to compliment the Min- 
ister (Mr. Poynton) on the assurance 
given him by the ‘sub-Leader of the 
_ Country party (Mr. Jowett) that he will 
_ occupy his position next year; that ought 


_ to be very welcome information, and, in 
amy case, comes as a suitable sort of 








Christmas box. 


I must say a word or two about the 
- Ballarat election, and the expense to 


Bbaediuent yecaeni ss 


ad 


: _ which each of the candidates was put in — 
In the first Sig 






‘result in some cases in a man driv 































McEacharn, the whole of the expe nse wa 
borne: by the Commonwealth, nn re 

Mr. Poynron.—A sum of £800 is 0 
the Estimates, under the heading “‘ ) 
cellaneous’’; this is to reimburse oh 
legal and other expenses incurred by t 
candidates at the last Ballarat electic 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—We_ must’ not 
forget, as the Minister has suggested, that 
there are other expenses besides legal <> 
penses, and, since the investigations were 
rendered souieanal® through the fault - : 


ene and “The honorable ‘member 
Ballarat (Mr. McGrath) is in a m 
more unfavorable position than | 
Kerby, considering that the latter 7 
drawing the parliamentary allowance all 
the time, while the present representatiy 
of the seat, without any salary, — 


We must remem ber’ that she mE b 
which the present member was he 


the desire on the constitniency. 


Mr. Poywron.—Which position wot 
the honorable member rather have 
that of the present honorable member - 
Ballarat (Mr. MeGrath) or that of 


other man ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGH.—That is a. 
tion which does not call for any person: 
answer from me; but the honorable me 
ber for Ballarat was put to much trou 
expense, and worry in fighting the « 
which was the result of no fault of his 
own. In view of what was done SO! 
years ago in the case of the Melbou: 
seat, I think the least the Govern: 
can do is to pay the expenses of th " 
larat candidates. | ; ‘ 


in the electoral rolls. In the case r 
Commonwealth, the services of posi 
are enlisted to collect the names fet 
rolls. A 
Mr. Poynton.—In the capital citi 
postmen are paid so much per 100 na 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The arran 
‘ments in the country would -appe 
or 60 m 


it only: to. find: shag hae Aga 
ye roll bara h aR 





eect ad ce 































































an arrangement under ‘which Regis- 


ray as are the ‘postmen in the 
tan areas. In this Way. we ean 


to. Wee the paths ae and not 
them unduly inflated. The honor- 
in mind 


ae to find, when they went to ras 
in the meantime they had been 


- Bamrorp.—In such case, if the 
: Praikes a declaration, he gets a vote. 


sea AMES PAGE. eit in the case 


| ae some of chet: were born there, 
| have never been away. 

if Mr. Jowerr.—I know the case of a 
man whose name was pivsouerly removed 





7 “JACKSON (Bass) [ 12. 41] tl 
tt the view taken by the honorable 

for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) 
honorable member for Maranoa 









ON yak ae baahtly. agresd 


This shows a direct saving of Hee 


Sie AN 


the Federal roll. List year the: Tas oe 
manian Government paid the Federal — 
Government £1,277 as her share of. the Up 
electoral administration, whereas, eee oe 
1915—the nearest year for which , can 
find any figures—the cost of electoral ; ada) ( 
ministration to the State was £3,519. 








50 per cent. in the cost of administration. i 
In 1918-19 South Australia “spent 

“£4,801 on electoral administration, ex- 
dlusive of £9 051 for contingencies; the f 
Litice U) take to: Wear the Slections ex- 
penses. In Queensland the expenses _ ee 
administration were £2,541, and in Vie- 
toria £15,161, but there. are no details — 
given of. the latter figures. We have, — 
therefore, to make an estimate as to the _ 
proportion that the administrative ex- ng 
penses bear to the election expenses. ae 
regard to Western Australia there is no 
information given, the amounts being — 
shown under the Estimates for the Crown 
Law Department, with no details. Ifwe 
assume that the Electoral Departments vi 
of the various States spend £30,000 a 

year in administration, that does not 

seem excessive, and, further, assuming 
that Tasmania by her recent neue eke 
ment is saving 50 per cent., we may 

take it that £15,000 per annum wou!d be | 

saved by the co- -ordination of the mua 

ments. However, more important than — 

even this saving is an assurance that 
every man and woman entitled to. ae 
franchise shall be on the roll. In the © 
case of the Commonwealth, with compul- _ 









sory énrolment, any failure must be ene. 
tirely the fault of the elector concerned, 





if that elector thas failed to send pene ae 
card. In the recent State elections in 
Victoria thousands of people were dis- 
franchised through the inefficiency of the 
Electoral Department: but I cannot say 
whether that inefficiency was on the part. 
of the police or on the part of the depart 
mental officials. 








The proposal for one electoral. ‘fol / 
naturally gives rise to the question of — 
electoral divisions. In Tasman‘a a!l the’ 
State divisions are the same as the Fede. : 
ral divisions; 











and we have the Hare- — 
Clarke system of proportional voting, 
which is the most equitable in operation 
in Australia to-day. oe 








Mr. Wise. —It gets you nowhere. 


Mr. JACKSON.—It gets *you there 
every time. ine: eee I wish to make is 




















~eulty,, because many of the Federal divi- 


- sions overlap the State divisions. In 
‘order to bring about a thoroughly sane 
a effective system, it will be necessary 
to re-adjust the divisions for the State 
vac arliament. I hope that this will soon 
Re done. | 
In connexion. with the Estimates relat- 
Jae: to the Meteorological Department, I 
should like to ask whether it is proposed 
to spend any more money on the Balsillie 
‘rain-making experiments. So far, the re- 
sults do not appear to have justified the 
> oR gal ai 


_ Mr. Poynron._The expenditure in re- 

“ epect of those experiments is provided for 

_ in the Estimates relating to the Depart- 
: ment of Works and Railways. 


‘Mr. JACKSON.—1 regard the general 
Me petditars of the Meteorological Depart- 
“ment as being very necessary: Having re- 
gard to our extensive coastline, the warn- 
ings issued from time to time by the De- 
_ partment probably avert much loss of 
_ shipping, and so save the Commonwealth 
- thousands of pounds. We have on these 
Estimates a total proposed expenditure of 
£93,000 for rental of buildings used by 
the various Departments. Is there no 
_ possibility of centralizing many of these 
offices? At the present. time they are 
_seattered all over the city, and it seems to 

me thet not only would the convenience 
of the public be studied, but a saving 
- might be effected by renting large. pre- 
“mises in which these offices could be cen- 
_ tralized. 


- Another item to which I desire to draw 
Mey ken relates to the administration of 
the Northern Territory, for which we 
have a proposed vote of £104,440. I do 
not object to expenditure provided some 
return can be obtained for it, and if it is 









tering the Territory, we should at least 
make some effort to increase production, 

and so to increase the revenue. This item 
ne a growing and most unsatisfactory one. 
‘The Territory, however, is a very valu- 


P I regard it as the key to our 














able asset. 


. Australia white we must develop it. 


Sine " . RYAN (West Sydney ) [19:50] -= 
nce 


a. we are taking the Estimates of each 


repat tment; wol 





i, impossible to reduce the cost of adminis- 


White Australia policy, and if we are to 


ow eorae ta: have! some little diff | 


Department in globo, I think it would be 
eee: if the Minister | in. charge ot 
ch D uld make a ‘Speech at Anas 


| suggest in the proeiaee dagiae b 


the discussion. 


crease takes place. 

























year dnd ne jehanl expend ture. 
year. I notice that we have 
Estimates an. increased i 
 £2815133. . 


Mr. Poynton.—I can- give ‘the ho 
able member a few items which more 
account for the difference. For insta o 
there is an item sh £52,000. ae tir 


ty s Danaraneak, for thie Lp 
meteorological telegrams. That is a m 
micas ioe one reaps to ott ) 


dnt aa are in ast yon - 
There is sep an item of £100, ( ah 


+ 


ister’s De oe ) 
that the expenditure for which we 
vide is actually below that of jag 


Mr. RYAN.—I hope ot pth uv 


not erase me. 
































my Dae this year is. ac 
a: 000 less than the ee 0 


ters would do away with a good 
misapprehension and give honorabk 
bers a clearer view before we entere 
The | Minister, 
might furnish us with informati 
a mere examination of the figures 
not disclose. The honorable gen 
I think, will admit that it is- 
to say from the figures that 
us exactly where an increase 
So much 






question of practice. 

A good deal has been said. 
'to uniform rolls. I approve. 
provided, of course, that the 
ee ay the | Common 































v arb us eet | ‘their names on 
s, and when they go to vote find 
son ne reason or other their names 










ieee areas quite Ped dest 
‘does not occur in Queensland. 
> Henne so? 


28 in ie of ‘those on the Conimon- 
i 3c i for that State. 


, citizens of Queensland are not 
mmonwealth rolls. . At least a 


n the Bola an etioe: The prin- 
e ee the eae Electoral Act is 


We all know that 
ena: are made, and made only 
flect upon the administration of the 
ent concerned. We do not want 
wn to that sort of thing here. It 
f well fa Ministerial snd cea 

The 
fo Laird 
or instance, might make such a 
mt in Hobart, where there was no 
is of checking it; but in this House 
sition is entirely different. If the 
State electoral machinery is 
eee adult can sie on two pray 





‘alian haben te go to ve Old 
ay a Commonwealth Immigra- 

I believe that the real pur- 
"i Government in sending him 
iy at he shall carry on That them 


Re - 





Ses 
- Jike to know ee Mr. Barnes Shas yet 


‘“Minister’s Department. 


_ back to that’ Department. 


they will take some steps to minimize the 


“man ought to know. 










left for England ? 
Mr. Poynron.—I indeed that he, 
has, Immigration is now dealt biuret, 
the Prime. Minister’s Department. 
Mr. RYAN.—Put I understood heb 
the Minister dealt with immigration, 
Mr. Poynton.—No; I have nothing to 
do with it. After the item of £100,000 
in respect of immigration was included i in 
my Estimates, other arrangements were 
made. 
Mr. RYAN.—Then the Tuitaictetioe 
branch has been transferred to the Prag 


fa NE so 

















































Mr. Poynton.—It will be transferred 


Mr. RYAN.—Why should not ihe 
Minister for Home and Territories be in, 
charge of it? I wish to know why Mr. — 
Barnes thas been sent away to carry on 
the propaganda work to which I have — 
referred. I have been reading the news- 
papers, and I notice that there is a frank (>: 
admission that he is going to carry om — 
some sort of propaganda which certainly — 
will not be in favour of this party, nor 
one that will commend itself to ihe great 
body of unionists in Australia. It is 
very important that the Government — 
should be impartial, and have regard ong, 
what are the aspirations and desires of 
the workers of this country in making — a 
such an appointment. 
























They have made — 
an appointment which does not com- — 
mend itself to the workers, and particu-. 
larly to the unionists, and I hope that 


party propaganda which this aaa 
has been sent ae! to: ny out. 
Mr. Poy 
chief offence? 
Mr. RYAN.—The honorable. gentle 


Barnes’ 





Mr. Poynron.—He stood by his. coin- 
try, did he not? i 

Mr. RYAN.—Is it the noua 
member’s idea of ‘‘standing by his 
country ’’ to vo back on unionism, to go 
back on organizéd labour, to go about the 
country carrying on a propaganda of 
falsehood? Mr. Barnes goes on the 
public platforms of this country, and i 
the statements he makes has ‘no regard 
for the truth. He makes a 
foundationless statements. : 













‘Estimates 
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Mr. RYAN, Probably ie. ant Bent) y Sects was declared | : 4 ng 
- orable member has made the statement faults on the part of is Off als 
_ himself; but there is no foundation for the Electoral Office, _ because - neit 
Oa | candidate indulged in any imp 


‘inn 





BU An Sir JosserH Coox. a have not made practices, because the hearing of 
athe statement, but there are plenty of appeal was unduly prolonged, ¢ 
ounds for making it. because the layman who was prepa 
Mr. RYAN.—That statement is very handle the case for the appellant ge 
a to me, Mr. Chairman, and I ask thing out of the costs for which an ¢ 
that the right honorable centleman be ance has already been made, th 
_ ealled upon to withdraw it. — : ter (Mr. Poynton) might fairly give 
The QGHAIRMAN~ (Hon. J. M.. sideration to the granting of direct co 
_ Chanter) —The Minister will withdraw pensation to the honorable nent 4 
the statement. Ballarat (Mr. McGrath). a 

- Sir Joserpa Coox.—The honorable ought he to do this Became in pre 
member is very thin-skinned. I meant cases sums of money have been pa 
‘nothing more than to indicate that the compensation, quite apart from the ¢ 
“honorable member, when on the public legal costs incurred in the hearing « : 
ae makes quite a number of poli- peals. In this case the employment 
tically incorrect statements. counsel was forced upon the candida 
The CHAIRMAN.—Order! ~~ against their will. So that compens 
Mr. RYAN.—That must be with- ought to be paid : ‘to them apart fr : 
drawn. - legal expenses ‘which were in 
Sir Josrrn Coox.—If it is offensive to through no fault of their own. — 


Minister cannot deal with the 
say that the honorable gentleman makes 
_ incorrect statements, I withdraw it. himself, I ask him Ns submit it to hi 


to eR 
Mr. RYAN.—I should think so. u 
Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15. p.m. cede to the request a jonmaniaae 


: | Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tud 
Mr, ANSTEY (Bourke) [215]—The jehalf of the honorable oe for 
"Ballarat election dispute differed entirely larat (Mr. McGrath), 
from other election disputes in quite a ae 
number of aspects. For one thing, Mr. Mr. Poynron.—I shall do SON iT: 
Kerby lost his seat for nothing that he 
had done himself, but because persons i 
id | who were entitled to vote were prohibited - eae time te Miniter (Mir 
from making the necessary declarations ton), on behalf of the Government, 
which would have enabled them to do so, %°™me*indication of what is propos 
; and were thus deprived of the opportunity done in connexion with the ANC 
of voting. Again, all other disputes were a rl We gen: to know whe ‘i 
decided very rapidly, but the Ballarat is 
"appeal was prolonged for several months, 
and as a result the honorable Hiemiber ¢ Bor! instance, these Settee pre 
who eventually won the seat lost several the payment of £1,250 salary, a: 
hundred pounds, which otherwise he allowance for an Administrator, 7 
might have drawn in the way of salary.. for a Judge, £1,000 for a Direske 
: Furthermore, while the appellant was £700 for a ‘Secretary. In this 
quite prepared to leave his case in the for so many officials there seem 
hands of his secretary, the Bench decided skeleton outline for the admt 
_ that -he must be represented by counsel, not of a sparsely-populated territory, 
the consequence being that whatever al- of a settled and well- -populated cot 
~ lowance the Government may make for There are fourteen sub-branches i 
_ legal expenses incurred before the tri- Northern Territory Administrati a 
 bunal is all swallowed up in the pay- it is well worth putting on record 
- ment of the fees of a legal practitioner. they are, so that honorable m: ers. 
_ Nothing is left for the layman who pre- have some idea of what is bei being d 
pared the case, and who, in fact, having the Territory to-day. These fo : 
handled it for months, was ready to take branches are—Aborigines, Ag 
at: oeaagel His Honour Mr. J ustice Isaacs. Botanical Gardens, Police, Gao. 
3 table Institutions, ‘Health 5 


aoe 
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POyNTON. a Which eek 
e honorable member cut out? 
b Bee oro to cut out Police, or 
or. Health? 

BRUCE.—The Minister is adopt- 
Pactics which have been tried pre- 
sly, and it is rather surprising to me 
- some one whose duty it, is, to 
trafe ” Ministries has not already 
en, them to task over it. If in my 


1) - going wrong, I do not attend a 
sa meeting, put the position be- 


‘ cM answer him by saying, ‘‘ What 
ould you do?” / 


ier DP altinnt: but as a matter of fact 
it will not hold water for one second. It 
x is not the unfortunate outsider’s business 
ooh the Minister how he ds to do his 


“ 


sa ‘him, 
_Mr., Poynron.—You can have my posi- 
Wt ion to-morrow if you wish it. 

he _Ryan.—The Lang prescribes 


\ 


another 


hat would you do? ” When T “have 
luded my remarks the Minister can 
onstrate by giving the facts that a 
obvious criticism is not justified, 
‘it is no help to the Committee to 
rely suggest to any one who criticises 
7 “Northern Territory vote that every- 
ng is perfect, and ask, ‘‘ What could 
y one do?’ I do not think the. 
nister would suggest that the Northern 
‘itory administration has been per- 
My object in rising was 
from. the Minister before these Esti- 
drift through, some indication. 











pe. 


| which will at. Tee reassure the bait . 


tee that the expenditure is receiving his 
consideration, and that he proposes — to 
work down to some definite line. ee 


Sir Joserpn Coox.—Ministers _ aes te 


been endeavouring to do so for the last — 


ten years. Any suggestion is very helpful. 


Mr. BRUCE.—There is always hope © 
that some one will come along with intel- _ 
ligence to indicate how something can be 
done; but when I rose for the purpose — 
of making a few innocent remarks about — 
the Northern Territory, and to ask 
whether the Minister would make any 
definite statement in regard to the ad- — 
ministration there, his attitude was such — 
as to drive me into the position of be — 
coming a hostile critic, and almost to be- 
come more and more hostile every 
minute, in order to maintain my position. 
There was no necessity for this, The 
only point I am raising now is whether 
the Government have anything in mind 
as to how the Territory can be dealt with. 
I want to know if they have any definite 
scheme which they propose to put into 
effect. If it be recognised, as it should 
be, that we have the northern part of 
Australia to populate, and if we are to 
make the fullest use of that portion of 
the Commonwealth, it seems to me that 
it is the obvious duty of any Government | 
to tell us what their scheme is. If, how- 
ever, they are barren of any ideas of the’ 
sort, it is the duty of the Committee to 
demand from them how they propose to 
run the Territory, on the present lines, 
but with a very much decreased expendi- 
ture. . To return to the point which I 


_ was dade awcusn i to make when the Min- 
ister intertupted, let me tell the Com- — 


mittee that there are 140 officers in the — 


Northern Territory drawing over £46,000 
-in salaries, and spending £60,000 on 


contingencies.. Apart from the cost 
of the Departments I have men- 
tioned, and £119,000 for interest and ~ 
sinking fund, provision is made in other 
parts of these Estimates for further ex- 
penditure in the Northern Territory. : 
For instance, the Trade and Customs De-_ 
partment at Darwin costs £1 (054 the — 
Railway Department, £40,000; and the | 
Post Office service, £28, 000: . 
It seems to me that there must | he 





‘something wrong if we cannot administer 


this Territory in a more economical way. 
I recognise that in the future state of 
othe on it is Hie ries that the 


Ls ack Ly 





































































ae 
3 ‘tory's. development does not, justify the 
- amount we are now spending upon it, 
| Before these Mstimates are agreed to, I 
hope the Minister will give “the Com- 
mittee some idea as to the Government’s 


proposals. in this regard. 

With regard to the Ballarat’ election, 
we appears:to me that the two candidates 
have been put to considerable expendi- 

ture for a reason that no one can suggest 
ae was their own fault, and I certainly think 
they are entitled to be reimbursed for 
any additional expenditure they have 
- been put to, which is expenditure that 
was not cast upon other candidates at the 
i recent general election. | 
Mr. Poynron.—A sum of £200 has 
_ been provided on the Hs.imates to meet 
wae expenses. 

My. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [2.27].—1I 
oe received a letter from an Italian 

resident of Sydney informing me that he 
has tried to bring his wife to Australia. 
_ He has been working in this country a 
number of years, and his letter contains 
the following :— 

a few days ago I went to the Immigration 


- Office in order to nominate my wife. After 
hae told that it would have cost me £26 from 





se Wl oe - 


- Naples: to Sydney, the officer in charge asked’ 


me then whether she was able to speak 
English. I answered that I knew enough for 
- the two of us. He told me then that a regu- 
‘lation, recently passed by the Minister for 
Home and _ “Territories, requires that an 
emigrant must know a little English before he 
or she embarks; not only that, but the form 


which he handed me (he stated) after being » 


filled in will have to be sent to the above- 
mentioned Minister for approval. What sort 
of a barbarian law is that? a 
He. wants to know what sort of a bar- 
7 pane law that is? 

aia. Hector Lamonp. whi would find 
“one. very much like it in Italy. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not know 
thal he would find very much difference 
‘between Italy and Ausiralia in that 


_ Tespect. 
Ne sate ‘Poynton. ue have heard some 
complaints from Broken Hill miners 


Hi hes is bringing men out to Australia who 
_ could not speak English. 


“Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes; that was 
| age the Government sent interned Bul- 
ee up to Broken Hill to take the 
“ ee the Britishers they were reeruit- 
| Tb i is no wonder the residents Bet 











fe i ehuacnadieen might be ‘cousider- a 


but the present state of the Terri- niniers, in: Western 


I have referred is apparently 


a 
to the Committee the statement “tha: 


Sih that he has written to the ese li 


How they do it! They supply the ex-Au 


‘selves of the offer, glad to leave, wh 
Orient Line take ‘advantage of thei 


He asks the Lipa eaphien to. 


Mr. CONSIDINE I A 
that. the Minister’s inter 
logical reply to the comr 
Italian who has been work 
seeks to have his wife joi 
tralia, but is precluded from doing SC 
a regulation made by the Min 

fd is desired to increase the pop la 

e country, surely a good way o 
so ig to enable persons who hay a 
here to send for the members of tl 
families to join them. The man to who 


ing citizen, becduse he has resided 
for several years. What. objection 
there be to his wife joining him 
though she may not be able to spea 
lish? She could learn very quick] 
ing in this community. — ~ 

Mr. Povnron.—The regulation a 
speak of has not come under ied not; 
I shall inquire about it. | 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am ld ie 


2 ne 
an 


oS 
wa 





been made tome. It may not be cor 
or the departmental officials may h 


made a mistake. 1 Poni 


By the midday mail I roa Fi 
Sydney a letter in which the writer, z 
Englishman, and an ex-member of 
Australian Imperial Force, complain 
quite a number of pages of his trea 
since his discharge. He is so angry 


of eX- sake and soldiers in’ ne am 
ea a ee time. He has ote 


This Raaktration be ey was 
to benefit returned soldiers, and to pla 
in-a condition to work, and get the1 

men with letters 
manager here for 
give the bearers a working "passa Mie 
England, and thereby help » the goo 
work of repatriation along. Many ava { 


Imperial Force 


Orient. liners 


tune, and obtain their services at 
month, while we British seamen, wi 
books, are stranded. The shipping 

port of Sydney do the same, t 




































to the -Federation—_ 


atement proves correct, hold it up, 
- office staff unload them. One of 
1 “(the Minister of Repatriation Millen) 


monwealth at the League of Nations, and 


rage immigration. To do this the country 


ictured in the most glowing colours. 
erring to the last loan, he says— 


ed a union to obtain bread and scrape 
onths since, paying £3, and cannot get 
orks Therefore, I advise all returned men 
rned through their organization (De- 
. Sailors and Soldiers Federation, 
Kingdom) of things as they have been 
og here Py one of Meee er 


-. Hecror Lamonp.—He is not the 
dof man whose complaints a unionist 
id ventilate without inyestigation. 

r. CONSIDINE.—I mee not consider 
ionorable member capable of judging 
matter. | 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. Chan- 
. How does the honorable member 
































ritories Department? | 

_ Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am showing how 
the expenditure of £100,000 on immigra- 
fion may be rendered ineffective by mal- 

se dministration. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Would it not: be 

er to discuss this matter on the Re- 

riation Estimates ? 

it CONSIDINE, —I understand that 





0. “among other Nena encourage ex-ser- 
se men to come to Australia. 

_ Roperrs.—What the honorable 

er complained of is not done by the 

riation i Yondiese a as aaa of the 


apartment ? 

sf Roperrs. —I cannot say, but if the 
» member will give me the par- 
of this case I shall inquire into it, 
him know the result. 
CONSIDINE.—This man says that 
fficials of the Repatriation Depart- 
‘Sydney are giving ex-soldiers 
to the cia mane 8 cena 


ae soldiers who desire it, and 
ractically completed that branch of 
(Within a few ‘months cere 








‘is another passage from | 


his way to Europe to represent this: 


will: be hai any names on our abe fe 
Should a man choose to leave Australia, 
that is not our business. If the honorable an 


member will give me this man’s name, I ee 
undertake to find him work within povkerd ol 


days. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—His name is wo re 


H. Coulter, and he writes from Lidcombe uP a 


Hospital, New South Wales. fe 
Mr. Ropncers.—lIf he applies to. ‘ihe: | 


Deputy, I guarantee to find him suitable a 


work within three days. | 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI_ hope that ena 7 
Minister will also ascertain whether be s 
statements are true. 
Sir Josrpx Coox.—It will be founds Wii 
when the facts are sifted, that those who 
get passages to England are assisted by 
the Department at, their own request; 9). 
Mr. Poynron.—I thought you. see i 
this man was unemployed. oi, 
Mr. CONSIDIN E.—He 1s. ie 
Mr. Pornron.—The letter Hee as - 
he was employed very much. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Gévanninent ; 
are giving these men employment in con- 
tinually writing to honorable members, 

Mr., Pornron.—I do not know any- 
thing about this particular case, but quite 
recently a soldier who came here under 
similar conditions found that he could | 
not work because of an injured arm, and 
applied tome to get him a passage Home. 
He desired to get back in order to look 


after his increased pension rights, and 
he thought he would do better amongst 


his friends than out here. I got him a 


free passage without any shilling-a-day ay 
business. Ree 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—This' man says 
that he has three children in California, — 
and that his wife is dead; and he con- 
eratulates himself on the latter fact, be-— 
cause otherwise she would be in as bad 
a position ag he is. He mentions the — 
various Government Departments to 
which he has applied for work, and by — 
which he has been turned down. 


finding fault with private employers Pe ane 
not giving work to soldiers, eee 
other Departments can find him nothing me, 


“to do. ! ee Ny 3 
Roperrs.—lIf the howonahee mem- " 


Mr. 
ber will give me the particulars of this — 


case I undertake, before the Estimates. er “ e 


my Department are reached, to Maye 
sifted ant aN to." ie é 














ESS, : 
points out that while the Departed Rees 


this and, 
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ae -adember undertake that this 
“stop at a job if one is got for him? 
Mr. CONSIDINE—Most members 
ere in receipt of a great number of simi- 
- Tar communications, but I have not. ven- 
 tilated in the House all that have reached 
me. The present is a different case alto- 
_ gether; it is a case in which a man feels 
i himself so badly treated that he has gone 
“to the trouble of getting into touch with 
_ the official organization of the returned 
_ soldiers in Great Britain in order to pre- 
vent his mates from coming to Australia. 
- His letter bears every impress of a truth- 
ful statement. 
Mr. Ronexrs. yaw eat is he by occupa- 
tion? 


Mr. CONSIDINE —l Re not know. 


he “However, I am satisfied with the assur- 


ance that the matter will be looked into. 
There is one other case which I de- 
sire ‘to bring under the notice of the 
Minister. One of the Italian reservists 
was taken from Broken Hill. Whether 
he was killed or missing I do not know; 
but his wife, who is still in that city, has 
been deprived of the allowance which 
she received whilst the war was in pro- 
gress. At present she is in receipt of a 
very small sum at distant intervals from 
the Italian Consul. She has written to 
me, and I would like the Department to 
: ook into the case and explain= why the 
: allowance has been cut off. 


Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [2. 50].— 

| T wish to say a word or two in support of 
the argument of the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition (Mr. Tudor) and other honorable 
members on the case of the honorable 
member for, Ballarat (Mr. McGrath). 

- The case is, I think, unique, so far as 
_ ‘this Parliament is concerned. It has 
_ been clearly shown that it was through 
' the gross carelessness of some of the de- 
-partmental officers that the present mem- 


‘oSer for Ballarat was deprived of his seat 


and remuneration for a number of 
months. Whatever was the cause of the 
’ trouble, it lay with the departmental 
_ officers, and I think it would be only fair 
if the honorable member were paid the 
full salary as from the date of the first 
election. It is the rule,~I think, that if 
any member of the public suffers any 
disability through, carelessness or. mistakes 
Deitms aaa he shall be: aoe 







man will 4 


- election, it was found that the — 


the State oe than on the ae 





ae member foe Se was. just 


titled to the parliamentary remune 
from the beginning of the Parliame 


is taking steps towards the provision 
uniform roll for the Siete and ise 


believe, about! £80, 000, -and— ae ee 
that in the same period a similar am 
or more, is spent by the different Stat 
In my own electorate, at a recent Sta 


boxes of the State had become dam 
and though there were Federal — 
boxes which had been in use only 
months before in the same neighbour. 
new boxes had to be provided f 
State election. Of course, the Mi 


self, because the State 
have to be consulted, 
willing to adopt it. T hope, 
that sweet reasonableness will pre 


and: that we will very 
one electoral roll and 
of enrolment. We have 


there are about 60,000 more name 


ral aw there is me smaller . hey 
State one, the latter having been i : 
later. Te am quite satisfied that the Sta 


I was: not arbre to, hear of th 
of affairs in Queensland, Rais 
orable member knows that 
namés have been collected by qe 
men, the people think that they are d 
enrélled; but the two systems of colle¢ 
ing names are different. In “the ca : 


and the average person does nou 
much about the matter, but is cor 
that he is on the roll. In one bs. 


‘ity electorate 300 notices were ec 


UL 












Racautand that if the reasons moe 
good, only a nominal fine of Qs. 6 
imposed. Out of the 300 person 
volved, I think that all but two 
that they thought that the collectin 


er names ie ee Wl sigan off 

































part trom ae Sconomiys ee a et oa 8 
ad 3 any Ppeople saved from worry. The 
erage elector does not wish to keep his 
e off the roll, but; is confused by 
rying’ systems adopted. ven if 

do have\a uniform roll, something 
ug] to be done in the way of a uni- 
method of collecting the names. I 
a is true that South Australia and 


We would then! get a better ex- 
m of opinion at the ballot-box, 
_ altogether, conditions would be 
h improved for both Commonwealth 


oe and Attorney-General) [2.58].— 
here are two points on which I desire 
say a word. One is the suggestion 
de that a sum of money shall be plated 


Ballarat. ute McGrath) would have 
ived had he been returned at the 
general election. The other question is 
that of a uniform electoral ae As to 


eS if the ayes is in favour of the 
“suggestion, the Government will approve 
of it, and by placing an amount on the 


ee ne Estimates. pay it to the 


HUGHES. —Precisely how we are 
| this thing I do not know, but, 
ing for myself and for the Trea- 
I would say, if I were asked, that 
morable member for Ballarat has 
: e out.a prima facie case. The re- 
-spons lity, however, must rest on the 
fouse—we must have the authority of 
ouse—and we shall give honorable 
ers an opportunity of expressing 
opinion before the session closes. 
We are all agreed, I think, as to the 
sirability of uniform electoral rolls; 
is no question of party, or differ- 
of opinion in that matter. T. would 


-econfusion would be avoided, 


1920-21. 





Department (Mr. 


But I think 


Lauraude the end in view. 


8x7 


and the Minister in charge of he: : 
Poynton) informs 
me that considerable progress has been ~ 
made, more in some States than in others, — 


I shall not be doing any one an injustice — 


when I say that the principal cause of the 
delay has been the vested interests of the 
officials in the various State offices, who 
imagine, I think quite wrongly, that this 
is a blow aimed at their preroga- 
tives or possibly at their. pockets. 
tI may be doing them an injustice. 
that is the case, I apologize to them. 
Uniform electoral rolls, however, are very 


desirable, and the Commonwealth, I re- : . 


peat, . has made very considerable 
gress in the matter. 
league informs me that he believes that in 


pro- 


the case of one State at least the next 


elections will be held on a uniform roll. 


Mr. Poynton.—That is in South Aus- 


tralia. ‘ 

Mr, HUGHES.—I am sure we shall 
have the support of all sections of the 
House in trying to bring about that uni- 
formity. 

I may, perhaps, be permitted at in 
stage to give the information which I pro- 
mised last evening to supply as to the 
cost incurred in the case of Merton v. 
Hughes. .The item on the Estimates is 
RRO 087, ” that amount being set down 
for “‘expenses in America.’? I have 


ascertained that the total expenditure, so 


© 


“Te. 


a 


My honorable coal- | 


far as we and our officers know, is £3,055 


7s. 6d., London; 
America. 


and £3,400 6s. 10d., 
These are the total expenses, 


the case of others only the accounts have 


been rendered. [I think that is the whole — 
The item itself will — 
- be brought down, I presume, on the Sup- — 
but the informa-_ 

tion is now in the possession ot houcra a 


of the information. 
plementary Estimates, 


members and of the public. 


Mr. 


HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 


some of which have been paid, while in — 


[3.3].—-I had hoped that the Prime Minis- 
ter (Mr. Hughes) might have included in — 


his statement some information in reply to. 


the case put by the honorable member — 


for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) with regard: to 


the Northern Territory. 


Mr. Hucuzs.—I am sorry, but I did 


not hear it. » 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND., Sa ihine tb 


is high time that this Parliament had — 
placed before it some outline of the work — 
contemplated over a term of years in ‘the | 
Dray herr Sahat Sowiide: the war 


; a 
Tee Peal ‘ 
i 








Naihge necessarily were liowedt to drift, 
_ The Territory has been a very expen- 
" ‘sive acquisition to the Commonwealth, 
and yet there is every reason to be- 
- Tieve that it is a very rich portion of 
» Australia, and that under. wise -govern- 
ment, instead of being the heavy responsi- 
a bility that it is to-day, it might be con- 
«verted, if not immediately, at all events 
cae comparatively early date, into an 
asset. The information that one gets in 
regard to the Territory indicates that we 
vhave been inclined to pursue wrong lines 
in its administration. We are attempting 
.to induce people to take up small settle- 
-.ments, which cannot be immediately pro- 
fitable, whereas the policy indicated by 
othe nature and the situation of the coun- 
_ try is that we should, in the first place, 
encourage the pastoral dustry, and give 
encouragement to prospecting, in the hope 
that some mining centres may be dis- 
covered, which would help to attract 
population, and so make the smaller in- 
dustries eventually successful. 
IT hope before this session ends we may 
ne em from the Government a. definite 
_ statement as to their intentions with re- 
gard to the future of the Territory. A 
_ strong man is needed as Administrator to 
control it. He should be given very wide 
powers, and should be judged by the re- 
‘sults he produces, instead of being con- 
_-tinually interfered with by the Central 
_ Administration, which cannot have the 
bh intimate knowledge of the conditions 
existing in the north that the man on the 
_ spot, provided that he be the right man, 
must have. 


My, WIENHOLT (Moreton) [3.7].— 
"There is a matter that I desire to bring 
under the notice of the Minister (Mr. 
_ Poynton) and the Committee, although 
I am not optimistic enough to think that 
it will receive the attention it deserves. 
_ On page 89 of the General Estimates 
_there is a small but ominous item of 
nearly £1,000 for clearing the rifle range 
ab Warwick of prickly pear. I imagine 
that an area of that sort would comprise 
sa 300 to 500 acres. If it will cost 
£1,000 to clear such an area, only a very 
Joagh sum need be worked to show what 
to clear borat like 


Ike ; era 





dication of ne sos dal 


"ot the prickly pear pes 


probably no exaggeration to. . Say 


very shortly—one ea say that 3 


_mechanical question, but an econo: 
Land can be easily cleared, but 


day is no longer practicable. 


The Commonwealth is now ~ 


position, I do not hesitate to 



















Mr. WIENHOLT.— a 
do not intend to take up the time o: 
Committee by going deeply into the ¢ 
tion, although I understand it, I be 
as ‘well as most people do. But I 
honorable mem*ers to realize tha 


third of the enormous area of. be n 
land is more or less directly threa 3 
at the present moment. The bay 

















































Qiisonsland right through have D ae 
themselves quite unable to cope 1 

Mr. Fowrer.—Has any seriou 
been made to cope with it | 


Mr. 


fort, but there is no cae road t 
ing ‘the country of the pest. Iti 


im ‘be boteidetedes 

The present Government of 
land—and I do not speak in any 
sense—does not believe in the principle 
freehold, and that is an additional d 
culty in the way of the solution « 
problem. I say quite openly that 
all our Governments in Queensla: 
proved themselves incapable of hi 
the question. ‘To put it. broadl 
complete eradication of prickly y 


abandon all ideas of eradicatio 
clearing the pear-infested country. V 
have simply to consider what step 
be taken to prevent the further s 
the pest. It may be said that th 


but it will be admitted that if 
breaks out in one of a row of house 
becomes a very important matte i 

x 
occupiers of the remaining houses 


that fire should be promptly extin; 


proprietor of a very shee area 







der. ‘With a clear eden 









ye 














helt e forced upon us that this is a huge 
‘ national danger, and we shall have 
to face it as a national question. I 
_ ask the Government and the Committee 
1 HO realize the danger, and I invite honor- 
ii able members to consider ‘whether we 
ought. not now'to prepare our minds for 
dealing with the subject, realizing that 
‘the prickly pear having become a national 
ee, | must be treated on national 


3 Mr McGRATH (Ballarat) [3.10].—I 
® not wish it to go out in connexion with 
what has been said regarding the election 
for Ballarat that any reflection was made 
- by Mr. Justice Isaacs upon the permanent 
electoral officers of the division. He had 
“some harsh things to say concerning cer- 
tain officials, but as one of the candidates 
I desire to state that, so far as Mr. Ander- 
son and the other permanent officials of 
the Department are concerned, no one 
could have carried out the work better 
than they did. 
Mr. Poyrnron.—Mr. 
“complimented them. 
Mr. MoGRATH.—Yes; 
make that quite clear. — 
ff should be glad if we could secure 
uniform rolls for State and Federal elec- 
tions. In connexion with the recent 
State elections, it struck me as peculiar 
that the Commonwealth permanent 
officials for the Federal electorate of Bal- 
‘larat had nothing to do, although they 
are trained men, while others who knew 
very little about electoral matters were 
brought in to conduct the State elections. 
fuch greater satisfaction would be given 
Te we had uniform rolls, and the perma- 
nent officials of the Commonwealth De- 
artment conducted both the State and 
Federal elections. They understand the 
Taw, and know exactly how to compile 
rolls, and to conduct an election. The 
reflections which Mr. Justice Isaacs cast 
upon electoral officials in connexion with 
the first Ballarat election related to men 
ay employed only for the day, who were not 
familiar with the Electoral Act. Cer- 
tain persons whose names had been im- 
properly removed from the rolls claimed 
the right to. vote; but the presiding offi- 
cers, in certain cases, knowing nothing of 
section 121 of the Act, refused to allow 
hem to do so. That was practically re- 
sponsible for the trouble which occurred. 
I repeat that the Electoral Department, 
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and particularly the chief of the Depart- 
ment in Ballarat, did their work in con- 
nexion with the Federal election there — 
in a splendid manner. 

If we desire to have a thoroughly satis- 
factory set of rolls, we should take care 
to have fewer subdivisions than at pre- 
sent. The State electorate of Ballarat 
West consists of two subdivisions. If 
persons remove from one side of Sturt- 
street, to the other, they may still be in 
the same electorate, but in a different 
subdivision. Being unaware of the fact 
that they are in a different subdivision, 
they fail to get enrolled for it, and are 
either’ prosecuted for that failure, or find, 
when election time comes round, that 
they have no vote. The Department 

would be well-advised if it decided to ~ 
have only one division for each State — 
electorate. 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [3.14].—It is due 
to the Committee that I should make a 
statement with regard to the Northern 
Territory. Exception was taken to the in- 
terjection that I made, while an honor- 
able member was speaking on the sub- 
ject, “ What worlld you suggest ?” 

Mr. Ryan.—We will let the honorable 


gentleman off, so far as that matter is 


concerned, 

Mr. POYINTON.—But I do not wish 
it to be thought that I was treating the 
matter in a cavalier way. Reference was 
made to the number of officers employed 
in the Territory, and I may say that I 
have been going very carefully into the 
whole question, with the object of mak- 
ing a reduction. Unfortunately, there are 
not many people in the Territory, but 
a number of Departments are necessary. 
If we did not maintain a certain number 
of officials there it would be necessary to 
drag the citizens of the Territory down 
to the other States for the redress of their 
grievances. No greater problem con- 
fronts the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories than the administration of this 
Territory, where, I believe, we have a 
wonderful asset if it is pr operly handled. 
In my opinion it can be developed, not by 
following the lines of closer settlement, 
but only by adopting the more primitive 
method of stocking with cattle and sheep, 
which has been applied successfully in | 
other parts of Australia that are now 
carrying large populations. In pursuance 






















































mh ‘of this seen we have cas eating: down 


a number of bores east and west from 
- the Wave Hill district towards Camoo- 
- weal, and boring should also be under- 
* taken south towards the Macdon- 
~ nell Ranges. The land is capable of 
growing excellent grasses and _ edible 
: i crass, and produces a very finé class 
of stock, particularly in the central area. 
_ The doubt as to whether permanent water 
exists we are endeavouring to solve by 
means of these bores, and later on I pro- 


Voss to ask for the expenditure of a con- 


siderable sum of money in this direction. 
- However, excellent results have been ob- 
tained so far. The average depth of the 
bores put down is 170 feet to 200 feet, 
and water of a very high character has 
been tapped. In No. 1 bore water was 
struck at a depth of 247 feet, and rose 
170 feet in the bore. Pumping yields 
32,000 gallons per day without reducing 
that level. In No. 2 bore water was struck 


at a depth of 180 feet, and the bore is 


-eapable of producing 39. 000 gallons a 
day. At another bore a pumping test 
for twelve hours gave 29,000 gallons. On 
one pastoral station a number of bores 
have been put down, dnd an _ excellent 
supply of water was obtained at a very 
shallow depth, varying from 42 feet to 
a little over 60 feet. At one of these 
bores 500 head of cattle are watered. . 
_ My idea of developing the Northern 
é “Territory is to provide railway facilities 
in conjunction with the policy of boring 
for water, not on every block, but in cer- 
tain localities, 
that a permanent supply is obtainable. 
- Where these facilities are provided I am 
satisfied a wonderful development will 
follow. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
- Cook) is not so confident as I am about 
_ this, but when we realize that we have 
re} Territory 900 miles long by 600 miles 
_ wide we can see that it is not a little 
Pee opectticn capable of being administered 
_by oné or two men. The trouble is that 


me all through, during the period of adminis- 
tration by the State of South Australia, 


and since the Commonwealth has taken 
over the Territory, we have been endea- 





I do not think we shall succeed in any 
attempt to develop the Territory from the 
_ tropical end, but if it is once bridged by 


you aie an settle 


Ranges country, which is so muc. 


great future awaits this portion 
in order to demonstrate - 


_ vouring to devélop it from the Darwin 
end, which is the tropical portion of it. 





hi Bae boon IL am. satisfied that Sepia . 





enemy of the country 
has never seen the locality, t 


King William-street;. but hare . 
the testimony of a young fellow who 
into the Macdonnell Ranges at sev: 
years of age, and who, although 
well equipped as other men, through 
ing a maimed foot, has, according 
letter he has forwarded to me, 
unqualified g success of his i 
develop the pastoral industry — 
Northern Territory. He- ‘commence 
a lad, earning 30s. a week, gai 
perience. on stations, and after 
about £350 went to Western Aus 
hoping to make his fortune there. — 
tually he returned to the Macdor 


demned by Melbourne newspaper 
other critics. He writes as follow 

I arrived back at Alice Springs ab ut 
1911, with £350 and a few horses. — 
bought a few cattle, and joined in a partn 
on a small cattle ranch. After fightir 
ordinary difficulties one has outback, and- 
the inconveniences one has to contend ¥ 
in the bush, I am pleased to state that 
success has been such as to. enable 
invest the sum of £7,000 cash in’a ranch i 
same district, with the ultimate prospec 
being able to pay off the £12,000 that rep: 
the total cost. . There is ro 
thousands of people who are willing 
and put up with the rough conditions 
There is an immense area oe go 
country lying idle, 


This young man has the opinion 


Territory, but the attitude of some 
orable members is like that of a3 
takes up a property with a 
capital, and refuses to spend any mo 
on it. If we want to make anything 
of the Northern Territory we er ri 


that permanent water is fon i 
goon as that is done young fello 
of pastoralists whose holdings 


cut up for closer settlement, and who 


anxious to get out further. bae 
tinue their pastoral occupatio 
found going to the ee 
every possibility of develo 







been so successfully eae in 
States. We sbi. not succeed.b 
closer settlement. » wae? 
















































‘I have absolute faith in the 


ery difficult question to handle. 
Batty received a communication 
that the residents there are very 
upset because a branch of this 





representation in this Parliament. 
Hector Lamonp.—We might let 
lave a representative in this 
fr. POYNTON.—I do not know whe- 
r that could be done, but, at any rate, 
nk they ought to have representation 
fhis Parliament. 

[r. Laverte.—It was your party in 
Senate which said that they should 


_ Mr. POY NTON.—The claim was put 
‘ward in the Senate that the Terri- 
wy should be represented by the sena- 
ors of South Australia or Western Aus- 
tralia : but that cannot be done under 
the Constitution. However, the matter 
come up again. : y. 

he honorable member for Barrier 
Mr. Considine) claims that my Depart- 
ment is keeping the wife of an Italian 
ut of Australia because of a regulation 


or talk English. There is no such regu- 
lation in existence. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.30].— 
» Committee should not too precipi- 
rtely agree to the Home and Territories 
stimates, because upon them! the ques- 


ration, and it is one upon which 
h can, and should, be said. Bound 
ith it is the settlement of the 
rn Territory. I do not share the 
istic views of the Minister respect- 
ng the Territory, but I would not think 
decrying it as a national asset, or of 
ying that it is impossible to make it a 
oductive white man’s country. I agree 
sh the Minister that it has to be popu- 
ed, and from the south rather than 
m the north. It is idle, however, to 
ppose that we can populate it properly 
til there has been a very large increase 
he population of the Commonwealth 
hole. No part of Australia is ade- 
populated yet, and we cannot, by 
processes, populate the Northern 


f the Northern Territory, I admit 


ure has refused to allow them to 


n of immigration comes up for con- 





Territory, and make it productive in ad-— 
vance of the development of more access- _ 
ible areas, | pe yl 
A short time ago the Prime Minister 
made a statement in this Chamber of the | 
Government policy with respect to immi- — 
gration, He told us the Minister for 
Repatriation (Senator Millen), who is 
now abroad on a mission, was to interest 
himself in London in the subject of im-— 
migration, and that the Government pro- 
posed to appoint a Mr. Barnes to act as 
emigration agent on the other side of the’ 
world. That appointment is obnoxious to 
every member of the Labour party, and to 
the great body of the community outside 
for which we speak. It is so obnoxious to 
the workers that the party will be justi-. 
fied—and indeed bound—to let organized 
labour in Great Britain know that it 


should not rely on Mr. Barnes as a spokes-. 


man for Australia in the matter of im- 
migration. eae 


Sir JosepH Coox.—That is to say, in- 
the prosecution of a vendetta against this 
man, you would destroy our scheme of 
immigration. | 

Mr. BRENNAN.—That is not so. The 
Minister for Repatriation is charged with 
the duty of looking into emigration on 
the other side of the world, and to that 
I offer no objection, because, though we 
differ in politics, I recognise that he holds 
his position as the result of the vote of 
the Australian people, and as a member 
of the Government, so that, apart from 
his personal qualifications, he is entitled 
to speak for a large section of the com- 
munity. My objection to Mr. Parnes is 
not personal, and not even political; it is. 
based on the fact that he has neither the 
qualifications nor the capacity to speak 
for Australia, and those whom the Labour 
party represent have no confidence in 
him. His public performances, utter- 
ances, and course of conduct are such that 
he has utterly forfeited, if he ever pos- 
sessed, the confidence of that class to 
which he will have to appeal in England 
to make his mission a success. An emi- 
gration campaign is not to be won by an 
appeal to the personal friends of mem- 
bers of the Government, or to those in 
high places; the appeal must be made to 
the bone and sinew of the country from 
which emigrants are to be drawn—the 
workers of Great Britain and Ireland, ‘ 
and the workers of other countries—if it 


is intended to prosecute our immigration _ 


eeuLaee 
: i 





6282 Estimates 1920-21. 


policy outside the British Demniitiis 


The class of men we want here are those 


who are prepared to work on the land, 
and, after them, men who are prepared 
to work in the secondary industries. If 
the Government, as a reward for the poli- 
tical apostasy of a former member of the 
Labour party who has joined them, ap- 
points Mr, Barnes as their emigration 
agent at Home, their immigration scheme 
is foredoomed to failure. Nothing is 
more sensitive than the public mind re- 
garding representations concerning the 
possibilities of a new country to which 
people are being invited to emigrate. 


When a person speaks as an emigration 


agent for Australia he should possess the 
full confidence of the people from. whom 
he goes. This gentleman does not do 
that. He is in nov sense an Australian, 
and his experience of this country has 
been very limited, both in time and in 
extent. His political history marks him 
out as a man in whom the workers of 
Great Britain cannot have confidence. I 
hope that the vote for the Department of 
Home and Territories will not be passed 
until there has been more discussion of 
the immigration policy of the Govern- 
ment and of the proposed appointment of 
Mr. Barnes. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—There is an Im- 
migration Bill before the House. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—It will afford other 
opportunity for protest. It is imperative 
_that we should express the strong views 
that we hold regarding this appointment, 
and I am strongly inclined to divide the 
Committee regarding it by moving a re- 
duction of the vote. It is not certain 
that we will deal with the Immigration 
Bill before Christmas. 

Sir JoserH Coox.—Yes. 

Mr. Poynton.—I want to get the Bill 
through, and will be only too pleased if 
you will help me. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [3.43].—I 
think that we might report progress now. 
One or two members who are not here 
wish to say something upon these Esti- 
mates, and if the Minister allows them 
to go over until next week they will pro- 
bably be dealt with then within half-an- 
hour. 

Sir Josrrn Coox.—Next week we 
shall be dealing with the Commonwealth 
Bank Bill. 

. Mr. 
take up the Estimates this week? 


RYAN.—Are: you not> going to. 




















Sir Josepn Coox a hope § 80 
immediately. hy 
Mr. RYAN.—If you ‘will give me th 
assurance that there will be an op 
tunity for the further discussion of 
Northern Territory administration, 5 
sha!l let the vote pass. | cannes 
Sir Josep Coox.—There will be Su 
plementary Estimates. } 

Mr. RYAN. put you give me the « 


re 


now. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 
Progress reported.” 


CUSTOMS BILL. 


out a pha ent. 


NATIONALITY BILL: a 


In’ Committee (Consideration — 
Senate’s message) : a, 
Clause 26 (Evidence of deolaratians) u 
House of Representatwes’ — 
At end of clause add:— 
“Provided that the person affected nie 


declaration will be entitled to publicly exami 
and cross-examine the declarant before su 


Senate's Message-—Amendment agreed 
with the following amendments, viz.:— 
(a) Leave out “the person”, insert. “if 
any person, other than the person oe 

making the declaration, Peer ee : 


mae 
ti ‘i 


Pk ees 
it 


ADJOURNMENT. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. fi 

Motion (by Sir JosEPH Cook) | PF 
posed—. 4 
That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [a 
—Can the Treasurer (Sir Joseph — 
inform us what business it is proposed 
take next week ? 

Sir JosepH Coox.—I hope to take 
Banking Bill first, and then one or 
little measures. x 


Sir Jossepa One: —No. 
Question resolved in the sfersaie Re 


House adjourned at 3.48 p.m. 






















r. SpraKer a Sir Elliot Johnson) 
the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


ali: notice, Mr. os a matter 
great importance, arising out of a 
delivered by the honorable mem- 
for aan (Mr. Mahon) on Sun- 

1S ae to the. adhe of 8th 


the I een people of Australia. Never in 
a under the worst ruler of the Czars had 


papers that Alderman McSwiney’s poor 
sobbed over his coffin. If there was a 


the world, and one day would shake the foun- 
ations of this bloody and accursed Empire. 
other day he was approached by a 
ar-faced “‘wowser”’? who said that the 
in . Ireland were being shot in 
ck. If they were shot in the back it 
J be because they were running away. But 
‘th re were no police in Ireland. They were 
informers, and bloody cut-throats. (Ap- 
) He read with delight that some of 


ees, in hell, and their bodies should 
t to England. He would not have the 
pastures of Ireland aia by their 
por dy 


qd unningham, members of this House; : 
fr. Prendergast, member of the Vic- 
1 egislative Assembly; and Messrs. 
Ff. Hannan, J. J. Collins, J. J. Clancy, 
1 Peter Larkin. The following motion 


reed to by the meeting :— 
this: meeting expresses and extends its 


s them that his. rolonged ‘martyrdom, 
as kindled the in Petes a of the whole 
orld, will assuredly hastén recogni- 
he nations of the Trish Soa eee to 


any movement for 


Ae Pier 
a Vas Ross ie 
,! g 74 We # at 
i ii? hee. i 
cs eae 


‘That this meeting earnestly isis the es 
tion of free Australia to the complete destruc- t 
tion of civic liberty in Ireland by the action of © 
the English Government; it denies the right of © le 
England to impose her will on the Irish people 


whelming majority, approved of the establish- 
ment of an Irish Republic; 
the saturnalia of murder, arson, plunder, and — 
destruction indulged in by the foreign army — 


of oceupation, with the clear connivance and are 


neg ei of the English Government. at 
hat this mass meeting of Australian citi- ie 
zens, in view of the policy of oppression and 


tyranny pursued by the English Government in — 


Ireland, and which has brought eternal dis- i 
grace upon the whole British Umpire, of which 
Australia forms a part, pledges its support to _ 
the establishment of BD: 
Australian republic. 

In view of the statement alleged to five 
been made by the honorable member, and 
the terms of the motion—both incom-— 
patible with the oath of allegiance taken 
by the members of this Parliament, and 


entirely opposed to the sentiments of the 


great majority of the people of Australia | 
—I ask you, Mr. Speaker, whether I may | 
ask the honorable member whether the re-_ 
port that I have just read is Alsaimtacas 
correct ? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The question being — 
really one of privilege, -the honorable 
member for Kalgoorlie is entitled to make 





_ in view of the fact that Ireland, by an over- oe 


and it condemns 


any statement that he may desire in re 


plying to it. 


Mr. MAHON.—For nearly twenty 
years, with a slight interval, I have been | 
a member of this Parliament. I do nob 
think that I have ever been called to 
order in this House during that period ; 
I am certain that you, Mr. Speaker, who 
have been a member of the House nearly © 
as long as I, have never, during your oc- _ 
cupancy of the chair, called me to order 
for any disobedience to the rules or dis- — 
respect to your office. In anything I may — 
now say, let me assure you that I in- ~ 
tend no disrespect to you, and none to 
the Parliament created by the people of 
Australia. I have never, during my — 
career here, called attention to anything * 
said outside the House about me, about — 
the principles I espouse, or about the 
men whose reputations and honour I 


reverence. Only last week most vile state- © ie 


ments were made by men sitting on the 
opposite side of the Chamber about the 
religion which I profess, and these were 
published at length in the newspapers, — 
but none called attention to the outrage — : 
that they committed on the” feelings of — 


the bulls of hon areas of Giliehaa es 























































One man ie sue joie ae that when” 
e church—meaning the Catholic Church— 
became a political institution it should be 
broken up. Bigger men than he- have 
attempted to break up that church, but, 
| the church will stand when he Aid his 
like are in the limbo of oblivion. For 
anything I say inside the Chamber I am 
Ae "responsible to you, Mr. Speaker, and to 
the House. There is the law of the 
~ country to call me to account for any- 
thing that I may say outside this House. 
"Therefore, if any man gets up here to 
catechise me about language that I have 
: Mowe or am reported to have used, out- 
side, I say politely and decisively that he 
can go to the devil. 
Mr. Hueues.—Then we are to take it 
that the report is correct ? 


Mr. MAHON.—You are not to take 
4 pane of the kind. 






PASSPORTS BILL. 


_ Message received from the Senate that 
it had agreed to the amendments made by 
athe House of Representatives in the Bill. 


as PAPERS. 
he The following papers were presented :— 


p ‘Butter Agreement Act—Regulations—Statu- 
tory Rules 1920, No. 193. 
Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Act—Regulations 
Amended—Statutory Rules 1920, No. 194. 
Defence Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1920, Nos. 187, 188, 189, 195; 
» 1 496,197, 198,199, 200, 203, 204, 205; 207. 
We Northern Territory—Ordinance of 1920—No. 
--) 8—Public Trustee. 
War Precautions Act and the Land, Mining, 
Shares, and Shipping Act—Regulations 
. Amended—Statutory Rules 1920, No. 185i 


ADJOURNMENT. 


_ Direction or Feprrat Capitan Dzsien. 
_ Mr. SPEAKER.—T have received from 


the honorable member for Cook an in- 


journment of the House to discuss a de- 

. finite matter of urgent public importance, 

'viz., ‘‘ The proposal to supersede the pre- 
sent direction of Federal Capital Design 
ie and Construction by the appointment of 
a Committee largely composed of antag- 
_onistic and unworkable elements.’’ 


Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [3.10]—An ° 






_ the 2nd instant that it is proposed to 
_ supersede the present Federal Capital 
» Director of Design and Construction by 


“ae | ae Rederal: office 


Ee toticcament appeared in the press on ~ 


Committee of five persons. The names ‘attainments. 


LY 
y 
wey 
Iya 


‘members of the Committee. 
I wish to show (1) that the Cor 

will be composed of. antagonistic a a 

workable elements, ie ©) that # 


the Federal ona 


Sir JoszerpH Coox a. 
member will not be able to show that. 


honorable member for ‘Parte s 
Joseph Cook) invited Mr. Griffin 
to this country for consultation 
after his plans had won the interna 
competition for the laying-out 
Federal Capital. While Mr. G1 
here the Government, of which: th 
honorable member for Parramatta 
Joseph Cook) and the present M 
for Works and Railways (Mr. ‘ 
were members, appointed him up: La 
finite and binding ‘agreement as F 
Capital Director of Design and 
struction—in October, 1913. S 
Upon that appointment, and ‘upon 
terms of that contract, Mr 
went to America and closed 1 
lucrative and growing practice 
Chicago, and besa ey t. 


aecics its design ae carseat 
accordance with the plans with v 
had gained the first prize in 
national competition. | 


The agreement under | 


and Construction, 
Minister. / aN 
When the three years’ ‘teem 
original agreement expired, the 
Labour Government in office, 
1916 Mr. King O'Malley, who - 
ister fdr Home Affairs at the t 
newed. Mr. Griffin’s appointmen 
self-same terms and conditions. é 
‘ In October, 1919, the Hughe 
vernment extended this -aippo 
under the same terms and con 
that the terms and condition 
agreement under which Mr, Grif 
originally ‘appointed have been | 
by the two great political parti : 
sented in this House... 99> > 
Mr. Griffin 


cat: ect. only 














possesses * 
oD have been i 








































ital for many years, and have 
Vv ery close interest—I was going 
n its progress, but I should, per- 
ay, in its want of progress. Mr. 
a Bachelor of Science of the 
leg: of Engineering of the University 
‘Illinois, in the United States of 
and he has taken his degree in 
ecture, and also University courses 
h teetural and on gt engineer- 


me. who was appointed a 
yal “Commissioner to inquire into 
n charges which had been made 
Mr. Griffin in connexion with his 
by departmental officials, reported 
ay, 1917, that’ from October, 1913, 
e, 1916, Mr. Griffin was prevented 
“carrying out the duties of his 
» I shall refer to this again later. 
Peerniment then suspended Works 
he Federal Capital on accdunt 
he financial position arising out of 
war. Thus for seven years Mr. 
in has had no chance to carry out 


Palavamber. 1913, it was desided by 
r. Kelly, who was then Minister for 
ome Affairs, that there should be an 
ternational competition for oe for 


competition has, for one excuse or 
er, been held up until ae parent 


t House at Canberra has been held 
p. This is our general experience in 
nnexion with all “Capital matters. 
Some of the officers whom it is pro- 
‘to place upon the proposed Com- 
ave shown throughout gross an- 
present Director of De- 
Construction of the Federal Cap- 
ae As 1 shall show, it “would be im- 


eyes 


ae esi: 


departmental officials to whom I 
ave been responsible for the most 
blunders that have been commit- 
the building of public works in 
‘y. I refer to (1) the water 
2) sewerage, (3) electric light 
(4) brick works, (5) the rail- 
untancy. All these matters 


eee siti aa ne ae 





were Ae on ee the Blacket Royal 
Commission. 


The errors aged of were peste 


menced prior to Mr. Griffin’s arrival on 


his return from America after his ap- 
pointment, and 
spite of his repeated protests. 


The water system. The Federal Capital phy 
site at Canberra was offered in 1908 by 
the New South Wales Government, be- 


cause of the plentiful supply of water by 
gravitation, and because ofthe enormous 


have been carried out. in ie 


possibilities of providing cheap water — 


power.’ Canberra is looked upon as one 
of the finest sites in Australia for the 
development of cheap water power. These 
matters have been reported upon by the 


leading experts of New South Wales. The — 


Federal officers, instead of adopting a 
grayitation scheme for supplying water to 
the Capital, substituted a pumping scheme 
which necessitated the pumping of water 
to a height of 800 feet. Mr. Oliver, 

Chief Engineer of the Metropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board of 


Victoria, and recognised as a leading man 


in his profession in Australia, reported 
that the first cost and the subsequent 3er- 
vice of water by 
cheaper than the corps scheme that 
has been adopted by the departmental 
officers. 
Sewerage. The departmental officers 
proposed to proceed with a main trunk 
sewer to emp'y 25 feet below the 
Molonglo River bottom, and to pump the 
sewage on to.a sewage farm. Mr. Oliver, 
when called in to report, estimated the 
cost of this trunk system of sewerage at 
£250,000, and 
spent upon it he reported that the pro- 


gravitation would be 


after £40,000 had been 


posal for a sewage farm was absolutely © 


Mr. 


impossible. 


Capital to cut out entirely the proposed 


Oliver himself devised — 
a scheme of sewerage for the Federal — 


expenditure of £250,000 for main len | 


lines of sewerage. 
Electric light and power. 


The ne oh 


of this industrial undertaking is in such _ 


a position as to necessitate the construc- — 
tion of a special line of railway and de- 


stroy one of the main views of the city, 
It took into consideration the supply of — 
light, but not the supply of power, and 
in his report, that 
the building cost twice as much as it 
The plant is already — 
eee engines have been | 


Mr. Blacket shows, 


should have cost. 
obsolete. 






















































; oy hae ee ie aheecbies oily ay: 0 
_ state that the Aa sa should be fitted — 


with turbine engines. 


ie - Brickworks. These were set in the 
residential area, the immediate effect 
being to depreciate the land values in 
oat area, but the departmental officers 
also partially cut down a hill which 
_ afforded protection from the prevailing 
: ‘winds. No proper test was made to dis- 
cover whether shale existed in sufficient 
Pcueiatise to warrant the building of 
brickworks, and subsequently, when a 
test. was made: it was found that there 
were only 13 feet depth of shale at 


that spot. The first plant had to 
be scrapped owing to its unsuita- 
bilitv, and the ultimate cost of the 


brickworks was £40 000. It was. esti- 
mated by the manager of the Northcote 
_ Brickworks, Melbourne, when he gave 
evidence before Mr. Blacket, that 
a modern plant of double the capa- 
city of the brickworks at Canberra 
could be erected in Melbourne at a. cost 
- of £10,000. He could not give the fieures 


7 


Mitpr Canberra, because he would have been 


V silized to make an investigation on the 
spot. As the brickworks at Canberra 


were erected 3 miles from the railway 


line it necessitated 3 miles of haulage 
_ of coal from the railway to the works and 
8 miles of haulage of bricks from the 
works to the railway. It has since been 
_ discovered that there is an inexhaustible 
_ supply of shale near the existing railway 
in the industrial area. 


Housing. The departmental officers 
- constructed temporary buildings which 
_ cost as much as permanent buildings. The 
- administrative offices, according $0" Mr. 
_Blacket’s report, cost £15 000, whereas 


they: should not have cost more than 


| about £2,000. 


Railways. When Mr. Griffin came 
back from America he found that the 
a officers had a permanent railway nearly 
- completed from Queanbeyan to the city 
Enda, a. distance of 44 miles, 


and that it was located in the river 


bed which in his plan, which had won 
i «the: ‘international competition, was to be 
In: the centre of a series of ornamental 
lakes. A flood 
completion of the railway washed out 
half-a-mile of’ the railway works in 
the bed of the river, 












Mr, J. A. Cutts, » tee 


some time after the 


at an ‘estimated | 
damage, pores. to Mr. Bell, ne cea \ 


built as proposed in Me n Grifin's pl | 
high ground for the a amoul 
money. Re 
Accountancy. 
Blacket’s report that no "proper 
of accountancy had been follow 
that, ee colossal losses had 





upon =i Mr. Blacket a et r 
eee ie have been ° built witha 


; ‘he 
stood against floods, with the exc on 


even in that case el Ea line ch 
crosses the river upon it was Wwe 


off it. | 

This is the finding of Mr. ‘Blac 
shown on page 45, Louie: 17 
report— 


and his powers were eps 
tain officials; 


was in the Devarene git bi 
of certain. officers, hee, to] 


pastnceted plese ented 
out a ioe of aaah own whicl L 


the ienaigid panewne) of ‘ict 
vented the work at Canberra f 
proceeded with, and has ent 


























































ws be ‘would have been 


mi 
H 


n substitute 
capable Director, who has de- 
city plan which has won 
5 the competition of the world, a 
nittee consisting in part of officers 
not nearly his competence, and 
_ shown to be filled with such 
ism towards him that it would be 
ly impossible for him to work 
em. On page 18 of the report of 
cket on the issues relating to Mr. 
it will be seen that the present 
to appoint a Committee is the 
1¢ as that which the Department 
in 1914, when it was definitely 
ated that the ibeation was to deprive 
r. Griffin of the powers conferred upon 
y his contract. I shall refer pre- 

il o what a succeeding Minister found 
f t e attitude of ies officers to Mr. 


ow seb eh to 


Eons to what is known as Ade- 
| plan Ba The Baeerabie 


e Diecine. avenues which ave been 
Some time ago I 
ted ‘Canberra in “company with Mr. 
1, and had the works already car- 
ub elaata to me, a the why 


a he would ad have spoken as 
id Rk edinting a is part of a sys- 


pis: ‘thes ier: circuit base fae 
tol Hill. For about half-a-mile 
ee an epider crrehi and it is 


| ons for ‘planting oie some con- 

time past, and I have no doubt 
(ir. Griffin had been allowed to 
d ith the development of his de- 
ents and gardens on either side 
now be one of the spectacular fea- 
he city. The point at which the 
t through the hill to afford 
i communication with the Capital 
est. gap affording an entrance 
of the south of the city. The ~ 






this particular spot with its em- 


Si wide, and it is heed 


oe Hae a Mian poe ele pe the | 
centre, something on the lines of — the» 
parks to be seen. on St. Kilda-road, 


with tramway lines running on Gthen a 


side, and on the outer edges provision for. 
‘rah oulae: trafic. The experience of the 
world has shown that the separation. of 
tramway and vehicular traffic in that way — 
insures the most economical maintenance — 
of the tram permanent way, and ee 
minimizes the dust nuisance in a gree 
city. The same kind of road is to be seen’ 
in Melbourne near the Treasury Build- 
ings, on the southern side, with the gar- 
dens at the sides. No doubt. the honor- | 
able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 
passes this particular spot often; yet i1t— 
has probably not occurred to him ‘that he ; 
has been criticising in the case of Can- — 
berra what is a perfectly acceptable piece — 
of engineering at the very door of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Buildings. 

If we needed another exhibition of — 
the incompetence displayed in connexion — 
with the public works at the Federal | 
Capital, honorable members have RN 
to look at the Duritroon College, 
which consists of a number of tem-— 
porary structures—a conglomeration ‘of. 
buildings which cost “thousands of 
pounds annually in paint alone for — 
maintenance. purposes. It is stated that 
ly is no plan in existence relating 

o the water pipes and sewerage pipes ‘ 
hie have been laid down within that 
area. One may dig a hole and cndale | 
come upon a water pipe without ever sus- 
pecting that it is there. | 

Sir JosepH Coox.—It is only Pe to. 
say that the buildings at the College were 
erected in a hurry. Wa 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.—There is no excuse. a i 
for the absence of a plan showing the 
water supply and sewerage pipes wie 
have been laid down in connexion with a 
building of that character. i 
| Mr. Groom.—Wheré does the honor- 
able member get all this information? 

Sir JospraH Coox.—From Mr. Griffin. | le 

‘Mr, J. H. CATTS.+No, sir. I got) 
most of it from Mr. Blacket’s report, and 
as the result of my visits to the area from 
time to time. My old friend, the Hon- 
King O’Malley, is also an encyclopedia nm 
of information on Capital matters. But i 





AA 













what does it matter from where ho 
information comes? The question is, 
Is it true? It has been stated that 


it is’ necessary to put all our public 
works ances the Worky SauRReRge. fc Why 
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ae that plan see been. followed in beet 


nexion with our railways? Why are not 

naval works placed under the control of 

the Works and Railways Department? 
‘Mr. Groom.—Naval works are under 


the control of the Department of Works’ 


and Railways. The change was effected 
‘more than three years ago. | 

Sir Josrrx Coox.—It should be said 
bat the Naval Board is very much 
against the alteration. 

Mr..J. H. CATTS‘f did nob know 
that the naval works had been transferred 
to the control of the Department of 
Works and Railways. 

Mr. Manony.—They 


Mr. Groom.—He is the Director of 
Naval Works under the -Minister for 
~ Works and Railways. 
i oMr J. Hy: CATTS.—Mr: Griffin “is 
Director of Capital Design and Construc- 
tion under the Minister for Works and 
Railways; and why, therefore, should he 

be jammed under the control of the Di- 
rector-General of Works? Why not leave 
‘him in the samé@ position as that occupied 
by the Director of Naval Works? 

_ Sir JosEpH Coox. —Is he in a similar 
Penn | f 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.—Mr. Griffin has an 
“ agreement which recognises his position. 

Sir JoserpH Coox.—I would not push 
that agreement too far. Mr. Griffin was 
never ‘intended to be the constructor of 
the Federal Capital. 


coir J. Ho CAT TS? — 
‘his agreement says. It is not 
what the Minister meant, but what 


the contract says. Surely he did not 
blindly accept a contract drawn up by 
ofiicials. Before Mr. Griffin was asked 
to give up a lucrative and growing prac- 
_ tice in Chicago, he should have been in- 
- formed by the present Treasurer of what 
was the exact position. 

~ Mr. Poynron.—Mr. 
very well here. 

Mr. J. H. -CATTS.—He has not done 
i Sell oul of the Government. It is a 
gross breach of faith to ask him to give 
up a lucrative practice in America, and 
pape to treat his agreement as a mere 

“‘serap of paper.” 
‘ r. Frnron He can go baek to 
; aes 
Mr. J. H. OATTS. —All of us may go 
back; but that is*no excuse for what tas 


Gr iffin has done 





: are under the 
same man still, namely, Mr. J. R. Settle. 


- Ministers ought to have the courage 
— [I know what 


dinate position ‘as the fifth aati, x 


decline. 


mh this kind can bias denies y Peden 



























enue reference to “make 
man. SB iat 's 


Mr. FENTON. ae honeaablet 
may please himself. I know a good « ef 
more about Mr. Griffin than he does, 

I have found out what an wae : 
vidual he is. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS,; — My haw rab 
friend made an attack upon Mr. Gr 
when he first set foot in Australi: 
1913, and has been “up against’ 


ever since. It is a blind prejudice ad 


ther it is possible for this Committ x) 
do any effective work, here is” ‘the : 
dence tendered by Mr. 
was then Minister for Home and “ 
tories, to the Royal Commission 
investigated this matter. ue 


wi: 


officials of the Department were unw! 
co-operate with Mr. Griffin. — 3 
Yet the Government now propose 
Mr. Griffin into a baie CO 


him in the carrying out at hee 
work, In reality, the proposal: of t 


tell Mr. Griffin to ‘go about his ae 


coach, when they know perfectly w 
he hte no course open to him but _ 
I have no authority for mak: 
this statement, because I do not k1 no} 


what are > Mr. Gita views of a 


Wanntietes which will brand hi 
a failure, and when he will 
opportunity of vindicating hb 
his Rie Ce attainments, » 


ahah 


to say one or two. BE ee an 
tion. I. do not believe that a . 




















ia any: “way halite er any- 
will tend to retard the construction 
1e Capital, it is the initiation of a 
el about the personnel of those who 
o carry out these responsibilities. 

Mr an H. Carrs,—That is oe exactly 


st. a Trespass £250,000. 

ie —Then it ought 
Rte cost it Bae more. I do not think 
t the. honorable member for Eden- 
naro (Mr. Chapman) will cure the 
‘by seeking to concentrate the whole 
e power connected with the building 
ie Federal Capital in the hands of 


sp ak as a friend of Mr. Griffin—has not 
sonvineed the public of Australia that he 
is the best of all practical constructionists. 
‘ ir. J. H. Carrs.—He has not had 


| ein of the erection of the Capi- 
tal; nothing was further from the minds 
of ose who ene him. 


What is his 
Can 


f the agreement that honorable 
; should bear in mind. Of 
, this is the part of the agree- 
boa pe honorable as une for 


4s temn phat would be to cen into 
greement if the see was that he 
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tralia SNe it was ake that Ue de- — 
partmental officers—I wish to be fair to 
Mr. Griffin as well as to aint? 
interfere with his plan. bey 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—That is what ‘they, 
will do now. ¥; ee 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Will they ¢ | 
They can only do so if the House and the 
Minister permit them. I repeat that it — 
was thought the officers would do so, and 
Mr. Griffin was brought here to see and 
to report whether they did, interfere with — 
his plan. Therefore, the’ fundamental 
idea at the bottom of the agreement was. 
that he was not to construct the Capital, 
but to take care that those who did 
the work did not maul his plan about. — 

My colleague (Mr. Groom) directs my 
attention to some questions that were 
asked in the House on the 29th October, 
1913. On that date the honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr... Fenton), 
amongst other questions, asked— 

Who will prepare the specifications and con- 
ditions of competitive plans, and arrange the 
architectural portion of the city, and will the 
Government allow an architect, even outside 
the Department, to draw up: conditions and 
assist in the architectural work of all the 
buildings ? 

The reply was— 

The agreement with Mr. Griffin provides 
that he will advise upon, and if so requested 
by the Minister, prepare conditions of com- 
petition for public buildings and works for 
the Federal City and preliminary feature 
plans for the *guidance of competitors. It is 
proposed to use his advice to insure harmoni- 
ous structural development. The Government 
will be able to have the erection of buildings 
supervised bv its own officers. Copy of the 
agreement in question will be made available 
to honorable members this afternoon, 


Mr. J. H. Catrrs.—That is all right— 
erected under Mr. Griffin’s supervision. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It does not say 
so in what I have read. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—You are not read- 
ing the agreement. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It does not say 
so in the extract I read. There are two 
facts—this gentleman was brought here 
to advise concerning the plan of the 
Capital, and the Minister was to deter- 
mine what had to be done in the execu- — 
tion of the work under his own depart- 
mental officers. 
Mr. Griffin was brought here to super- 
vise the construction of the Capital? 
The very terms and conditions, under — 
which. he is here Now show that nothing 
couldshave been further from: the minds 
of those who sent for him and made 


How can it be said that 
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the agreement. He was brought here to 
police his plan—that and nothing more 
—to report to the Government if at any 
time in the carrying out of the works 
it was found that the oHicens. were de- 
parting from his plan. 

Mr. Griffin has had a very different 
function assigned to him since he came 
here. Who has done that I do not know, 
but I venture to say that the sooner this 
‘question of the Capital is taken out of 
politics the better. That is my judg- 
ment; and I am inclined to. think that 
Mr. Griffin is a pretty good politician as 
well as town planner. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—His trouble is that 
he has not been able to fight the de- 
partmental officers. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think he has, 
and he has done it very well. It is a pity 
that this business should develop in this 
way. There is room here for Mr. Griffin 
to fulfil the function which he came to 
fulfil. 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—What are you 
going to do with the Capital ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If I had my 


way. and could get the Cabinet and the 
House to agree, I would put the whole of 
this business into the hands of three men, 
and let them go ahead, and make the 
Capital a paying concern, as they well 
could do. 

Mr, Austin 
easily do it. 


Sir Ropert Best. Lavhat abnormally 
clever men they would be! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No, sir; they 
would do exactly what has been done 
with other capitals, notably Washington ; 
there is none of this business there, the 
whole administration being outside par- 
hamentary and political control, asis only 
proper. I-would take the same course, as 
I say, with the Federal Capital of Aus- 
tralia. I firmly believe—indeed, I am 
certain—that if this work were developed 
alone proper lines, the Capital, in all its 
glory, with all its architectural erandeur 
added, should not cost this country a very 
great sum of money. But for many years 
‘to come, and in our lifetime, let us 
modestly develop along lines of useful- 
ness, and the immediate _occupancy 
| should not cost, this countrv very much, 
ene anything at all. This Committee is be- 
ing got together with this, amongst other 
_ objects in view. May I say another 
- word in this connexion? TI would have 

this Committee slightly different. 


‘sy 


Cuapman.—They could 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.] Adj 


‘thing ; 


































Mr. AvsTIn Craputaw.—TI ty 
Committee, ional ot was 


programme at “¢he last election, nade : 
posed in the Governor-General’s Spe 
ope AUSTIN CHAR —But is ans xis 


eee. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —I pane 
there is to be a Committee appointec 
Sir Rosert Best.—Ib 1s Marat 
is all. Me 
Mr. Mauony.—This is not the 
mittee mentioned in the Governor: ] 
ral’s Speech ? ue 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. ede rea ‘is 
the reason en something should be 


the asnkeel of Mr. Grigin ~ 
Mr: J. H. Carrs. pins BEE 3 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do n 
that. such subordination would be 
I doubt whether we sho 
the best results at the Capital — 
means, We ought to go along as > 
doing before the war broke upon 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—I should 1 
give this man a square deal et car 
his work. fa 
ae JOSEPH COOK.—So shou 


ae Pa isenent is entitled bes giv : 
He wants to be the sole determina Or 


en ee AMES Page. —Parliament is 
titled to do ag it wishes. seh Dy 


should the Public Works Commi rel 
this is what I used to urge when I 
on the Opposition side—go over the 
and recommend to irc House rein 




















































ok. The Public Works Com- 
ee is not competent to criticise the 
the Federal Capital. That is why 
it should go into the hands of a 
f experts, who would carry it out 
regard to economy, efficiency, 
0 mediate success. What is dhe use 





ae against the (ae of the 
and then setting a Public Works 
nittee, ‘appointed by this House, on 


his design, to say whether this feature 
fat ould be altered, or that feature 


Shot the Date He ali if that can 
place. I am not suggesting that the 
r ¢ Works Committee cannot do use- 


ae because that has been fixed and 


af JAMES Se ae know the 
pony; Committee are not here. 


ressing | a couple of them. We shall 
he best results, in my opinion, by a 


hing to do now is not to quarrel about 
who shall do this, and who shall do the 
other, but to begin at once the construc- 
aon of some of these works. I advise the 
er, ae eae thd Ee know, is 


€ y, then Sagas has been at 
i Tey ort have been adeagel in- 


V Bs reser ar oyanore) [3.54]. 


ie Daihen te ico (Mr. 


> from ple nother ude a 
es I am not offering any 
nal criticism in saying that, but 
with the Treasurer (Sir 
ok) that the designer of the 
sieal ss City is pretty expert in 





aan anchitactaro: 





ee ‘with | the anbeebie. mem- 


ey. Bo odid let the desion eke 


tts). We in Victoria have weed 
cake Acuinga if ee rule, on 


cal world, as well as in his pic- 


guess, you know. 


Mr. FENTON.—No. I have had ex- 
the Federal — 
Capital. I have sat and listened » him 


perience of the designer of 


for hours. 





Sir Josepa Coox.—lIt is of no use to 


criticise that part of it. 


Mr.. FENTON.—I do not speak wile 


ke, 


out knowledge. Reference has been made 
to the expenditure in connexion with the — 
Federal Capital, but instead of the Trea- — 


surer saying that the Public Works Com- — 
it should be 
saw fit that — 


mittee should not interfere, 
mentioned that this House 


the Committee should interfere, and 
specially intrusted to the Committee an 


inquiry in regard to certain work on the 


Federal Capital site. I am proud to 
have been a member of that Committee 
which turned down proposed expenditure 
that ran into nearly £500,000, particu- 
larly in regard to ornamental lakes. 
We do not want any ornamental lakes 
at this time in the Federal Capital or 
anywhere else. Neither the Government 
nor the country have money to burn at 


the present time. 


Mr. Tupor.—Ornamental lakes may be 


useful at times. Had Mr. Thwaites’ 


idea been adopted in Melbourne. 


would have paid for itself over and over 


again. 


Mr. FENTON.—The honorable ne 


ber is talking about a time when ihe 


State revenue was booming. 


Mr. Nicuoutuis.—Look at this matter - 


in a broad national light! 


Mr. FENTON.—tThere 
short time to go before 


must end, and I do not propose to 
take up the whole of that time. [ must 
deprecate a plea being put in for one 


Is only 
the shat 


individual, claiming for him a certain 
amount of sympathy and regard simply — 


because he left a lucrative practice im q— 


another part of the world, and came ‘o a 
country containing a mere handful of 
people, in order to look after the canny , 
ing out of a design which he had 


fathered some time before. 


If he is the — 


marvellous genius that some people would — 
have us believe, he would have resigned 
from this particular sphere of operations 


long ago, and gone back to a country — 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—That is a pure 


ib 


Sekt 


where there are over one hundred ise : 


lion people and any amount of money 


os isy, of a 


ene to be oe 
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course, if he was after ths aimed a 
lar, and I must say that most Americans 


are after it. 


Mr.,J, H. Carrs.—That is a very 


mean and sordid view to put. 


Mr. FENTON.—Things have been 


said against men in the Public Works 


Department. I believe honorable mem- 


- bers and Ministers will say that we have 


in the Department men who are among 
the best experts in their line to be found 
in any part of the world. I refer par- 
ticularly to the architect. 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—How would you 
like it to be said that you were only here 
for the few pounds you get? 

Mr. FENTON.—I might say the same 
about the honorable member. I am a 
public man, and open to criticism. 
People can say what they like about me. 
I have my own ideas about why I am 
here and why the people put me here. 
I suppose that when the people no longer 

want me here they will set me aside. 
~The honorable member for Cook made a 
good deal out of the Blacket report. 
What was done with it? The tea iva 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), 

_ Minister for Works and Railways at the 
time, went through it with a number of 
experts, and, so far as I know, turned 
down practically every recommendation 

| Jmaade by Mr. Blacket. | 

-. Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. —Where 
Tous reports ¢ 

_ Mr. FENTON.—They should be ob- 
_ tainable. 


are 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—They are not. 


Mr. FENTON.—I am surprised to 
hear it. I understand that they were 
_ printed as a parliamentary paper. I be- 
lieve I had them in my possession, if I 
have not got them now. The then Minis- 
ter said he turned down those re- 
_ commendations on the very best of ad- 


vice, and that the Commonwealth Go- 


-vernment should pay very little regard 
~ to the findings of that Commission. 

i Mr. J. H. Carts.—That was done 
3 i. sere 
Mr. 
took the responsibility on himself. 
ee including the Ministerial 
pmecopted: his version of the matter. 


This 
side, 


accept ae 
bere FENTON. Cupar oes gid Wat 


ea Wy 
oe his: ee inquiry a on 
~Blacket’s report. ey, 


of ptivate inquiry agents. The honorab 


a mere piece of humbug. 


FENTON.—The then Minister _ practice. 































































Mr. FENTON.--It was-not a @ 


member for Balaclava, when Ministe: 
Works and Railways, made a staten 
in the House on the subject. He sa 
men he had consulted were among’ 
best experts in the community, and 
practically voted the Blacket Top 


Mr. J. H Carrs.—He would not or 
duce their reports. ay : 


Mr. FENTON. ey 


Mr. Blacket’s. findings, aie u 
we have the fullest Fen inform 


matter. The rp enboe ob 
to my remark about having had too 
of Yankee control in this country. 
when [ made that wigs co Iw 


tects or designers. 
now, at the eleventh hour, there a: 
tralians better qualified to carry 
Federal Capital works than men ¥ 
come from other parts of the world. 
want Australians in and out of Pa 
ment to guard jealously the expen 
that we are going to incur. I am ne 
tacking the Federal Capital Direc 
sonally. I am simply speaking — 


bil bok a H. CaTTs. Ens, attacker 
in 1913, before he. had set his 
anaes five minutes, i 





tions about his Mee ee pide 
the aie he was proven ae te 


vernment were importing a 
this work, and giving. him — 


I merely sought i il 
as the honorable member does 
to time, and the Minister, to» 
gave me an ample reply. | 


| Mr. LavELLe. —But ee 



















































i fads the move- 
_ But for 


aa be in favour of the pro- 
enditure on the Federal Capi- 
we can at present spend our 
9 much better advantage in other 

.- I would ates the honorable 


The 


been led to certain conclusions. 


only over the city area, and not 


las ae “all a professions. In Laat 
ve ious works in the Territory, he sets 
n. Ten up against men who oh made a 


He sets himself up as 
in ee the different cise ag 


FEN a man claims to be a Jack-of-° 
ides, A am inclined to think ane he is 


3 grossly biased. 


Beek: os am not. If the 


Hie during 1915 and 1916, he will 
hat my statement is in accordance 


4 


ee city, but it is en artsie 
orate and too wane to permit 


ios) lakes and’ rr abiredeié settings 
s the Federal Capital designer pro- 
out I do not intend to vote. for such 
nditure at the present time. I 
oN the advocages of the expendi- 
ioney on the Federal Capital not. 
ever bringing up the matter. I 
rk will jog along steadily, 





r of the Federal Capital has juris- 


he ete of the Territory, but un- 


~where. 








although: Fact | not as merrily ag they 
would have it; and in due time, when — 
money is far ‘more plentiful than it is 
to-day, we shall build the Capital to the 
delight and satisfaction of the people. 
understand that the agreement made with 
the designer of the Federal City does not 
give him jurisdiction over its environ- 
ments. 
Territory, which comprises 1,000 square 
miles. 

Mr. Groom. — I ‘think that Mr. 
O’Malley, when Minister for Home and 
Territories, gave him authority over 


in ee to the idee] Be I *works outside the city area; but his 


original agreement related to the che 
ing of the Federal City. 

Mr. FENTON. Quite 805 and my. 
view is that works relating to the Terri- 
tory outside the city itself should be in 
charge of more experienced officers. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro) [4.5]-I regret the form 
which this discussion has taken, sinee 
I believe that it will lead us _ no- 
I have some proposals of a 


I 


practical character which I should like to. 


bring before the House, but it was only 


when I.entered this (ianer this after- Pons 


noon that I learned from the honorable 


member for Cook (Mr. Catts) of his in-’ 


tention to take this action. I am, there- 


fore, not prepared at this moment to go 


We are wrong in pitting 
There has been too » 


into them. 
officer against officer. 


much of that sort of thing, and I am 


satisfied, from my own experience, that 


the feud between the officials has cost the 
Commonwealth practically a quarter of a— 


million sterling. 

Mr. Gazz.*—I call attention to the state 
of the House. [Quorum formed. | 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I hope 
that we shall get down to something prae 
tical, and I shall begin by asking gt 
Minister for Works and Railways An 


Groom) what he has done towards carry- 


ing out the mandate of this House, given 
a month or six weeks ago, that at least 


£150,000 should be expended on the — 
Federal Capital this year? That was the — 
decision arrived at by a majority of hon- 
orable members after a hard fight, but I 
am informed that absolutely: nothing has” a 
Iam told 
by people living in the Territory that no 
additional men are employed at the 
Capitals and thas although there are ie 


been done to give effect to it. 


va 


. 


ae “) 


He has not charge of the whole — - 


Bie 



























































4, 000, 000 hnicks onl le of banter 4 
“available. at Canberra, the Minister 
on done nothing to push on with 
toyed work. That does not suggest 
sympathetic. administration. oes 
Aah Minister think the appointment 
of a Committee means a start in 
building the city? I certainly do not. 
-I agree with the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook), that it would be a good thing to 

. have a trust of three practical men 
to deal with this matter, but I do not 
want the members of a Committee to 
start to quarrel amongst themselves and 


so again delay the work. We _ under-» establish 


‘stand that an expenditure of £5,000 on 
- sewerage, £5,000 on water supply, £5,000 
on road construction, and £5,000 on elec- © 

‘tric supplies would be sufficient to pro- 
vide, as a start, for a population of 

1 2,000 people at Canberra. Has the 

Minister made any honest effort to carry 
out the direction of the House, or is he 

~ holding his hand pending a report from a 

Committee or Commission? This talk 
~ about a Commission is all “ bunkum.” It 

is only another method of side-tracking 
the scheme. The Minister, however, will 
find some difficulty in side-tracking it, 

and, unless he acts promptly, he will-have 

“to face something more serious than a 

motion for the adjournment of the House. 

Unless something is done to give effect to 

the decision of the House I shall cer- 

.tainly take “a more serious step. I 

blame, not the officials, but the Minister 

in charge of the Department concerned. 

“I am not here to denounce or to praise 

officials who cannot speak for themselves. 

It is for the Minister to tell us what he 

“has done. So far as I can‘ascertain he 

has done nothing. I warn him that such 

a course will not satisfy us. 

The internment camp which was 

- erected at Canberra cost over £160,000. 


“Mtr. Bayrry.—It did not cost us any- 
- thing. That was an Imperial expendi- 
_ ture. 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Even if 
is money was provided by the British 
Government we had no right to waste it. 
I want to know whether it is a fact that 
the designer of the Capital City desired 
_ that the internment eamp should be estab- 
lished in the area set apart as an indus- 
trial centre, where the buildings and 
water and sewerage services could have 
been devoted after the war to our own 


: 














he took up that attit de, 

ficials in the Department decided t 
camp should be erected on a sit 
park. J am told that this is true 
arc I do not vouch for the acc 


ae af the Federal City. ‘pointe ae 
that, if the camp were erected. a he i 


mi 
the camp on 

site,, and when the war is 
we can dismantle the cease : 
eile the water ren 


must answer, 


scandalous. “What is the stuff we ; 
day? I understand it is valued at abc 
£20,000, and that they want to 
on. to the Government, Some 
houses are, I believe, hate sold 


and the pipes torn up. I suppos 
£130,000 has been thrown away. 
been told that it is British money. 
I am a Britisher as well as an Au 
‘and I object to British mone 
wasted in this,manner. The - 
should, take steps to ascertain whe 


intel we should know hart: we hi 
misled. 
scandalous state of affairs. 
good practical builder— 


statements coming from ? 
well for the honorable membe 
about them. 


Gk “Minister is in favour of ihe 
ment of a Commission. We ay 


these parton in the panes befor 


they come f rom. 


Mr. AUSTIN cnaraax 


know. aw 












Mr. AUSTIN ae 
say I do not. er was ree 
arent 
























































lainly, | that only ‘one man saw 
atement before it got into the 
‘The very language used in the 


A. 


— The 
that only one 
; stutaient -before it 
din the ‘press. I invite 
ae the man, and to tell 


: Ror tells 


‘the Minister give the name fe the 
who has ieee oie given a Cabinet 


(Hon.. Sir Elliot 
n) —The honorable member is ‘in- 
interjections, which are disorderly. 


“AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It is 
sonable to ask for this information. 
2 Treasurer has:come into this debate 
sh his bluff, but it. will cut no ice with 
ae has almost led the House to 
e that I was the man who gave 
i this information. 


. the : honorable 


We ought to know. 
‘Nrcnorzs. —We “ought, t to demand 


i} pinion, at any rate. My eh tege is 
othing has been done to push on the 


t Canberra. It is of no use for the 


usiness. He will either have to ‘‘gc’’ 
yr the Capital or else against it, and 
1dging by his attitude during the last 
rr three months he is not very en- 
istic about it. The Treasurer will 
the money available any day. There 
000 men unemployed in New South 
there are 1 000,000 bricks at Can- 
and £50,000 worth of timber, so 
God’s name, do we not spend the 


which has been voted, and 
hese | men work to-do? Do we 
AN committee of engineers and 


s to build workmen’s cottages ? 
lans are all prepared. The Trea- 
OWS all this, because he has. dis- 


Te eka that the workmen 


aire 


e an the fate mons oe un- 


er referred to is the eee in the 


ter trying to sit on a rail over this 





£600. a piece. We would then ‘haves habi- a 
tations for the workmen and the adminis- — 
trative buildings would cost £50,000 or 
£60,000. These would include halls iakea : 
enough for Parliament to meet in. Hos- | 
tels and other accommodation for ie 
.able members would cost about another 
£30,000. These are the figures that have 
been discussed among honorable members, _ 
and would absorb the £150 000 on the — | 
Estimates. But the Minister knows that — 
there“is over £200,000 available, because 
other works have to be carried out. It is. 
altogether use'ess to appoint a committee — 
of experts, and allow this old feud he- 
tween engineers and architects to con- — 
tinue. ie ; 


Sir Joserx Coox.—But what does the: 
honorable member suggest should be 
done? There must be some control. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—What 
would the Treasurer do if he were carry-- 
ing out this work for himself? Would 
he spend two or three months waiting for 
the appointment of some committee, or 
would he get practical men on the es 
‘straight away ? , 


Sir Rosert Best.—The Treasurer re- 
pudiates any promise. That is the idea. 
‘Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —This is 
from the honorable member who said — 
there was no agitation in New South 
Wales about the Federal Capital, 


Sir Rozert Brest.—Y¥es, this is ‘the 
man. And it is a charge which you dare 
not attempt to refute. ‘ 

‘Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—This is _ 
the honorable member who is now trying — 
to crawfish away from his statements! 


ee Rozert Bzsv. —About the fates we 
hoods? That is my- charge, and I TeHCe 
it. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —What is 
ie charge ? 


Sir Roserr Best.—A charge of false- ie 
hood on the part of certain individuals, 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Will the 
honorable member name them? 





Sir Rosert Best.—I gave their nena 
in my speech. You read it, and you wilh Me 
know all about it then. 2 mer 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. an we. 
all know what the country sau about 
your speech. a 

Sir Roperr BEsT. wl do not know or a 
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Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. ore da in 
"received this telegram— 


‘Being 
‘honour constitutional pledge re Federal Capi- 
tal, will you hold up‘ all parliamentary busi- 

— ness until definite action is taken to absolutely 
consummate capital? 


Ne hat tel : 
Mr. Tupor.—Who sent that telegram _ Prins Minister, telling Raed about 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Smith’s 


| Weekly. 


Sir Jcsepa Coox.—And, of course, you 
recoet to held up parliamentary. busi- 
ness. 


stand every honorable member of the 
House got a similar telegram. 


Mr. Tupor.—No. They did not send 
one to me, and I voted for the expendi- 
ture. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Three or 
four honorable members have been to 
me, and shown me their answers. They 
have answered in the negative. But I 
say this is a very dangerous position to 
drift into. Honorable. members may 
~Jaugh and sneer at Smith’s Weekly, but 
I have no doubt that paper is trying to 
do its duty. 
South Wales that we are being hum- 
bugged, and are not getting a square deal 
over this Federal Capital business, and 
perebably Smith’s Weekly, realizing the 
feeling throughout New South Wales, is 
_ trying to get in first, as newspapers gene- 
rally do. They want to know what steps 
honorable members are prepared to take. 
I have read this telegram for the sake of 
the honorable member for Kooyong (Sir 


Robert Best), in order to show him that 
_ some interest is taken in this matter jn- 


‘New South Wales. 


; ; Sir Roser Brest.—Is that ihe result of 
the £1,000 propaganda? 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — What 
propaganda ? 

Sir Rosert Best. —Oh, you know all 
about it. 


Gave wr, AUSTIN 
_ nothing about it at all. The honorable 
member is very clever at inuendoes, but 
_ I can tell him that I am pretty good at 
_ that sort of thing myself if I care to start. 
b Mr. SPEAKER.—I must ask the hon- 
ic orable member to address the Chair. 
: Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Yes, Mr. 
ay “Speaker, but it is very difficult when I 
am dragged off the track like this by hon 
orable members and Ministers. 


: x 







in favour of immediate action to — 
years ago I knew that there was a 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —I under- 


eee would be done. 


There is a feeling in New. 


“CRERPMAN 1 Jatows 


economically as possible in the 
_ stances. 

























































Ma 'SPEAKER.— —Unfor 
honorable member ae int 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN 


waste going on in connexion with t | 
penditure on the Capital. I wrote te 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) when he 


thousands of. pounds that were — 
thrown away there and at Jervis ‘ 
also asked for an inquiry, which wo 
have cost salen but geen: was 8 ds 


perts, with sao else a them 
what chance will there be of eet ne . 


Canberra ; go in and. He i 8 


of Steyr ae which I want a 8 ; 
BEE honorable members. I hope the it 


ter for Works and Raiiviays) fi 1 
am sorry efforts are being made, m 
less successfully, to envelop ie 
tion with a political atmosphere. — 


Jn a distinctly national way, pis AT 
from party politics, it is this ques 


the Federal Capital. I speak ne 
a Victorian nor as a New South 


man. I have always been an adv 
the establishment of the ~ 
Capital, for I realize that it 


be as great a mistake to have it 
ney as in Melbourne. The Ho 
decided to initiate steps with a 
getting the city in such a state 
earliest practicable. moment, that 
Federal Capital, with the Dep Ht 
attached thereto, can be transferr 
Canberra. The duty of the Gover 
is to take such steps, of a sound bi 
like character, that the work can 
ried out as speedily, efficier y 


The sum of £150, 000 ‘- 





ated. Questions have been rais 
regard to the expenditure of — 






















































matters were set out by Mr. Griffin 
by lf. There is an amount of £1,250 
ane. Ct nnexion with general stores; of 
for reimbursements for equip- 
of £500, having to do with the 
kiln; ‘£2, 250, excavating plant; 
), construction of tramway ; £25,000, 
rary housing from Molonglo 


mand = «6£5,000- in ‘connexion 
oad formation. Authority for all 
items has been given; and there 


other matters involved—important 
foie ligt as sewerage, water supp ys 


oe ‘of cottages, ee an ae the 
x] enditure of which has not yet been 
jiven. What the Government had to 
mnsider was, what steps ought to be 
en to get the business carried’ 
ut on sound and proper lines. Last 
the then Treasurer (Mr. Watt) 
House, before the 


the that a Committee should be ap- 
ae to advise the Government ¢on- 


‘in Bede to bre that about. When 
eo House met again after the elections 
‘did —was repeated in the course of 
overnor- -General’s Speech. Honor- 


as to be done. Since the authority 
e House was given, the whole mat- 
| and 
ybinet favoured "the proposal for the 
diate appoin'ment of a Committee. 
it was suggested, and approved, 
Mr. Griffin should remain in: the 





the Dak ety ate. Griffin 
be preserved as the plan of 
ut for the Federal Capital. 
the conni position; and 
1 knows it. He has been 
several occasions, by myself. 








respective of any 
. known should be gone on with, and this — 
‘matter ae 
had to do with the carrying out of 


‘carried out 


Mr. Griffin ae been already preparing 
necessary detail plans. In addition, it 
was decided to pick out works which, ir- 
Committee, it was 


has A. further 


been done. 
the design. It was intended that Mee 
Griffin should remain in his advisory — 
capacity in order to advise the Govern- 
ment> should’ there be any attempt at 
deviation from the original design. Then i 
came the question of proceeding with the 
work, and the proposal was to appoint 
a Committee. That, I desire to say, has 
not been communicated to the public, =~ 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—The press. an-- Sul 
nounced it. 


Mr. GROOM. —Some person gave the 
iitarmatiben to the press. In the press 
it was stated that a written circular hag 
been sent round. Only one copy of — 
a memorandum was given to one particu- — 
lar gentleman. 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Who was that? : 


Mr. GROOM.—The person knows who 
has got it. It sets out the proposals — 
of the Government; it was decided — 
to appoint a Committee of five, and — 
upon that Committee it was proposed 
that Mr. Griffin should act in order to — 
conserve his design. In addition, there — 
was to be an outside architect of emi-— 
nence, quite apart from Federal control. — 
Then there was also to be a leading en- — 
gineer, in whom there would be public — 
confidence. Further, Colonel, Owen, ~ 
Director of Works, was to be upon 
the Committee, in view of his respon- — 
sibility for the conduct of activities; and 
also an officer from the Department of 
Home and Territories, which Department — 
is responsible for the poles of construct- 
ing the Capital. It was decided that that — 
Committee should advise the Government — 
concerning exactly what works could be 
immediately, and that it — 
should prepare a scheme having in Sieh 
the early occupation. of the Federal — 
Capital. The Committee was to report 
upon a general scheme for that eens. an 
tion upon the question of the building to — 
be used, temporarily or otherwise, and on 
the-matter of the order in which construc- 
tion should be undertaken. In addition, — 
with respect to any sums being involved — 
which might exceed an individual total of 
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Adjournment 





£95 000, He Ghninittes: was to ae ou 
_ the Soren meies in order that such works 


should go before the Public Works Com- 
mittee for investigation. | We are pro- 
posing to occupy the Federal Terri- 
_ tory. We do not want to make mistakes. 
Mistakes have occurred in the past be- 
cause works have been started without 
sufficient knowledge of the objective at 
which thcse responsible were aiming. It 
has now been decided to appoint ‘a com- 
- petent body of men who will give to 
the Government a considered report, so 
that when their scheme is before us and 
we have appropriated sums from our 


Estimates, from time to time, we shall 
- have a definite series of works being 
carried out with the one definite 
objective. 
Mr. Austin CHapmMan.—We have 
heard this kind of thing for ten years. 
- Mr. GROOM.—Something is being 
‘done now. 


Dr. Harte Pace.—lIf there should be a 
difference of opinion in the Committee, 
whose views would be adopted by the 
| Government? 


Mr: GROOM.—The Committee will 
Dbsrt to the Government, and the Go- 
-vernment must take the responsibility. 
_ The intention is to appoint Mr. Griffin 
Pie a definite term as adviser to the Go- 
-vernment, so that the whole plan shall be 
M aifostardéd and secured. These matters 
which I have outlined are sound and 
proper. The honorable member for Cook 
our J. H. Catts) has raked up a whole 
lot of matter about the Federal Capital. 
_ He came here this afternoon with a most 
"carefully prepared speech, comprising 
| Yoluminous quotations and references. © 





Mr. Avstin CHapman. —Is the Minis- 

re. referring to me? I had not heard 

of this matter before I came into the 
- House. 


_ Mr. GROOM,.—My first intimation 
_ Was given me just before the bells rang 
_ prior to the House meeting this after- 
“noon, | 









Mr, Ap H. Carrs. tl gave your office 
notice, though. 






now Radeniaha: I heard nothing of ‘the 


aes however, until I came here. winter 
; isi 






put into his hands? 


the Saformations to the athe 


moment question Mr. Griffin’s cap 








to os is eather Lhe Governm 
yet spent £1 of that item of £ 


Mr. GROOM.—I have told d the 
able member. ¥, 


Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. ayaa ig 
been done there yet, N ot Es blo 
been struck. 


Mr. GROOM. —The ‘eden 
from the face, as he ought to do. 
have told him that the Bact are s 


furnish the date? 


Mr. | 
member doubt my wore 
members use the Federal Capital que 
to create a political ae they 
do it a great deal of 1 injury. 


Mr. Austin Cnapman. —We ; 
want any of your threats. 


you oF OTE I am as catia as 
You never do anything. 


Mr. GROOM.—The honorable m hs 


iMr. Ae Cairne ) 
facts are very peculiar. {Tell us the 
of the officer who gave the ino 7 
the press. 


diately the Act was passed, th 






and trust.. I do not ike to we 
controversy as to the merits of the 
persons concerned. I do “not 





ay out his nae but. the sche 

















































1 to which we He ue get the best 


M. ca ote ‘Cue Mr. Griffin has 
recommended that. 


As regards the allegations made 
st other officers of the Department. 
say that the Commonwealth Public 
s Department possesses particularly 
officers. The Parliamentary 
ing Committee on Public Works 
ad these officials Boros it giving 
ging ‘of their oapaeiey. We have in 
ne Department capable and efficient men, 
h hould be able to carry out the work 
we propose to have done. 


. member. The intention is that the 


Ve are not delaying in the slightest 
seree. ‘We ask the members of the 
mmittee to come together at once, and 
te ‘report as to the work which can be 
immediately undertaken, so that the 
scheme may be carried out in an economic 
ind efficient manner. 


_ Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [4.33].— 
Before dealing with the past and future 
administration of the Capital question, I 
wish to define my attitude towards the 
termination of Parliament to locate 
he Capital at Canberra. Various news- 
‘paper charges have been made against 
me because of the action that I have 
| aken in this Chamber, and J therefore 
rankly, that Canberra having been 
en by the deliberate vote of Parlia- 
ent for the site of the Federal Capital, 
nd a great deal of money having been 
gent there, I consider that there is only 
thing to be done, and that is to go on 
th the work of building the city; but 





m, I should have suggested a site 
further north. 


4 'UDOR. Cal eset ; The Armidale 


other large eerie works 


mmittee shall set to work immediately,. 


I been a member of this House when . 





ae position for the iste Capital. 
However, the location of the Capital has — 
been determined, and I think that the | 
,time has arrived when the Government 
should take in hand the building of the — 
city; at any rate, to such an extent as 
would permit the Federal Parliament to 
meet at Canberra. I trust that the ex-— 
pedition shown will at least enable the 
Constitutional Convention to meet there — 
next year. But while anxious that pro- 
gress shall be made in the building of the © 
city, I should like to elicit from the Min- — 
ister a statement as to the manner in ~ 
which the money voted for the moderne 
works is to be spent. The old way was, 
apparently, for departmental officers to. 
refuse to accept outside expert opinion as_ 
to the best method of carrying out funda-_ 
mental public works, with the result that 
any one visiting Canberra can see at a 
glance that hundreds of thousands of 
pounds have been wasted there. I differ — 
from the honorable member for Eden- 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman), who | 
thinks that the opinion of expert engin- 
eers should not be obtained. 


Mr. Austin’ Cuapman.—In ee to 
the building of cottages? | 


‘Dr. EARLE PAGE.—The general ex- 
penditure should be in accordance with © 
a well-considered plan, and on the advice 
of experts. Money has been spent on a 
water supply and power scheme which 
competent engineers’ have declared to be — 
a wasteful one. There was no excuse for 
this mistake, because years before the 
scheme was undertaken, Mr. Corin, the 
Chief Electrical Engineer in the Depart- — 
ment of Public Works, New South Wales, 
suggested that, without any great ex- 
pense, a water supply and a hydro-— 
electric supply sufficient for a town of — 
100,000 persons could be obtained with a 
gravitation scheme.* According to Mr. 

-Corin— : 

A preliminary report embodying these pro- 
posals was communicated to the Federal autho- 
rities, which, however, received criticism at 
the hands of one of their technical advisers, — 
who, in spite of some pains taken to explain 
the point, did not appear to understand the 

functions of the balance reservoir, and seemed 
to think that it was essential to a hydro- elec- 
trie scheme for the maximum demand to be “ 
maintained continuously. i 
The Department carried out a | 
which necessitated the employment of a 
steam pumping plant, working continu-~ or 
ene to supply eae tb: end Duntroon te 









~ with Water. In ah Leaeae reservoirs, 
the Department put one some 30 feet 
below another, with a space of about 4 
miles between them, with the result that 
the second reservoir is practically useless 
for the reception of supplies from the 
first. 3 


' Mr. Groom.—On what opinion do you 
base that statement? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—tThat is the in- 
formation supplied in Mr. Oliver’s report. 
Mr. Groom.—His opinion is not borne 
out by practical experience. We have 
been working this scheme for some time 
now, and know, therefore, what it costs. 


. Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Mr. Corin, in a 
paper which was published after Mr. 





_ Comparative auinatae of a steam supply at 
Canberra. with electric. pumping and the gravi- 
tation scheme advocated by the author for 
the hydro-electric supply, show that the cost 
of water and electrical energy for the former 
would be 4.6d. per 1,000 gallons and 0.98d. 

- per unit respectively; and for the latter 3:4d. 

per 1,000 gallons and 0.57d. per unit, it being 
understood that the exact division of the 
charges between water supply and power is 
necessarily to a large extent empirical. 
_ Mr. Groom. — Experience has shown 
that outside criticism was mistaken re- 
garding the cost of the pumping scheme. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—tThe figures I 

_ have just given relate to the cost to the 
“users of water and electrical energy. It 

_ Was urged against the gravitation scheme 
that it would be impossible to put in at 
the beginning a plant for the supplying 

_ of 100,000 persons, but Mr. Corin pointed 

out. eight years ago that the gravitation 

scheme could be carried out in three 
_ divisions as the population increased, 

_ supply being provided in the first instanee 
for a population. of from 10,000 to 

— 15,000; secondly, for one of from 20,000 
— to 50, 000 ; and thirdly, for one of from 
50,000 to 100 000. 


Mr. J. H. Catrs. — Mr. De Burgh 
vat showed in 1908 what that was the proper . 
it anes 
Dr. EARLE PAGE. — nations ex- 
ie beta have overridden the advice of men 
_ who ‘“‘had no axe to grind,’”’ and have 
- disregarded the suggestions that they 
have made. I should, like an assurance 
from the Minister that in future the best 
\dvice will be taken, and that the de- 
-partmental friction of the past shall not 
be allowed to continue. While I am 
anxious for the erection of the Federal 
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‘Capita ‘ag Scanners t as. not 
money wasted there as in the pas 
‘Minister has spoken of Mr. Oliver’s” 
port as having been’ falsified by ex 
ence, but in 1916 Mr.. Oliver objecte ec 
the departmental pune scheme fo 
these reasons— ine 

1. The necessity of having to pump the wr te 
to such an elevation and_ i pg o3 
pense of doing so; 

2. The height at "which the: service rese vO 
are placed above the city, being such that 
unusually severe strain would be mH 
all fittings, These DieRSUrEty are, Bee 
excessive, hy 
I understand that there is a pressure « 
250 lbs. to the square inch on all the 
town fittings, which means continual 
leakages, destruction of yaa and bur 
ing of pipes. a8 

3. The use of cast iron in. the rising 


to the pipehead reservoir at Mount esi Oo 
instead of steel. : 


pepe we should not permit, a ui 
between responsible officers to. pre: 
the public interest, and, should ie 


sional opinion, should Tecelve | consid 
tion. 


ub tion That the House do n 


journ—put. The House divided. — 
Sve hits ae 
Noes! .:. ye 


Majority .. 
AYES. 
Anstey, F. pennies i, C. 
Brennan, F. 
Considine, M. P. 
Cunningham, L. L. 


Page James 
Tudor, F. G. ; 














Gabb, J. M. West, J. HE. 
Lavelle, T. J, Tellerss7 
Lazzarini, H. P. - Catts;, ty) epee 
Mahon, H. Mahony, Ww. 
NOES, oA 
Bayley, J. G. Jowett, E. “tah 
Best, Sir Robert Lister, / J, Hiya 
Bruce, S. M. a ay WwW. M 
Cameron, D. C. Page, Dr. s rle 
Chapman, Austin Poynton, A y, 
Cook, Sir Joseph Prowse, J. i 
Cook, Robert Rodgers, A. 
' Foster, Richard Ryrie, Sir Gran’ 
Fowler, IE a Smith, Laird | 
Gibson, W. G. Wienholt, A. 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E. Tellers: — 
Hay, A Burchell, R. 


Hughes, W. M. 












Tere ‘LL. 
Bamford, F, W. 
Bell, G. Ay 
Blundell, RiP 
‘ Bowden, E. K. 
iy. Jackson, D. S. 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G..H. 
Gregory, H. 

‘ Fleming, W. M. 
apie C. bi C. 















































reasurer, “npom. boiie 


What were the costs per cent. in Gon: 
1exion with the flotation of the respective 
is raised by the Commonwealth Govern- 


i What amount was expended | on giving 
ut ne to the recent Peace Loan of the Com- 


the amount of brokerage fees 
in connexion with such loan ? 


Ist issue, 5s. 4d. per cent.; 2nd issue, 
8d. per cent.; 3rd issue, 4s. 5d. per cent.; 
issue, 4s. 3d. per cent.; 5th issue, 5s. per 
t.; 6th issue, 5s. 8d. per cent. ; 7th issue, 
4d. per-cent.; 8th issue, 7s. 10d. per cent.; 
issue (second Peace Loan), 7s. 10d. per 
‘cent. (approximate). 

2. All accounts have not yet. been received, 
but the expenditure on all forms of publicity, 
including advertising and expenses of commit- 
ale estimated at £47, 000. 


“WHEAT POOLS. 


“ Apvancxs BY Banks, 


eat Pools, and what rates, of interest did 
ey receive? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK—The banks 
e the Wheat Pools, but the over- 
each State bapital have been ad- 
om week to week, so that the 


business. 


‘notice— 


ive not advanced specific amounts to 


| quantities for evan would Chae involved 










eae to the ion ad 
vices, the wheat accounts are in credit, — 
but ‘the overdrafts resulting from the — 
further payments to growers fo 
£1,830,000, which commenced on 5th in- — 
stant, will, be adjusted between the banks 
as set out above. The rate of. interest. a 
paid to the banks was 5 per” cent. aa } 
annum, | 













SALE OF COPRA AT RABAUL, : 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked the Mae 


ister for Trade and Customs, upon — 





os oN ta eae 4) 
‘ig, Payee) 


: 2. « Ni siGs K 
1. Is it a fact that an officer from the Customs — 


Department recently called on certain firms ~ 


in Sydfey and asked for alternative quotations _ 
f.o.b. Rabaul and c.i.f. Sydney for 2,000 tons of | 
copra. which had been expropriated by — the me 
Board at Rabaul? ae 


Is it a fact that only a few hours oo : 
ee in which to complete the quotation? 





3. Is it a fact that this copra was subse- a 


quently sold at Rabaul? 


4. If so, who purchased the 2,000 tons Be 
copra, or any portion of it, and what was ae : 
price paid? na 


5. Is it a fact that the firm of Burns, Philp, 


and Company purchased “about 1,700. bait ie 





more or less, of this copra? 
6. If so, at what price per ton?» 
7. Were tenders invited for this copra? | 
8. If nat, why not? : 


9. Is it a fact that Mr. W. G. Lucas, taleh of . . 
Burns, Philp, and Company, who went to New © 
Guinea as the Government representative, is) 
returning by the warship Melbourne? He 


10. If so, what is the reason? 


“Me GREENE ——The information, is : 
being obtained. ae 








SUPPLY OF WHEAT FOR oe 
GRISTING. a 


Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Maxmr) a 
the Prime Minister, wpon notice— = 


Whether the Government can announce what 
arrangements will be made in the immediate 
future for the re-opening of the flour mills — 
by an adequate supply of wheat being mae 
available for gristing purposes? a , 


‘Mr. WISE (for Mr. Hucuss) —Con ‘4 
siderable quantities of flour. gristed ae 
anticipation of sale are still held by a 
States unsold. The gristing of fae 




















iy Rriaten ie the soo se wate 


available for overseas sale, and the conse- 
- quent loss of favorable opportunities of 
realization. At present it cannot be 
stated when the export business will be 
resumed. 


ASSISTANCE TO RIFLE CLUBS. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—With re- 
ference to a question asked by the hon- 
orable member for Wakefield (Mr. Richard — 
Foster) on the 29th October on the sub- 
ject of grants of ammunition for rifle 
elub purposes, I desire ‘to state that a 
sum of, £50,000 is provided on the cur- 
rent year’s Estimates for general ex- 
penses of rifle clubs and associations. In 
addition, the Minister has approved of a 
free issue of ammunition to the value of 
£30,000, calculated on the basis of actual 
cost to the Department, besides a free 
issue of approximately 9,000,000 rounds 


of ammunition (valued at £15,000) for 


use at Association and Union prize meet- 
ings. As stated in the recent an- 


-nouncement of defence policy by the 
Minister, these must be understood as ‘re- 
presenting the full extent of assistance to 


be given by the Government in the way 


| of subsidy to rifle clubs. 


_. YEOMAN WHEAT YIELDS. 
Mr. GREENE.—On 17th September 


the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr, Maloney) asked me the following 
question : Seam: 


Will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Mr. Greene) follow up the courtesy which 
he showed to to me some time ago in obtain- 
ing information concerning the wonderful 
variety of seed wheat known as Yeoman, which 
gives up.to 96 bushels per acre. I ask. the 
Minister if he will endeavour to obtain a sup- 
ply of this variety from the Imperial Govern- 


ment for the use of the wheat-growing States 


of Australia? 2 


In reply, I said— | 


‘I will have the matter inquired into. I 


think it probable that the agricultural experi- 


mental stations under the control of the 


Wye 
ak 








various State Governments will have taken 
up the subject. 


eh am now in a dey aia nw furnish the 
following information which has been 


pgrened by the Premiers of the various. 


- States :-— : 
New South Wales—The Department of 


: | Agriculture. neat that the Yeoman variety 


‘record of local experience with the varie 





Ra RNA? Pale oem 


"wheat. ‘is. cn yet te i 
varlely is extremely late, how 
























































is a typical English wheat, ag a ver 
stooler, A complete report on the trial 
wheat will be available in’ about Crs 


ducted in Victoria as het with the new va 
of wheat called Yeoman, but it is propos 
procure some seed of this variety in Car 
the next sowing season. HON 


Queensland.—No_ tests have ioe bee mat 
in Queensland of Yeoman wheat. 


ture has eiaa’ as follows:— 


wheat known as Yeoman. A few ears of 
wheat, however, were handed to us last 
son, and we distributed it over the Gov 
ment farms. Speaking generally, howeve 
may state that Senet that are heavy yieldi: 
under a climate such as that of England, 
rarely, if ever, succeed under South “Aus 
conditions. We have repeatedly tested. va 
ties alleged to have given heavy yields in cou Ir 
tries such as England, but have always foun 


Personally, I see no reason for believing that 
Yeoman wheat will prove any more useful th: 
other varieties that have been introduce 
the past.” 


Western ‘Austeadin, —Both Browick She Mt 
Fife varieties (the Yeoman is a hybrid betwee 
these), have been planted in the test 
at the Chapman and Merredin Experi 
Farms in this State, last planting season, FE 
experience, however, indicates that they — 
not likely to prove as suitable for our ¢ 
tions as they are reported to have p 
under British conditions. act 


Tasmania.—Yeoman wheat appears fa! 
known in this State, and no eer ee 
been made with it. | ‘ . 





‘COMMONWEALTH BANK BI 


SECOND READING. 


(vide page 6187), on motion by 
JOSEPH eo 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.55] a 
not be long in discussing this mea: 
but I say at once that I regret tha 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) has 
mated vies it Is his nee Rue 


duced the first Ghnimbieusaia eae 
If Bonarable pede will turn sora 






, will ee the . following re- 



































brine! ae. Pe t } 
FISHER (Wide Bay—Prime Minister 
Treasurer).—I move— Mind 
hat this Bill be now read a second time. 


* 


_ JosePpH CoOK.—Sovereigns for every 


will be seen that the right honorable 
tleman could not wait until the Prime 
lister and Treasurer of that day had ad- 
ced a single argument in support of 
Bill before he made that sarcastic 
jection, ‘‘ Sovereigns for every one!” 
he is to-day standing sponsor for an 
ndment of the Commonwealth Bank 
et. During the discussion on the mo- 
on for the adjournment of the House I 
ok advantage of the opportunity to read 
me of the speeches made by honorable 
embers on the motion submitted by Mr. 
_ Fisher for the second reading of the Com- 
- monwealth Bank Bill in 1911. — 
Sir JosprH Coox.—Does the honorable 
ember think he is still sane after read- 
g those speeches ? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I wish to say that I 
as very much struck with the remarks of 
e then honorable member for Went- 
orth (Mr. Kelly) and of the present 
inister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
reene). I find that in the course of the 
ebate Mr., now Senator, Fairbairn pre- 
dicted that all the Caucus would be 
directors of the Bank. The late Lord 
Forrest said, among other things— 
Nb The Government has not proved: that the 
measure is urgentiy needed, or that there is 
even a gap which-it will fill.: It is doubtful 
- whether the Constitution empowers us to create 
Bank. | 
_I have copied from the report of the de- 
bate the remarks which I have attributed 
o Senator Fairbairn and the late Lord 
‘orrest as typical of the hostility shown 
y honorable members opposite to the 
sstablishment of the Commonwealth 
ank, which they have since taken every 
_ advantage of, and to-day there is not one 
- man who was opposed to the establish- 
ment of the Bank in 1911 who would ad- 
ocate wiping it out. Its establishment is 
dence of the foresight of members of 
2 party that I have the honour to lead, 
vause we had in our programme for 
ome time the creation of a National 


it 


than it has. | 
Josera Coox.—Then the honorable 
ris going back on it. ‘ 


Bank Bill. 





Mr. TUDOR.—I stand by the inter-— 
jection I made the other day when the ~ 


right honorable gentleman was moving 
the second reading of this Bill. 
speaking of the investment of the funds 


When 


of the note issue in the ordinary business — 


of the Bank, the right honorable gentle- 
man said— — : 


I do not think the Bank in that regard 
privileges which other banks 


should be given 
do not possess. 


\ 


I interjected that I would certainly be 


prepared to give the Commonwealth Bank 


advantages over and above those given to 
private banks. 
ment. 


I wish to refer honorable members to 


I stand by that state- — 


some particulars supplied by Mr. Knibbs- 


in his article on ‘‘ Banking,’’ which ap- 


peared in No. 11 of the Commonwealth 


Year-Book for 1918, and which is pub- | 


lished in that issue much more fully than 


it appears in the issue for the following 
year. He gives the names of various 
banks, their capital, dividends paid, and 
the amount of their reserves. 
members will find that in dealing with 
the Commonwealth Bank he gives the fol- 
lowing particulars :—Paid-up capital, nil. 


Honorable 


Rate per cent. per annum of last dividend 


or bonus, none. Amount of last. half- 
yearly dividend or bonus, nil. 
of undivided reserve profits, £526,292. 
I find, according to the Budget-papers, 
that that amount has now reached 
£2,363,000. : 


Amount | 


Sir JoserH Coox.—We have had none | 


of that. 


Mr. TUDOR.—No, but the Bank has 
made profits to that amount, and they 
stand to its credit to-day. | 


I shall mention the honorable members 


of the House who voted against the Com- 


monwealth Bank Bill which brought the 
Commonwea'th Bank into | 


existence, 


Among them were the honorable members - 


for Parramatta (Sir Joseph Cook), 
Wakefield (Mr, Richard Foster), Rich- 
mond (Mr. Greene), and Eden-Monaro 


(Mr. Austin Chapman), and also the pre 
sent Speaker (Sir Elliot Johnson). Of 
course, the division was on party lines. — 
Honorable members voted to kill the Bill, — 


Sir JoserH Coox.—wNo. 
a different kind of Bank. 


able members voted to kill the Bill. — 








We wanted — 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is not'so.- Honor, | 


P 
Hons 


fined 


“The iolowing is a table! See by 
"Ms Knibbs in regard to the capital re- 


Bank. 





- Commonwealth Bank of Australia ne da 
Bank of Australasia . ap te ak 


Tsien Bank of Australia Limited s 

English, Scottish and Australian Bank Limited = os 
London Bank of Australia Limited ne dh 
‘Bank of New South Wales... 

Commercial Banking Company of Sydney Limited 


Australian Bank of Commerce Limited. . et 
City Bank of Sydney Nes 
National Bank of Australasia Linuted 2 ae 
Commercial Bank of Australia Limited. . as 
Bank of Victoria Limited He ge Ba 
Colonial Bank of Australasia Limited .. oe 


Royal Bank of Australia Limited — .. es 
Queensland National Bank Limited 


Bank of Queensland Limited .. Paani Vie 
Bank of Adelaide .. ne =i ue 
Western Australian Bank te pie 
- Commercial Bank of Tasmania Limited - OP Vit 
ene Bank of Tasmania Limited .. ge 


i ts 


The other day the Treasurer (Sir 


Piscesh Cock) told us that, during the 
war, the Bank of England was making 
“po greater profit than it vas making 
prior to the war, but that remark is not 
true as applied to Australian banks; be- 
cause they took as much advantage of the 
“war conditions as did any other section 
va Tet the community. As a matter of fact, 
their reserved profits are higher than the 
_ original capital put into them, as for in- 
‘stance, in the case of the Western Austra- 
han Bank, whose paid-up capital is only a 
little over » third of its reserved profits. 
Yet the Treasurer says that he will not 
give the Commonwealth Bank—the. Bank 
owned by the whole of the people of Aus- 
_tralia——any advantage over private banks, 


| Str Joserx Coox.—What advantage 
a “cout the honorable member give it? - 


ie ’ Mr. TUDOR.—I would give it every 
_ possible advantage I could give it. ‘The 
if eee tells us epi he intends to 


AR 











fy: 


__which banks are to hold in \Australian 
notes, and says that this matter will be 
oc. by a complete Banking Bill. 
Sanne r JOSEPH Coox.—I said that it 





~ sources 


-sibly with banking officials, we : 


-in Australian notes was- likely. 
‘relating to the portion ee their reserves 


‘wealth asus would ay able ie 




















































of Australiar 


Amount of 


Rate per cent. 
Paid-up per annum Mrs a fy 
_ Capital. Dividend und Haltyearly. \ 
¥ Bonus. and Bonus. 
£ % A 
2,000,000 | 14, and 12s. 170,000 | 
| bonus pie Garnet 
2,000,000 14. _ 140,000 | 2, 
539,438 8 483 
669,670 | © 7 
3,894,980 | - 10 
2,000,000 | ' 10 
1,198,679 | - 3 
400,000 4 
1,498,220 7 
2,213,009 4 
1,478,010 6 
439,280 ri 
300,000 8 
480,000 
450,000 ot 
500,000 8 
250,000 20 
200,000 14 
195,250 | 7 
Mr. TUDOR. eles Se makes the 


Is this a s 
Is it done in ea inter 


tion still more remote. 
the banks? 





Hes of the wheat crop ?” 


Sir Joseru Coox.—No. 
or anything: lik® it. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I am glad to. 
Treasurer make that statement, be 
most peculiar that, after a Bill has 
submitted, presumably after cor 
tion with the Treasury officials : 


learn, even before the Treasu 
made: his second-reading speech u 
that a vital clause specifying the p: 
tion of its deposits each bank sh 


tered. I admit that the Treas 
us early in his second-reading speecl 
he proposed to eliminate this ‘pro 

I asked the Treasurer by ‘inter 
dine his speech whether the Com 




















cay’ bedehidle ‘its power to 
nore or less just as it liked. Some 
nC rable members have complained that 

“note issue is inflated. They contend 
5 Jae possible ee would come 


af 


e surer was speaking, prices are high 


e because so many men have been 
rawn from productive industries. 


: i means that less articles are pro- 
1¢ od and oy the cost of them consider- 


ss Okt to be removed from political 
ontrol. he advanced- as another reason 
or transferring its control to the Com- 
mwealth Bank the fact’that the Bank . 
as branches all over Australia, while 
e Treasury has none. 
;, the Treasury does not distribute the 
LO 28 except at the head office, and, per- 


haps, at a few sub-branches. They are 
now distributed by the banks. It is their 
‘oper putin to do so. If the Coe 


a. Commonwealth Bank. 
ply control the note issue? 


Will ° Mey 


_ Mr. TUDOR.—Will they have any- 
1 ding to AD with the ee work ‘i the 
nk? 


ir JosEPH Geek Nothing whatever. 
HTUDOR. —Will Bey Sahin the 


ty, eae Coat. The two directors 
f be ppointed, other than the Governor 
f the Bank and the. Secretary of the 
y, will be reputable business men 


of rom ata tag to. act in the same | 





ve withdraw 20,000,000 men from® 


As a matter of ° 


work 








way as the Trustees of The. Melbourne : 


Savings Bank act now. 


Mr. TUDOR. —That is to say, while 
they will not be employed full time on 
this work, and while their fees: may 
amount to a fair sum per annum, they 
will not be receiving anvthing like the 
salaries drawn by bank managers ? sineee 


Sir JosepH Coox.—They will receive 
just the fee for each day they sit. fate 6 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Treasurer has. told : 
us that the gold reserve provided is 25 — 
per cent. of the note issue. When the 
Commonwealth Bank Bill was under con- 
sideration in this House, there was some — 
very severe comments on that particular - 
proposal, and this is what the right hon- — 
orable gentleman himself said on that 
occasion— vig oes 


I always congratulate the Labour party on- 
the possession of a mild-mannered Prime Min- 
ister, such as vasy, have, for 1 think he would ; 
disarm ah 


Mr. Pace.—Joseph Cook. 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK. —Well, he does disarm 
me. I cannot find it in ‘my heart to 
attack him. There is. that in his ex- 
terior which would deceive any one of us — 
if we did not know what was underneath — 
it. Beneath it all, however, we know that 
there is a perfect Machiavellian purpose, I 
desire to show how far away he is in regard 
to this Bill from the people on whose support — 
he relies to carrv it. It is my duty to show 
what they expect, and what he proposes to — 
give. So far as the great. struggling masses 
outside are concerned, this is another piece of 
Dead Sea fruit that the Government are offer- 
ing them. . The Prime Minister told 
members of the Opposition that the fact that ~ 
the Commonwealth Bank will compete with 
rvrivate banks should not give them concern, 
because they profess to beiieve in private en- 
terprise; but he gave no good reason for this 
revolutionary proposal. My main objection to 
the Bill is that it provides for a politically- — 
controlled bank. .-. This Bill ties the — 































































-Governor of the Bank to the Treasurer in a 


way which, I beiieve, is very sinister, and will : 
out to the detriment of the Bank, and 

the country. Whatever the ultimate 
purpose, mav be, they are setting up a control 
which will make it almost impossible to con-— 
hae the Bank on ordinary sound business — 
ines, Ladies 


With the experience he has had in the 
last. eight cr nine years, does the Trea- | 
surer still say that a control was set up 
which made it almost impossible to con- 


duct the Bank on Srna: sound busi- 


ness lines } Ce 


Sir JosepH Coox.—That. is precisely 
what I am saying, and now I am endea- 
vouring to remove this matter om ‘Trea ‘t 
sury control. 
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Mr, TUDOR.—Does the Treasurer still 

contend that beneath it all there was a 
perfect Machiavellian purpose, and that 
the Bank has done no good to Aus- 
tralia 4 | : 

Sir JoserH Coox.—I do not believe 
that the Bank has done any good to the 
workers of the country in the sense they 
expected. 

- Mr. TUDOR.—I believe it has done an 
infinite amount of good to the people of 
Australia. If it had not been for the 
Commonwealth Bank and the note issue 
this country would not have got through 
the war as well as it did. The right hon- 
‘orable gentleman went on to say 
further— \ 
-] should like to know where the business 
of the bank is to come from. I should have 
thought that the Prime Minister would tell 
the House where he expected to get it from. 
He should have done what any outside com- 
pany would do when issuing a prospectus. . . - 
‘These are urgent reasons why the House ought" 
to pause before plunging into this enterprise, 
which must be fraught with serious conse- 
quences to the future of Austraha, 
Every prognostication of the right honor- 
able gentleman on that occasion has been | 
falsified. The Bank has done good work, 
and not one honorable member who op- 
posed the Bill in 1911 would now oppose 
“passing it into law. | 
-» Sir Josrrn Coox.—lI certainly would 
‘ou its present lines. I believe to-day that 
it is not on proper lines. 
! Mr. TUDOR.—But in 1911 the hon- 
orable member and others sitting with 
him opposed the whole project, root and 
branch. The following voted against it: 
_Sir Robert Best, Sir Joseph Cook, Mr. 
R. Edwards, Mr. G. Fairbairn, Sir John 
Forrest; Mr. Richard Foster, Mr. J. M. 
Fowler, Mr. G. W. Fuller, Mr. D. J. 
Gordon, Mr. Massy Greene, Mr. , Ly E. 
Groom, Mr. R. Harper, Mr. W. M. 
“Hedges, Mr. W. H. Kelly, Mr. W. J. 
McWilliams, Mr. A. C. Palmer, Sir John 
Quick, Mr. G. de L. Ryrie, Mr. Carty 
Salmon, Mr. 8. Sampson, Mr. H. 
Sinclair, Mr. John Thomson, and Mr. 
Agar Wynne, the tellers being Mr. L. 
Atkinson and Mr. W. Elliot Johnson. 
_ The pairs against it comprised the follow- 
_ing:—Mr. J. Livingston, Mr. Hans 
_. Irvine, Mr. Bruce Smith, Mr. W. H. 
Irvine, Mr. A. Deakin, and Mr. P. 
-McM. Glynn. That division took place 
- upon an amendment to the motion for the 
second reading of the Bill, affirming that 


bay 









a gees 


mittee. Honorable membs 


®I can only recall one occasion upon W 


measure was thus killed for a period 


» $ 


the second reading of the Iron Bo 


wealth Bank the private banks 


Ss ; aad ti > f 
FN rok oa ag ae 
ay Ba S E 
Ph ree s 
‘ Speed TEN fot im a n “ 
it should be referred to 














































there are two or three ways 
measure, aan Var Soe 

Sir JoserH Coox.—That ament 
was not designed to kill the Bill, © 
improve it. On a a no 

Mr. TUDOR.—One of the met 
adopted for killing a° measure is to 
mit an amendment affirming tha 
should be referred to a Select Commi 


“of k 
ae 


’ 


such an amendment has been cal 
That was in 1901, upon the motion 


Bill. The result of the adoption of 
amendment was that the question wa 
again dealt with until 1908. © 


iy ie 
IK 


n 


seven years. The Treasurer has tc 
that the Bank of England is satisfi 
make only pre-war profits. May I qt 
the Australasian Insurance and Bank 
Record for February of the present year 


Sir JosepH Coox.—I did not say ~ 
the Bank of England is satisfed to m 
only pre-war profits. I said that it 
satisfied to make only those profits du: 
the war. a 

Mr, TUDOR.—But our priyate ba 
were not satisfied to make pre-war pre 
during the war. They made as much 
they could. : Dea 

‘Sir Josern Coox.—How much di 
Commonwealth Bank make durin 
war ! : 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have not the figi 
bv me. say hy). 

Sir Joseru Coox.—lIt is convenient 
the honorable member not to know. Wh 
is the use of the honorable member talk: 
as he is doing? , Ran 

Mr. TUDOR.—Does the Treasurer de- 
sire me to sit down and allow him to hav 
his own way entirely ? When I tell him 
the private banks in the Commonw 
were not satisfied to make only pr 
profits during the war period, he 
‘‘How much did the Commonwe 
Bank make during the war?” I 
that it did fairly well. in 

Sir Josrra Coox.—It made | 
profits than any other bank in Au 
The honorable member did not m: 
that. pa i 
Mr. TUDOR.-—But for the Co 


have made very wuch higher profi 
they did. It was only the restraint 
Pet | ia Oe saa 



































‘Bank which prevented them from 
just as they chose with the people 
The Commonwealth Bank 
ng better terms to its customers 
han are any of the private banks, 
standing that it started without 
and notwithstanding that we 
_assured upon its inception that the 
00, 000 which, the Labour Govern- 
. proposed to put into it would be 
ly frittered isk bs The Australasian 


last. sets ine that the total Waiouita 
oe, haakeg and of EHS po 


ae Commonwealth 
Banks. Bank. 

AB EN £ 
171,482,365  ... 1,487,316 
177,695,435 3.619,048. 
191,654,761 wae L001 7,014 
191,941,355 .. 29,602,624 
207;909,959° (0°... 23,223,829 
217,841,635  .. 61,004, STS 

: 248,238,/66 . .. 382, 346, 029 © 
the same journal of 21st 


1920, I gather that during 
the Fh iantbe! quarter of 1919, me 
ordinary banks had £27,031, 599 i 

d posits not bearing interest, and this 
al aot had increased during the Septem- 
quarter of the present year to 
35, 205,331, an increase approximately 
£3,200,000. But their fixed deposits 
ring interest increased only from 
7,286,453,. during the September 
arter of 1919, to £30,288,489 during 
September quarter of the present 
It will be seen, therefore, that 
the private banks can well look after 
ferisalves, and, consequently, this ,Par- 
ment should do its best to help our 
wn Bank. I have never professed to be 
n uthority upon finance, although a 
reat many other honorable members 
dopted that réle when the last Bank 
ill was before us. But we ought to 
\deavour, wherever possible, to assist 
on Bank and to place every facility 
way. I know that some State Goe- 
ents do not help the ©cmmon- 
alth Bank, but prefer. to assist private 
. in opposition to it. I have her> 
figures extrac’ ed from a return 
in the Victorian Government 


NM 


orian Government, Hoveotte: the 


sed upon them by the ener . 


Ith Bank in favour of pri- 


2 


vate banks. 





. That Government, © 3 








August, 1917, bad the following deposits, oh 
in the various banks mentioned:— =~ 
Not bearin Bearing — 
Name of Bank. : interest. i ata at 
£ £% 
Australasia se BOHOL yi 2 wet nee 670 # 4 
Union of Australia 22,772: .. 594, 644, 
New South Wales .. Nil. ‘ee 819,383 
Victoria Ltd. 44,528 06! GOL S ee 
London, of Australia 26,881 oe 674,786 3 
BE. S. and A. Ltd... 22,463 .. 662,091 
Colonial of Austral-. Was a 
asia... 51,133. us. 464,0dan 
National of Austral- . as 
asla 88,948 oe | | BO62 44800" 
Commercial, of Aus- sae 
tralia 27,182 ., 447, 980° #2 
Royal, of Australia AD LS 8 BRS OL eae” 
Commonwealth Bank Ramone la 
of Australia .: Nil. nec i SNR 
Total £363,460 .. £5,504,133 


We have reason to ask why the Victo- ms 
rian Government boycotts the Bank — 
which is owned by the whole of the 
people of the Commonwealth in favour 
of private’ banks. However, the Bill 
which we are now considering is more a 
machinery measure than anything sleek” 
Whether it is wise to transfer the Com-. 
monwealth note issue from the Treasury — 
to the Commonwealth is a debatable 
question, and I shall be interested to 
hear the opinions of financiers upon the — 
matter. Personally, I am anxious to do 
everything that I can to assist the Com- | 
monwealth Bank in order that it may — 
have a fairer run in the future. than ibs 
has had in the past. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [5. oT] — a 
It seems to me that the motiqn for the — 
second reading of this Bill affords honor- 
able members an opportunity—of which — 

I hope the fullest advantage will be | 
taken—of discussing not merely the qués- — 
tion of the issue of Australian notes and 
of the currency generally, but also the 
effect of the note issue upon the prices of — 
commodities within the Commonwealth. f 
One of the main objects of the measure 
is to transfer the control of the issue of — 
Commonwealth no'es from the Tre 
to the Commonwealth Bank under the 
supervision of a special Board which i 
to be created for the purpose.  Per- — 
sonally, I regard the proposed alteration — 
as an improvement upon the past method 
of controlling our note issue, although TI ~ 
have not one word of. reproach to utter 
in regard to what has been done under 
the cmetine cenirol. We are. a, agreed 









* charge of the 


Pal 


os, vortex of speculation. 


* 





‘that, one great Sobiod in che Saran oF 


our note issue should be the stability of 
the currency and the stability of prices. 
Honorable members who have studied 
the history of note issues in the past — 
will recognise that the evil of excessive 
‘issues has-been due to the necessities— 
sometimes « -the political necessities—of 
various Governments. Notes have been 
issued in excess of the reasonable require- 
ments of a.country, and the issues have 
been deflated. They have become enor- 
mously depreciated, not because those in 
Government have dell- 
berately intended that the issue shall be 
in excess or the currency depreciated, but 
because the: financial necessity of their 
position seems to indicate the issue of 
notes as the best course. 

Sir Josepn  Coox.-—It is 
temptation. 


Mr. JOWETT.—It is; 


a great 


but I am de- 


















enormous steak he Ww 
modities are compelled to 


are many causes of these fluctuati 
‘prices; there may be a great fail 
the crop of corn, oats, or other pro 
and prices necessarily rise in conseq) u 
of the enormous decrease in the suj 
There may also be most bounteous 
followed by a natural fall in prices 
eliminating all the causes which ar 
yond human power to contol—apart 
from any fluctuation in prices one 
special demand—— | 


Mr. Gass.—Or.a little manipulati On 


Mr: JOWETT.—1 may even emph ai 
that interjection by saying very consid | 
able manipulation. There is no 
that these great variations in prices 
ticipated as they are by some people 
make special study of them, are res 
sible for great manipulation. _ There 


lighted to think that there is no fear of, alco the effect on prices of the great ara ; ir 


the right honorable gentleman, as’ Trea- 
surer, “succumbing to any such tempta- 
tion. 
ot the note issue from the Government, 
and places it in the hands of what I may 
call an independent Board, must make 
for the stability of prices and of the cur- 
rency. Although J notice that in the Bill 
the Government reserve the right to inter- 
pose in what might be termed extreme 
cases, there can be no doubt that the es- 
tablishment of this Board of control will 
serve as a great check should any such 
temptation assail a future Treasurer. 


I should like to say a few words on the 
immense importance of the stability of 
prices. Every one will agree that if it 
were possible it would be highly desirable 
in every community to have the prices of 
“commodities stable; that«is, that those 
who produce commodities should be able 
_ to reasonably calculate ahead what their 
_ prices will be in the future. 


Mr. Gazss.—Where would the specu- 
lator come in then? 


Mr. JOWETT.—I am sure hers is no 
one who desires that any number of people 
should be attacted from what one 

might call productive occupations and 
I comtits: and led to make a living in the 
It is not in a 

way desirable that people should make a. 
living by any form of speculation. I do 


» not think I need say more than I have to 


hea ape the usage aa of © stable 


Any step that removes the control - Mr. 


currency have 


‘small compared with the enormou 4 

































bines and Trusts, which in igs 
have become ‘so much in evidence. 


Maxin.—You are not sugges 
that there are such things in existence 


Mr. JOWETT.—Not only do ry 
that suggestion, but I say that, in m 
opinion, those Trusts and "Combines a 
among the greatest .menaces to Mets 
at the present moment. As I have 
here several times before, anything 
do to destroy them, and impose o: 
responsible for them the utmost. a 


of the law, I am prepared to do. ii . 


Mr. Maxin.—This is a new versio 


Mr. JOWETT.—Not at all. 
on one side all the other | 


‘of fluctuation in prices gs 


be denied that fluctuations © 
an enormous 
on prices, and -are 
evil, It is a great evil when, owing - 
country or countries’ being floode 
new currencies, prices rise excessivel 
imposes great ‘hardship on a great 
people; any benefit there may be 
rived by the comparatively few, 
to the many, Similarly, it is a gre 
evil, if not a greater evil, when OW 
to the contraction of the currency, 
“deflation,” as it is sometimes ter 
an enormous decrease in prices is bro’ 
about. In that case, widespread 
is brought to vast numbers of 
engaged in the most importan 


yon weart, 


Maiti oh By Siac : 
— os 





















































@ primary Ppanetive pes 
and Iso to those persed in the 

dary industry. 

-Consip1ne.—Do you suggest that 


cause of the great increase or de- 
in prices? 
. JOWETT.—I1 have just said there 
many other causes. 
r. ConsipiInr.—Do Che consider it 
/main cause? 
Mr. JOWETT.—1 think that where 
re is a large paper currency, especi- 
ly when that currency is inconvertible, 
great and abiding cause—although it 
Imost, a paradox to say so—is the 
uation in the supplies of currency. 
should like to refer briefly to one or 
wo very remarkable and typical. in- 
nces of the evil done by such fluctua- 
: I refer first to the experi- 
nt tried in France in the early 
days of the Revolution, an experiment 
which lasted from 1789 to 1796 The 
Ri volutionary Government issued what 
e known as assignats—a vast issue of 
per aeioney on the credit of the 
It will be 





had been in Wego veus fot some a ie 
vernment ela large areas of land 


1 Ohtirch. 
nds, and the theory then held— 
‘iously enough the same theory crops 
p even to-day, and I am not sure it 
ill not crop up during this debate— 
as that the national lands of France 
Tre oe such colossal : value Me acary notes 


fabs ested. ieee ta) ik shone 
eed was: alpaca) a ERS eee on 


r. De icinews. —The British Govern. 
forged French notes. : 

. JOWETT. — Theoretically and 
“he se the honorable member 
ay be corgect, but historically there is 
great deal in what he says to which. I 
exception. 

. Consrp1nzE.—It is, a historical fact 
7 supplied forged French 


that stateniont? His causes of what fol- y; 





vagaries in the currency are - the’ 


what he cata in the course of the dis 


These were the national. 


came greatly depreciated, 





lowed were very different. It is” very 
interesting to know that when the assig- 
nats were first issued, the French philo- — 
sopher, Mirabeau, one of the greatest 
amongst many great revolutionary philo- — 
sophers, was a strenuous advocate of the — 
course taken; and I should like to read — 





cussion on the question. I think | ak a 
have heard in this Chamber, during the we 
last few weeks, expressions of opinion — 


very similar to those of Mirabeau. He ‘ 
said ‘of the assignats:— _ Ce Wi 
They represent real property, the most 


secure of all possessions, the soil on which — 
we tread. There cannot be a greater error | 
than the fear, "so generally prevalent, as to the 
over-issue of assignats. . . . Yre-absorbed | 
progressively ‘in the purchase of the national | 
domains, this paper Di bb ney. can never er. 
redundant. 


That was the theory of the great Frengh ae 
philosophers and patriots of the Revolu- 
tion. t. 

Mr. Consiprne.—Of course eck did ia ‘ 
not allow for forgery ! vey 

Mr, JOWETT.—I have thoroughly itis 
vestigated the charge that the over-issue — 
and depreciation of the assignats were — 
due to forgery; and I think the over- © 
whelming evidence is against it. It is 
quite possible there may have been a 


‘few forged assignats in circulation, but 


these were infinitesimal compared with» 
the colossal issue authorized “by Ae i 
French Government. Roget 
Mr, Consip1ne.—I thought my inter- ‘ 
jection quite pertinent. 
Mr. JOWETT.—Quite so, but es 
repeated too frequently, it is apt to be- — 
come a little less impressive. Launched — 
under such auspices, with guch sublime 
confidence that these assignats could never — 
become depreciated in value, the issue 
took place, and the French Government 
continued ' the issue. One authority — 
says, “ The necessities of the State com- 
pelled enormous issues of these assignats 
until they became greatly depreciated.” 
That is my point. 
of the State compelled enormous issues - 
of this paper money until it ‘be 
and th ab is 
why I welcome the proposal for a 
Board in Australia. It is not that ae 
say for a moment that anything wrong — 
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The. necessities Sh 












has been done aah sie Australian Goverp- — 





- gome future date, since we are issuing 
- Government notes which are not con-— 


 yertible into gold on demand—they are 
an inconyertible currency — they may 
be issued in excess and become depre- 
ciated. That, I say, is why I support the 
Treasurer’s proposal for a Board. The 
history of the French note issue is very 
instructive. The French issued these as- 
signats again and again, when they were 
in financial difficulties, and the amounts 
became colossal. In one decree, it was 
solemnly stated that the maximum issue 
was never to exceed 1,200,000,000 frances 
—a self-denying Ordinance-—but further 
issues brought up the total te 3,750,000,000 
francs, until a note représenting 100 
francs was worth only 20 francs in coin. 
The result of this was an enormous rise 
in the prices of commodities. The Revo- 


Jutionary Government, no doubt from a, 


most praiseworthy~desire to protect the 

people from the effects of this enormous 
rise in prices which they had brought 
about 
| Mr. | Constprinz.—W hat 
brought about? 


Mr. JOWETT.—They had brought 
about the enormous rise in prices by the 
tremendous increase in the circulation of 





had ° they 


‘paper money, and they issued decrees. 


endeavouring to fix prices to protect the 
consumers. Such endeavours, however, 
were hopeless. They passed most extra- 
ordinary laws, because these people of the 
revolution of 130 years ago had very 
great faith in the powers of compulsory 
legislation, but perhaps not much more 
faith than some of our friends opposite 
have to-day. Recourse was had to drastic 
legislation, that decreed six years’ 1m- 
prisonment against any one who should 
sell specie—that is, gold and silver—for 
a more considerable quantity of assignats 
than the assignats purported to repre- 
sent, and for the second offence twenty 
years’ imprisonment. That decree was 
promulgated on the 1st August, 1793. 
On 10th May, 1794, they decreed 
the death penalty in an 
_ to. enforce their decisions. By June, 
1794, according to the authority from 
_ whom I have been quoting, there were in 
circulation no less than. 5,500,000,000 
francs in the shape of assignats. Trade 
ras paralyzed, and all manufacturing 
stablishments were closed down. 
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ing people to bring in the 
it at a fixed price. ‘AML these ie 
were found to be in vain.” 


Mr. Consiprvu.—Was that hind 
period when the French joe was 
war with Europe? +f 

Mr. JOWETT.—I thine the F: 
Republic was at war with Europe d 
most of its existence, and cn 1 
at war during that period. | 


had been almost stifled, those sondte 
may not have been due mica t 
overloading of the note issue. — 


Mr. JOWETT .—Doubtless, 
effects there are many causes. Life, 
financially and spiritually, is comple 
There are many tendencies always 
work in different directions, and 


scope for the sori denied indicated 
my honorable friend. France was 
war during that period, practic: 
fighting the whole of Europe. 
might be said, and I am not prepared 
to deny it, that this enormous issu 
assignats, which some people might t 
an over-issue, was the only mean 
which France could raise revenue to 


se took was justified, because she 
maintain her existence as a nation. 
not concerned at present with that ls 
of the case. I am merely pointin; 
the effects of the enormous issue, or 
issue, of assignats. I wish to emphas a 
that here we have the evil effects of an 
over-issue of paper money bringing | bout 
an enormous rise in prices, placing’ v 
numbers of people at a terrible disadv; 
tage. I do not wish to raise the ques lo 
of who or what was responsible for 


cluding Australia, during the perio 
the late war. Those issues may have 
necessary, or they may not. I em phas 
the fact that those issues have take pla 
and that there is a depreciation et 
note issues of nearly all European cour 
tries, and in that of Australia, cat th 
sent moment. One of the results of 
depreciated note issue is undoubt 
certain measure of rise in. prices. 

Mr. Ccnsip1nz.—What would the 
orable member say the extent of the 
preciation was in this country? if 

Mr. JOWETT.—If the honorable me 
ber will remind me later, I shall giy 









































l re of ie devieueton:” I pro- 
ve the clearest proof of it, be- 
otice with some amazement, and 


E aititry claim that there is no de- 
| I emphasize 
he facts that ie issue of paper 
aken place, that a depreciation of the 
money has taken place, and that a 
se of prices has taken place. The ques- 
m now arises whether notes should be 
Wed in in order to bring the value of 
notes to the sovereign, which they 
nally represented. The effect of that 
icy would be to bring about a con- 
rable fall in We but to carry it 


, a West.—If your credit is good, 
why do you want to. bother about gold at, 
ote 


Mr JOWETT.—That is 4 theory. 
which has been held by many great finan- 
ciers and economic authorities, including 
e honorable member ; but I do not pro-. 
Se so much to examine that pas at 
present enation! and the probable pe 
prices of putting into force any 
ae via are ale It is rather 


n two schocls of ene "One may be 
called the expansionists—the people who 
say that the currevcy of the country 
thould be expanded for various reasons. 
That is a very simple form of raising 
revenue, as was found in the French 
olution, and as was found in Euro- 
in countries, including Great Britain, 
also in Australia, during the recent 
_ The honorable member for Robert- 
(Mr. Fleming) reminds me that it 
also found a very simple form of 
sing revenue in the United States 
ring the Civil War. It brings about a 
\ buoyant condition of the finances, 
‘of trade, for a time. I gather that 


ite are among the expansionists. 
y do not say, “ We cannot have too 
Bice | a good thing ; ; we cannot have 
Beech currency,” but they say, ‘‘ We 
o with a little more of it, and a the 


ito. curtail its expenditure, pro- 
at is the Beet way of Se 
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or two of my honorable friends 


theory I eet without disrespect, expan i 


‘sionists. - 


Mr. Cohan. —Some of us Aunts that 
whatever you do you are so far on shee 
road to ruin that you cannot pull yon , 
self up. ; 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am afraid that is 
rather a melancholy view of life. I like» 
to think I am in accord with my honor- — 
able friend on many matters, but on 
that point I cannot put myself in accord 
with him. I am not so great a pein) 
as to think that we are on the road to 
ruin. There is no necessity to believe — 
that we are on the road to ruin. All the 
terrible calamities which are preached and 
prophesied so frequently from the house- — 
tops can be averted if we have good sound 
common-sense thinking amongst ‘the 
peovle of Australia, and in this Chamber | 
of legislature. There are always with us_ 
the school of expansionists, who believe 
in an unlimited currency. I gather from. 
a hint from the honorable member for 
East Sydney (Mr. West) that they regard. 
the holding of vast stores of gold as not 
at all essential. They believe that all the’ 
functions which have in the past been 
carried out bv gold, but which are not — 
now carried out by gold, could just as 
easily be carried out by the issue of paper 
money without any gold at all. There is 
always in existence another school whom | 
I may, without disrespect, term contrac- 
tionists. They believe in contracting the 
volume of money in the world. At the 
present moment they stand on what ap- | 
pears to be fairly good ground in saying 
that there has been too much paper 
money issued, and too great a rise in | 
prices. But they do not stand on safe 
ground when they say that the best thing — 
we can do is to bring about a fall in ~ 


prices, get back te the old state of things, © 


and call in all the redundant currencies. 
There might possibly be some measure of — 
justification for that view if they con- 
fined themselves to the question of a con- 
traction of redundant paper currencies; — 
but the result of my observations is that — 
long before we had any redundant paper — 
currencies these same people were still - 


contractionists. They did not believe in 
the expansion even of the metallic 
currency, 


Mr. Freminc.—They were stabilists. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I shall deal with ae 
point in a moment They did not believe 
in the normal expansion of abe currencies” 


commercial, 






: oa 





i ork ela: ia cisaes ; the worlds: require- 
ments, before we had any redundant 
paper money in existence. They stood 
openly for what they called a solid stan- 
dard. which did not permit an expansion 
of the currency to enable them to face 
trade depressions and severe panics. The 
honorable member for Robertson -inter- 
jects that they believed in stabilizing the 
currency. I cannot see any evidence of 
that whatever. In giving one or two in- 
stances, let me allude first to the features 
of the great Peel’s Banking Act of 1844. 
I rather regret that I have been drawn 
_aside to these somewhat recondite matters, 
but Peel’s Banking Act, has been men- 
tioned. It was an Act to make it impos- 
sible to increase the currency as the re- 


quirements of trade and industry de- 


-manded. There was a fixed amount— 
about £15,000,000—up to which the Bank 
of England was allowed to issue notes 
without holding any gold for them. But 
beyond this amount their note issues 
were useless. For one thing, the Bank 
of England was not allowed to issne 
Met wotas. The Bank of England was ex- 
 pressly created to lend the Government of 
 William:and Mary, without any security 
whatever, a large sum of money, and 
against that Government debt the Bank 
was allowed to issue notes of a denomina- 
_ tion of £5 and_upwards without any gold 
reserve. Nota bank in the whole of Eng- 


land was allowed to issye a note of a 


lower denomination than £5, and every 
note issued by the Bank of England in 
excess of hee £15,000,000 due by the 
English Government had to be repre- 
sented by gold. 
eo ir. FLeminc.—The bank had to hold 
“in gold £1 for £1. 
Mr. JOWETT.—That is so. For every 
£5 note issued there had to be a gold re- 
serve to the same extent, 

Mr. Lazzartnt.—But how often has 
| that Act been suspended ? 
_. Mr. Fremine.—On only three occasions 
URE fore the last war. 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes; but I would re- 
' mind the honorable member for Robert- 
- son that the Act -was suspended only 
when the contracted system for which it 
provided had brought the whcle of the 
financial, and industrial 
classes of England to the verge of ruin. 
Mr. Fueming.—Not at all. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I assure my honor- 
able re that Peel’s pee Act of 








1844, whi ad by 
tractionists of that aa One pec 
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most of their capacity. But at t 


and Mr. Walter Wallas, in an a Hie 


cost of living at the present tim 


responsible for it. 






















































did not believe in enlarging or expa1 
the volume of currency in the countr 
meet the requirements of commerce 
industry—was from beginning to end 
monument of folly. It has hardly b 
seriously justified by sound economists 
On the contrary, it has been denou 
by many political economists. 
curse, and although ‘it was suspend 
three occasions before the war, it 
pension did not take place until i 
brought many people of the comme: 
financial, and industrial classes of 
land to the verge of ruin. In a mol 
of panic it was suspended, and t 
stupendous folly of the Act bia 
apparent. | 
I have given a quotation to 
upon the House the eyils brought 
mankind by the over-expansion of 
rency. I propose now to make a f 
quotation with the oie of showin, 





contraction or, in other words, an 
quate supply of currency. For w 
to guard against those who are im 1 
of creating : a contraction of currence 
as much as we have to guard agai 
expansionists. I stand for the st 
of currency and prices. Honorabl 
spo will all have a knowledge — 





that durino the creat yapeileoned 
there were in England periods — : 
high prices, due to’ various causes, ar 
that almost immediately after the Batt 
of Waterloo there was a tremend 
in prices. Many people seem to ha 
one desire nowadays, and that 
bring about a reduction in prices. 
complain, very reasonably, of th 


object very strongly to many of the 
But I do not. 
they quite realize the danger of a st 
or even a gradual, breaking down of 
and the disaster that would thus. fall” 
the whole of the producing, man 
ing, and trading interests of the count 
During the Napoleonic Wars the 
of England, encouraged by the hi 
then ruling, were producing t 


eri 







of 1815 a”great fall ih prices took 
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with the effect upon the farm- 
s, After referring to the 
who, because of their inability 
their produce, would be seen de- 
b and dispirited, walking home 
urket before noon, where a few 
ars before they had driven in their 
rt gigs, he goes on to say— 

were they to get home early now to 
the tradesmen whote Christmas bills 


paid, and even to save the small ex- 
of the ordinary 





Aadiny hotel in each market town 
irket day. I dare say ke some of 


dreds of farmers were already in gaol 
r the Debtors Act, even in rich counties 
ke Somerset and Lincolnshire, and these were 
by oO means always spendthrifts either, but 
of fen men who had been careful and indus- 


Bits of brains whieh was due to the 
pse in prices, ruling in Australia, at 


Ray - farmers were, with their families, in 
s workhouse, and in his favourite Suffolk, 


substantial arts glad to get work as day 
z urers. (ee he drew, near homestead after 


1815, and sold in a nied market ‘to 
he Michaelmas rent, or to meet more 

liabilities of taxes, rate, or tithe, the 
We refused fe advance the Ones 


| onorable member. 
0 Say that— 


he plough was nearly at a stand, and 
only trade that flourished was that of the 
iff. Land that had been reclaimed ‘went 
to the weeds. In Northumberland the 
Roxburghe was sowing down several 
1 grass “seeds.. From Berkshire they 
We are endeavouring to get our 
o grass as fast as possible.” Hight 
Tes were unoccupied within a few 



















wench t er, 


hgacine for opcenker 


This writer goes” 


greatly lessened; 
could not be met, 


ng Stowe, in ore hues No ° feelings would Arthur Young—that optimistic 








At the. prices Paling it te not pay to 0 gO i 
producing. 2 

Mr. Consmpivu.—Does the writer attri, i: 
bute these results to the deflation of the mn 
currency? | 

Mr. JOWETT.—He does not ihagelen 
on the subject. He simply deals with the 
facts as taken from official documents of 
the times. Ug! 

Mr. Fenron.—An undue contraction 
in currency may bring about a great fall 
in prices. 

Mr. JOWETT.—And we may have 
brought about in that way just as great — 
an evil.as existed in England at the close 
of 1815, 

Mr. Manony.—It is a great pity that 
we cannot get a pretty big fall in prices — 
in Australia. nae 

Mr. JOWETT.—I do not agree that. 
we should have a sudden and serious fall _ Ne 
in prices. Neither I, nor those whom L 
have the honour to represent, have had © 
anything whatever to do with the increase 
in the currency of Australia. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—Ask the hones a 
member for Dalley whether, if prices fol- 
low. wages up, wages will follow sea: 
down. ; 


“Mr. JOWETT.—I am interested to to 
reminded by the Treasurer that, while in a 
rising market prices follow up wages 
because an increase in wages must 
result in an increase in prices, it is 
likewise true that when a_ great fall 
in prices takes place wages also fall, 
The first effect of any contraction in— . 
currency is very widespread. i entails — 
the breaking down in prices of primary — 
products, od the output of mahntwenia 
ing industries to a point when it becomes 
unprofitable for the farmer to produce, 
and the manufacturer to manufacture. In” 
support of this view-point, I again quote — 
Mr. Wallas’s statement as to he effect 
of the great fall in prices upon the agri- ‘ 
cultural industry in England after the 
Napoleonic, wars :— 

Bankruptcies, seizures, executions, imprison- 
ments figure in every second letter; tithes and » 
poor rates were unpaid; improvements. of 


every kind were discontinued; live stock were 
tradesmen’s Christmas bills 





























In Lincolnshire they report “a ietpe: po or- | 
tion of land, recently broken up and burnt, not 
being worth cultivation.”? And with what 












advocate of bchuigr de) Maite ‘of ee moors hee 








co 


into arable—have heard a wail Beare Devon: 
_ ghire. The great enclosures taken from moors 
and commons are quietly resigned to their 
ancient possessors, the heath and i the furze; and 
vast sums expended improvidently in subject- 
ing land of very indifferent quality to cultiva- 
tion are lost for ever. 


This breaking down of prices as the re- 
sult of the undue contraction in currency 
has its inevitable effect upon wages and 
employment. So far‘as I can ascertain, 
wages have never been brought down in 
any country in the world by any other 
process than that which makes it un- 
profitable for the employer to carry on. 
The almost immediate effect of a con- 
traction in currency is the unemployment 


- of large numbers of workmen, because 


production has become unprofitable. I 
have been told that even now some manu- 
facturing industries in this country, 
being unable to dispose of their output, 
are about to close down. 

Mr. Nicuoiis.—Can you name any in- 
dustry that is unable to get rid of its 
output ? 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes, the boot-making 
industry. 

Mr. Nicuotts.—Why is that? 
Mr, Manony.—Because people cannot 

afford to buy boots. 

Mr. JOWETT.—That is exactly my 
‘point. Prices have been forced so high 
—and, unfortunately, the same applies to 
woollen goods—that people are unable to 
buy the goods. 

Mr. Nicuorts.—Why should boots be 
so high in price when hides are so low? 

Mr. JOWETT.—The honorable member 


has asked me a question which on another 


occasion I should be pleased to answer 
fully. On this occasion the Standing 
Orders will not permit me to discuss it. 
‘In many manufacturing industries the 
cost of production has reached a point 
at which employers are no longer able to 
continue, and for the moment there is a 
danger .of closing down. This movement 
has taken place in all economic history 
_ throughout the world. This widespread 
- unemploynient and a breaking down in 
_ prices gencrally are the inevitable results 
_ of any serious contraction in currency. 
_ Are those. who advocate this course of 
events prepared to face such consequences 
_ upon the people of Australia? If we are 







__ to revert to those prices ruling for some 
_ years before the war we must expect a 


Federal Reserve banking system be th 


a financial panic due i 
my opinion, to the fact that 5 
people in control of the note 


gold. 
Mr. Tupor. Ri vs is not 
| Australia. j a ee 

























































ome deal of unempinwinee a 
throughout the Commonwealth, 
such times as prices and costs. 
pen tris 


sents an attempt to insure stabi 5 
taking control of the note issue out 
hands of the Government, ayd pla 
under an independent Board of ex 


He 


United States of America. i! have a 
try dieing my visit 
ago—in September, 1907. 


currency to aa with the reeitd 
requirements of trade and industri 
honorable member for Wimmera — 
iloeste was visiting the United | : 





of interjection a few minutes ago : 
eould state whether the currency A 
tralia had depreciated or not. : 





Mr. JOWETT.—Prior to ae of 
sion an honorable member had as 
if I considered that our Comm 
notes ‘were over-issued, and if tk 
Beotrcinved in relation to gold. i 





Mr. JOWETT. id is ch it is 
oie: 































to day in Australia: than for a 
Me JOWETT. Possibly the aes 
member would not get more than 
for a golden sovereign. 

ir JosepH Cook. __Even supposing 
e could get a sovereign. 
JOWETT.—That is so, and only 
reasurer can inform the» honorable 
ember where these most attractive 
golden sovereigns may be obtained. I 
wish to prove that a Commonwealth £1 
s not worth a sovereign to-day, but 
a sovereign is worth a great deal 
» than a £1 note, by using as an illus- 
on a recent sale of gold on the part 
e Gold Producers Association of 
ralia. With respect to this matter 
ngratulate the Government and the 
monwealth Treasury upon having al- 
ed the gold producers to obtain 
rld’s parity for their aa | 


co ted a free market for its stared 
v ene the neon part of’ the war, has 


ch is, I think, absolutely accurate, 
by which we can gauge the value of 
¢ gold in paper money,’so measuring 
the depreciation of our currency, There 
is a school of thought in Australia which 
ie ot realize that our highly-valued 
3 can ever become depreciated in re- 
gold. Hee who Aor pean the 


r money has depreciated in value, 
to ascertain the exact degree of de- 
eciation so that we shall not make any 
ve in the dark. It was recently an- 


x lucers eu oa aad ‘eee place. 
precise \ iatiaed quoted consisted of 


This is a very notable sale; and, 
igh negotiations were conducted by 


Oo 


oh British notes, it is a fact that 


sis, A reliable PaaS SG a can, 
i be made. The Gold Producers 


N. could q gene more for a 


‘is selling one’s 








| Bank Bill, 6515 





ae od its anle to the Nationate 
City Bank of New York. That is prone i 
the greatest banking institution in the | 
United States. As I have just said, that — 
institution paid for fine gold at the rates)" 
of £5 16s. 8d. per ounce. The value of — 
fine gold, if it were paid for in sovereigns, 
could never be more than £4 5s. per © 
ounce. Our sovereign is equal to nearly 
one-fourth of an ounce of gold. There — 
are 480 grains troy in an ounce. If a 
sovereign contained exactly one-fourth of 
that weight, namely, 120 grains, gold — 
would be obviously worth £4 per ounce. 
Dealing now with fine gold, there are not 
120 grains in a sovereign, but only 113. 
The equivalent worth of the gold in a 
sovereign is £4 5s. per ounce of fine gold, 
provided that the purchase money is ald 
in coined gold. That is, provided one 
raw gold ‘for sovereigns, 
fine gold would be always worth £4 5s. 
per ounce. Thus, it is obvious that if a 
person can get more than £4 5s. per 
ounce for his gold he must be getting it - 
in some form of currency which has de- 
preciated in relation to gold. The Gold 
Producers Association got £5 16s. 8d. in 
British paper money for every ounce of — 
their fine gold. As I have said, our own 
notes and the British notes are of prac- 
tically the same value in relation to one 
another, though they are both depre- 
ciated in relation to gold. The exact 
measure of this depreciation is shown by © 
this sale to be that the British, and pre- 
sumably the Australian, note of £1. is 
worth 14s. 4d. in gold. That is tested 
by the latest sale of Australian fine gold 
at £5 16s. 8d. per ounce, As for 
the argument that the British note issue 
has not depreciated, I quote the follow- 
ing remarks of Mr. Dyason, Chairman of 
the Gold Producers Association regarding vt 
earlier sales :— 

It is, perhaps, rather humorous that there 
should be any controversy as to the fact of 
the depreciation of our currency, when in 
seventeen months we have — purchased 


£6,340,723 of our currency—that is, notes—for i 
£4,975,217 in sovereigns, 


Mr. Consmpine—Is the honorable ‘a 


member reading from the account of Bees 
interview with Mr. Dyason ? a 


Mr. JOWETT.—No; from a shu hereee ce 
made -by him at the annual meeting 
of the members of the Gold Producers .— 
Association, at which he oceupied the , 
chair, 


and was reported in the daily 
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: La ‘My Lonaant on it is ‘that 


not only does it conclusively prove that 


‘there is a depreciation of our currency, 
but it also enables us to measure that 
depreciation. The position is this: If 
6,340,723 £1-notes will buy only 4,975,217 
_ sovereigns, how many sovereigns will a 
£100-note buy? <A calculation shows the 
_ £100 bank note to be worth only £78 9s. 
34d. in sovereigns, which made the 
-£1-note worth about 15s. 9d. when mea- 
sured in gold, as tested by the large sales 
spread over seventeen months. 
_ Mr. Consiprnz.—Is it not worth much 
less than that now? 
Mr. JOWETT.—It is worth less than 
that now, namely 14s. 4d., as tested by 
the latest. scale, 
_ Sir Joseru Coox.—It seems to me that 
the case is incorrectly stated. I think 
_ that the difference in value is due, not so 
much to the depreciation of our notes, as 
_ to the appreciation of gold in a market 
that is not free. That is only another 
way of stating the position, but it conveys 
oa different impression. 
Myr. Larrp Suiru.—Can you buy more 


} ior a sovereign than you can buy for a. this Hanon in seep that we m 


o £1-note? 
Aes) Mir? SOW ETT. —So far. as I know, in 
no country in the world are there +wo 
_ retail prices for different kinds of money, 
_ because nowhere are there two kinds of 
money in circulation. Sovereigns are not 
in circulation now, either in Australia or 
in England, therefore there is no meaus 
‘of ascertaining whether one could buy 
- more with aes than with notes. Where 
_ you cannot buy or sell a commodity, it is 
- useless to ask its price. ‘The appreciation 
of gold and the depreciation of bank notes 
are two terms denoting the same fact. If 
_ gold hag appreciated in comparison with 
_ paper money, paper money has depre- 
cated in comparison with gold. 
_- Mr. Spraxer (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
Oy o 'The honorable mem ber’s time has ex- 
i _pired. 3 
Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [8.19].— 
i we of the statements made by the Trea- 
- surer (Sir Joseph Cook) in his second- 
_ reading speech were rather alarming. The _ 
Users ne these was that this is not the time 
when the National Parliament of Aus- - 
tralia should come into conflict with the 
banking institutions of the country, and 
(a she second that aig 110 selpoumestanegs 


te 






ia 
ud 


"aanvenlihe ‘be. dhe 1 
in. preference to the priva a 
stitutions. Dealing with the se. 
order, I ask ‘why is it that we m 
to-day trespass on the preserves. 
favoured private financial institut 
the Commonwealth? Is it beca 
Government has to go hat in h 
them, begging to be allowed to 
credit of the nation, which they 
Is it because they hold the. nation 
hollow of their hand, dictating te m 
doing just what they please? The 
surer to-day scouted the idea th 
banks might refuse to finance 
wheat,. and I accept his assure 
but what is the fear rare 2 





the proper ancien of hig, 
other Governments of Atel 


come the difficulties and danger 
financial and economic, 1 yhic 
war has thrown us. We shall 
this merely by running the ~ 
wealth Bank alongside the private 
and in no circumstances giving: 
advantage over them. In my vi 
opening of this Parliament was th 
time for the introduction of a 
Bill, to nationalize banking by 
tension of the operations of t 
monwealth Bank, so that it migh 
trol the banking of the Commonw 
and take from the private in 
the power which they have 
wielded, and by the possession : 
they can almost terrorize Governm 
not only in this country but in 
country of the world, compel 
to do their will, and be. at oie 
call. 


Some of the remarks of ‘the las 
(Mr. Jowett)-seem to, me to CO 
statements made by the Treas 
moving the second reading. Th 
almost dogmatized as to the 
-present excessively high p: 
inconvertible currency of paper 
In Great Britain, in France, and in 
tralia, we are told that it is bec 
gay limits 4 is SO > inflated 7 





















































3 ar “high because that country is 
d with gold; and I understand 
, the second statement is made also 
land. 


OSEPH % Cook. ~ Both statements 


mek t has ean built. on the gold that is 
cause of the high prices in that 


i Berroncy is inflated ? 
aap the ratio of notes to ei in 


ae 


t 1 ” re not 5 per cent. of our total 
‘Pp per currency; and that is true of the 
apire at large. I have seen the-claim 
like Australia and Great. Britain, 

per cent. of the actual trading and 
erchange of goods is effected by means 
ae: The vhs s own figures 
: In deliverine his 


ts ‘in the private banks of Australia 
increased from £247,000,000 to 
In_ round ‘figures, the 


are “(Mevesat ys be means of 

on deposits amounting to 
4 00.000,000. Our ae reserve is about 
£60, 000,000. ie 


| nt the eon ek Against the 
400,000,000 represented by the cheques 
irculation, there is a gold reserve of 
y £44,000, ,000, or about 11 per cent. 
e wale: G the cheques. Whatever 
y be pledged to support the credit of 
= cheque-drawers—property or any- 
else—only £44,000,000 in gold 
ds behind it; therefore, the with- 
val of £10, 000, 000 worth of notes 
L sirculation, or even the withdrawal 
our notes, would make practically 


ntry. 
Jc wert—There is a@ very im- 


cheques and 





L, hee in nates i is Mead that” 


It is aoe 


de by financial writers that, in coun- 


le reduction in the pare currency of 


J mg 
Ay We EN AR Ra 
ll. aay 
2 ass 
¥ a! 
ie Fi 


notes. Ghannae | are not legal tender; 

whereas the Commonwealth Bank notes 

are. 
Mr. 


friend has had too much experience of © 


commercial life to back out in that way. 
I admit that acceptance of a note may be | 
required, and that one cannot demand — 
acceptance of his cheque. There is no 


compulsion to accept a cheque, but the. a 
- fact is undeniable that cheques constitute — 
95 per cent. of our currency, and are | 


paper currency. 
Mr. 


rency. ; 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I wish to demon-_ 


strate that the gold reserve is nonsense, 


taking into consideration the huge credit — 
supported by the circulation of notes — 
If the old currency prin- 


and cheques. 
ciple of the Bank of England were still 
adhered to, and gold in the shape of bul- 
lion or of sovereigns were kept in re- 
serve for every note issue, there would 
be something in the argument concerning 
an inflated currency. 


I think I have shown that the banking 
institutions of this country, including the 
Commonwealth Bank, have not more than 
6 per cent. of the currency in gold. If you 
establish the fact that the commercial — 
affairs of Australia, and of the British 
Empire as a whole, can be conducted 
smboothiy, and without interruption on a 
circulation of credit, you establish at 
the same time that the principle of bank- 
ing on such security is sound. I contend 
that there is no reason why private 
banking institutions should be allowed to 
grow rich on what is really the united 
credit of the people. The whole of that 
credit should be operated through the 
Commonwealth Bank for the benefit of 
the nation as a whole. I made a clipping 
from a paragraph appearing in the Age 
a short time ago referring to a report by 
currency experts appointed by the British © 
Government to make financ’al reports, in 
which this statement occurs— 


During the war the conditions necessary for 
the maintenance of a gold standard have ceased 


to exist, 


LAZZARINI. — My oust Mi : 


ion es 
ae 


JowEeTr.—Cheques are not cur- 


# 


The Sebiplé upon which the Bank of 4 


England was established was that there 
should be a sovereign kept in reserve for 
every note issued, and the honorable 
member for Gram 


admitted that in times of financial crisis, 
when any strain was put upon the people, __ 


4 


pians (Mr. Jowett) able : 





to desert the country in its hour of need. 

Mr. Jowsrr.—-That is quite true. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I wish to make 
the complaint that it is only in time of 
war, when natious are tottering to their 
fall, or their very existence is threatened, 
that these instruments of credit are used, 
and no attempt is made to use them in 
times of peace for the benefit of the 


nation. They are made full use of when 
the purpose in using them is to destroy. 


These little pound notes which our friends 
_ opposite are despising so much, and the 
issue of which they contend must not. be 
inflated, saved the Empire during the 
war. Two hundred millions of them sent 
the British armies to the Front to fight 
the Germans, kept British ships at. sea, 
and financed the Empire through the 
war. | 
. Mr. Fowizr.—Was it not the credit 
behind those notes that did it? ‘ 

Mr, LAZZARINI.—I do not say that 
it was not the credit behind the notes, 
but I am arguing that it is only in such 
‘times of stress that those credits are 

made use of, and they are not used, as 
they ought to be, to develop the country 
in peaceful times. That is left to the 
- mercy of financial institutions. I have 
_Yeferred to the huge amount of credit 
which, apart from gold, represents the 
security upon which the financial affairs 
of the nations are conducted to-day. The 

_ actual trading between the nations to-day 

is one of barter. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—And yet the gold 
dollar of America is fixing the exchanges 
for the whole werld. 

_ Mr, LAZZARINI.—I have given the 
Opinion of financial experts, but probably 
_ the Treasurer would not accept the views 
of experts quoted by me. I have shown 
that during war the nations did not rest 
_ on the security of a gold currency. 
Sir Joserx Coox.—The honorable 
_ Member is the orly wise man now, 


_ Mr, LAZZARINI.—I am not. sub- 
_ mitting that as merely my own opinion. 
I ask honorable members to remember 
that we were told that the war was going 
_ to be a war to end all wars, and we were 
also told that after the war we were going 
to have a new world. That was said by 
Mr. Lloyd George in England, by M. 
Clemenceau in France, and by Mr. 
Wilson in America, 
_ Sir Joszrx Coox.—The trouble is that 
we have the same old Lazzarinis in it. 


N 










the gold ran away, It was the first thing 


_additional obligation upon the taxpa 


the matter to him fully later on. I 


is no attempt made to mobilize 


_ annual interest charge on the publ: 




































that were oppressing the people » 
not be tolerated any longer, and tha 
working man would demand a newer 
a better life in the world. © |” 

Sir JosepH Coox.—So we are k 
We are getting £1,000 a year now. — 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—Let me tell — 


As taxation goes up, the standard of liv 
ing goes down. That has been prove 
throughout history, and it is an econor 
truth which cannot be denied. 
_ Sir Josepn Coox.—That is to say, 
as rates go up, the community is wor 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—Oh, no. I se 
economic truth is lost on the right 
able gentleman. I shall have to ex 


view, four of five months of the tin ve 
this Parliament has been wasted in en 
deavours to bring about what has be 
termed ‘industrial peace.’? Wit 
huge financial burdens upon the pe 
can never be brought about. — 
opinion, every attempt so far m¢ 
simply added to the expenses — 
people, and has aggravated the p 
Something must be done to meet 
trouble. If parliamentary institu 
and responsible government are + 
tempt to solve the huge problems tha 
front us to-day, we must get to the 
of the financial position. If we sol 
financial problem, our other proble 
be easy of solution. a 
I ask honcrable members to consic 
position in which Australia is to-da 
the result of the complex banking 
financial system we have adopted. T 


sources of the nation in times of p 
meet our obligations. We have nc 
a staggering burden of debt to b 

we must try to solve our financia 
blem. According to the figures gi 
Mr. Knibbs in the Commonwealth 
Book for 1919, the Commonwealt: 
debt was then £350,000,000; 
debts of the States amounte 
£396,000,000, and the debts incur: 
local bodies to £64,000,000. 
figures give a total of £810,000,0 


op : 
ge tube As lt nas 



























. ir Josern Coox.—The bulk of the 
sate debts pay for themselves. 


and a they do or not, the interest 
| harge upon every industry, and mus 

aid before the workmen can get a 
pe 3 Ne their own benefit. It is*the 


me "A man, his wife, a three 
3 es are reauired to raise £35 an- 
ually to meet the interest on the national 
‘ of sakite ! ried | to discover as 


ring pBikal i in Australia, ad it works 
at re | over £1,000,000,000. 


+ down the Sheeueet on that capital 
7 she comparatively low rate, at the pre- 
ent time, of 5 per cent. or 6 per cent., it 
vill be seen that the interest bill amounts 
amount to the £35,000,000, which must 
paid in interest on the national debt, 
will be seen that the 5,000,000 people 
this Commonwealth have to raise 
£147,000,000 every year before they 
in to obtain the necessities of life or 
ose things which go to make life bear- 
e to the individual. Allowing for pos- 
ible errors, and estimating the total in- 
rest charge at £145,000.000, I find that 
, 7ery man, woman, and child in the Com- 
monwealth must raise £29 per annum to 


My: 





oon revenue of £145 to meet the in- 
st charge, and a family of eight must 
e (£232 annually.’ Honorable members 
say that they do not pay that money, 
e they do not receive it. I am 
of that, but it is paid from the 
It is paid from their 
e and nothing else, 


JOSEPH Coox.—All from their 


-£112,000,000 annually. If we add this 





Sir Josrrz Cour. Lo may. be wrong, ie ey 
but I thought that the machinery of ball a 
duction produced a great deal of it. 


Mr. LAZZARINIWhere wouldsehe 


Machinery obtain the raw material Ha! H 


which to work ? ! 
Sir JosepnH Coox.—The honorable mem- a 
ber said that labour did it all. ae 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—I do not say that Aya 
labour does it all in the sense the right — 
honorable gentleman seems to infer, as — 
meaning the man who works with a pick 
and a shovel. I refer to the producers in 


primary and secondary industries, who are 


the real workers in every nation. The 
middleman, who sells things over the 
counter, does not produce very much. 

Leaving out the manipulations of pro- 
fiteers, the unfair trading of monopolies 
and combines, and the profits made un- — 
duly out of the war, the finger at once is — 
placed on the secret of the ever-increasing — 
rise in the price of the necessary com- 
modities of life. All other causes are sub- 
sidiary to this deadweight of interest on 
debt which is hanging over the people of 
every country. Yet we are told we must 
not attempt to interfere with the banking: 
institutions. The Treasurer says 1t would — 
be unwise to do so. 


Sir Josepu Coox.—Indeed, I did not 
say any such thing. We have interfered 
with them time and again. We will not — 
let them issue their own notes as they 
used to do. We have about £10,000, 000 is 
of gold we got from them at the begin- 
ning of the war. 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I understood the er 
Treasurer to say that this was not 
the time to come into conflict with — 


the banks. There is very little dif- 

ference between that and saying that 

it would be unwise to interfere . 
with them. In any case, I do not sup- — 
pose the present Government would dare — 
to come into conflict with the banks, 

seeing that they call them into conference 
every time they have a financial problem — 
ronfronting them, and that every ar- 

rangement the banks choose to make they _ 
must either accept or reject. But what — 

did the banks do in the time of crisis? If 
the Commonwealth Bank had not been in — 
existence, if the Commonwealth note had 
not been legal tender, and if the Com- — 
monwealth Bank had not been behind — 
them, the private banks of Australia would 
not have lasted more than 48 hours. They 









banks of Great Britain. War had not 
ape declared four days when all the 
banks in- England closed their doors, and 
they would not have opened them again 
had it not been that the Chancellor of the 
_ Exchequer issued £200,000,000 worth of 
- Treasury bills—which was afterwards, I 


_ believe, increased to nearly £300,000 000. 
worth—bear: ng no promise of, redemp- 


tion in gold, but simply having behind 
them the faith of the people in the 
_ stability of the British Government and 
the credit of the British nation. 


its Government always has to come for- 
ward and stand behind the banking in- 
_ stitutions of the country. Otherwise they 
- would close their doors. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—For the very 
simple reason that, when war comes, it 
_ smashes up all ordinary organizations. 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—As a man who 

stands behind a military policy and be- 
heves in having the country physically 
fit for war, surely the right honorable 
_ gentleman will stand behind a policy that 
_ seeks to have this country always finan- 
wee fitted for war. 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—lI do. 

_ Mr. LAZZARINI.—If the right hon- 
: : able gentleman would only close up the 
_ private banking institutions, and have 
- only one bank with. the whole of the 


_eredit of the Contmonwealth behind it, he 
would find that when war broke out, his 


- security would be unquestioned. Surely 
what is good security when an army is 
threatening the country is equally good 
security when there is no such threat. 


Sir Joseru Coox.—Is this being done 
: anywhere else? 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—The right honor- 


able gentleman wants a precedent for 


4 everything. The curse of this parlia-- 


_ mentary system is the search for pre- 

cedent with no attempt to break new 
ground. This 
bring parliamentary government further 
and further into disrepute until the 
_ people repudiate ibs 
_ Sir Joszerx Coox—I am merely sug- 
gesting that the experience of the world 
might be worth a little. 


‘Mr/ LAZZARINI.—It might byes But 
does he right honorable gentleman want 





Would! fee een in he: position of iis a 


-1s nonsense. 


When — 
any nation is threatened by a great crisis. . 


will bear out what I am saying, in 


behind our notes, 


with the whole of the resources f 


policy will eventually 


; fortunately, have had to explo fe 
talk so much? 
and in an economic. sense, it is” 
more than the pera value off 


sg ce where he world was in Acie 
















































sie a ‘Aree we - 
financially speaking? — 


ne Government dare tread? | iy 
Sir J OSEPH oe hagl su 
Be nonsense ? 


Hen Rcastable Jentlenie are . . 
I was under the i im 
erat he was suggesting it 


I shall quote an He ¢T oma 
Treasurer will not ridicule, and _whiel 


to banking, although it does HOt: t adve 
national banking. , | 


The fact that when war ( 
every nation in the world was 
pelled to discard all the old idea 
gard to the banking world, and of 
new polis by Bas the whole 


sible in financial matters as in x 
service on the battle-field, proves 


or about caloula 
as to how much gold makes a sovel 
or about where we are to act the. 


not last more than fas months. _ ae 


“Mr. LAZZARINI.—Exactly, Tt 
only the despised paper with no go 
hind it, which my friends opposi 
not seem to like, that was capable. of 


If we would only close up_ all -?p 
banking institutions, and have one 





Commonwealth behind it, 
finance anything. We could ¢ 0 
eredit of Australia for the pur OSE 
developing this young country | 





war. 






What is credit, about wh v 
In the comm reial f 











profits. 





































k, and immediately its con- 


= 


dur expenditure, and the returns 
derived from it are our future 


_ have a quotation dealing with 
ks from Theory and Credit, by Henry 
nning McLeod, of Trinity College, 
abridge, and the Inner Temple, Bar- 
ter-at-Law, Secretary of the Royal 
mmission on the Digest of Law on 
of Exchange, &c., honorary member 
e@ Juridical Society of Palermo and 
€ Sicilian Society of Political 


-of Political Economy of Paris, 
i the Royal Academy of Jurispru- 
ce of Legislation of Madrid. This 
what he says in regard to banking— 

The whole of this confusion and mystery is 
eleared away by simply observing that a bank 


merely a shop for the sale of credit, and 
the quantity of credit a bank will create is 
determined by. the ratio of the demand for 

payment in money compared with the total 
aged of eredit Sachs so 


a ate Ee dasamorte in ratio to the credit 
ereated. If it has, say, a capital of 
,000, and its average immediate re- 


Book: it can multiply the amount 
its credit. in respect of the other 
£4,000 indefinitely. The balance is never 
ealled upon. It was in this way that the 
mmonwealth Bank building in Sydney 
was erected. I understand that it 
cost £450,000, but not a penny was bor- 
‘rowed for the 7 purpose of building it. It 


tills than its clients called for, it 
aly paid the workmen out of its till 
is now the Commonwealth has 


_ JowEtr.— —I think we | ought to 
! eel on that system. 

. LAZZARINI.—We could build 
erra, or anything we like, on that 
f } in osEPH Coox.—That is captain No 
ork now! ~ 


_ from the sublime to the ridi- 
‘his is where work will give the 





is completed we have an asset 


i corresponding member of the. 





aE to Whee MiG do ake ome ae hob | 


ely 


to those who loaf on the toiler. 
“McLeod goes on to say— oS 
Bankers depend on the doctrine of chance 
just as insurance companies do. It is ar 
tically possible that all may demand payment — 
at once, as it is theoretically possible that all — 
persons insured may die at the one time.” _ be 
Some time ago, when we were dealing 
with the question of war service homes, — 
it was suggested that these homes ma 
be built by the issue of Commonwealth — 
notes. Thereupon the Treasurer inter- — 
jected, © That would mean building as 
houses for nothing.” He made a some 
what similar interjection this evening - 
when he affirmed that if notes were issued — 
in that fashion there would be no more 
work. I propose to quote one of the 
greatest authorities upon banking and ‘ 
financial matters in Great Britain—I re- © 
fer to McLeod—to show that the banks | 
do create these things out of nothing. if 
the Treasurer laughs at me for making. 
that statement, he dare not laugh at 
McLeod when he makes it. That autho- — 
rity says— fe 
The invention of cash credits has advanced 
the wealth of Scotland by centuries. We have | 
an enormous mass of exchangeable property — 
created out of nothing by the mere will of. b, 
the bank and its customers, which produces 
all the effects of solid gold and silver. And 
when it has done its “work it again vanishes 
into nothing at the will of the persons who. 
called it into existence, Hence we see the | 
mere will of man has created vast masses of — 
wealth out of nothing, and then, having served _ 
their purpose, they are de-created into nothing ~ 
from whence they came. They are melted 
into thin air. But the solid results are by no 
means faded. On the contrary, the solid re-— 
sults have been vast tracts of barren moor 
converted into smiling fields of waving corn, 
the manufacturer of Glasgow, Dundee, date 
Paisley, the unrivalled steam-ships of Clyde, - % 
great public works of all sorts, roads, hae : 
bridges, harbors, docks, and railways, and — 
many others, and poor young men into princely 
merchants. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—But the whole of that 


paper money was issued by private banks. i 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I did*not say that 
it was issued by national banks. Ore a 
_ Sir Josmpx Coox.—I think that this — 
little Bill deals with the proposed trans- — 
fer of’our notes to the Commonwealth - 
Bank, © ah 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—And I am dealing 
withthe tail of it. The honorable mem- — 
ber for Grampians’ (Mr. Jowett) has in- — 
hiro wtes that the Bape aes of which 







































































i hie iteon Geis was ees. aha ae 


vate banks.: I am perfectly aware of 
that. My complaint is that our private 
banks do convert a few of our young men 
into princely merchants. Were it not 

for our private banks we should not have 
the industrial hell to which reference has 
been made, 


Mr. Jowrrt.—The honorable member’s 
friend, Mr. Henry Dunning McLeod, 
does not say that. 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I know that. Only 
‘he other day when I advocated the 
ereation of a cash credit for the payment 
of the wheat guarantee, the Treasurer 
said that that would mean the same thing 
| ‘as the issue of notes. It would mean no- 
thing of the sort. We may put our paper 
into “circulation, but the actual currency, 
whether it be ecld, silver, or copper, is 
nothing more nor. less than tickets of 
admission tc the economic goods of life. 


Dr. Eartr Pace. — When the people 
had iron as their basis, it made a lot of 
difference in Sparta. 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—The records of 
_ those days are too meagre to enable us to 
say precisely what happened then. 
McLeod says— 

The essential business of a banker is to 
‘ereate and issue credits to circulate as money. 
I cannot for the life of me see any 

security behind the banking institutions 
of this country other than the united 
credit of its people, backed by the laws 
which are enacted for their protection in 
time of crisis. As that credit is created 
by the people it does not belong to the 
financial institutions, and should be 
‘manipulated for the benefit of the nation. 
Sir Josepa Coox.—We are going to do 
that under this Bill by transferring the 
‘control of our Commonwealth notes to 
the Commonwealth Bank. 


Cee 
eA that have upon the credit of Australia? 


| Sir JosepH Coox.—Has the honorable 
_ member read the Bill? 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—Yes. 


Sir JosrpnH Coox.—Then let him 
-eome down to earth and consider it a 





little. He has been upon the higher 
0 Taig for quite a long time. 

ae Bik LAZZARINI.—I_ have nearly 
finished. 





- J have still another quotation from the 
same authority, which puts the whole of 


our credit system i 
writer says— 


£4,000 to defray the cost. Instead of 


‘The paper money is issued by the islanc 


Government has not even an office at whi 


LAZZARINI.—What effect will. 


be: reserves, and so much ins the 


As an example of the power . . 
create new products, we may cite the 
ing instance. The States of Guernsey, 
determined to create a meat ~market, 


ing this sum at 5 per cent., the Go 
issued 4,000 cardboard tickets, on whicl 
inscribed Guernsey meat market notes: 
represented £1 each, and were legal curr 
by universal consent. With these. note 

paid the contractor, and with them he | 
his workmen, and all who supplied them 
materials. They were freely taken by 
tradesmen for goods, by landlords for 
by authorities for taxes. In due cour 
market was completed. The butchers’ 
with some public rooms over them, — 
an annual rent of £400, At the expirati 
the first year of this tenancy: the State: | 
in the first batch of notes numbered if 


money expressed by the ‘meat marke 
At the end of ten years all the notes w 
deemed through the application of ten y 
rental, In this way they built a very go 
market without paying any interest on bo 
rowed pene and without injatiae anybody 


may mention the abundance of. “paper 
in Guernsey as a great cause of 


vernment in the following way:—-Whe 
great undertaking has been entered 
the States, such, “for instance, as th 
of new roads, thexe is immediately 
of £l-notes. These are sent out as th 
proceeds, and as money is wanted. — WwW 
undertaking is completed and begins 
an income, the notes are brought — il 
and new undertakings are commenced. T 
notes are not payable on demand—indeed, + 


they can be presented. The people fi ad 
perience that their representatives” do 
issue the notes in greater abundance th 
demand for them justifies, and co 
no depreciation in their value is to b 
Moreover, the purposes for which the n 


the island, so that every one looks. upon 
as coming from a bank of which he igs. 
ner, Here, then, in the little island 
sey we have, perhaps, the only insta 
world of a really national bank—a 
which the whole property of the Stat 
security, and the profit of which is sha 
the people at large. By means of thi 
currency undertakings of. great © 
have been executed during the past 








Again, banks show in their bal 
that they possess so much in the 
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e McLeod says— 


increase their capital by receiving their own 
; in payment, by which they turn their 
otes into capital. But banks which do 
gsue notes may increase their capital in 
tly the same way. A customer of the 
“who has a balance to his credit is in 
<actly the same position as a note-holder. li 
wishes to subscribe to an increase of capi- 
1 by the bank, he simply gives the bank a 
cheque on his account. This is equally a re- 
lease from a debt as a payment in the bank’s 
notes, and an increase of capital. If the 
| has not sufficient in his account to 
r the stock he requires, he may bring 
bank bills to discount. The bank discounts 
bills by making a credit or deposit in his 
yur which, of course, is a negative quan- 
tity, like a bank-note. The customer then 
_ gives the bank a cheque on his account; that 
is, he releases the bank from the debt it has 
"created, and that debt released becomes the 
increase in capital. This is the way in which 
the capital of all joint stock banks increased, 
and it may go on to any extent without any 
‘payment in money, and} consequently, it is 
possible for any one who has not had access 
“the books of the bank to ascertain what 
oportion of the capital consists of payment 
‘money, and what portion consists of the 
1! own temporary credit turned into 
‘capital. | : 
here is another reason why banks fail 
‘often. I now desire to say something 
about the floating of loans abroad. We 
have heard much about the difficulty of 


ae rrowing in London and abroad. I, for 


float any more loans in London or any- 
here else out of Australia; indeed, my 
onder is that we ever floated any. 


What happens when we float loans 

broad? Our banking institutions being 
in private hands, and it being our habit 
follow the advice of expert bankers, 
e really refuse, under the system, to use 
ur own credit, or rather, and worse still, 
2 pay other pecple interest for using our 
n credit. Does any one say that the 
oney we borrow comes here? We are 
d that goods come by way of loan. 
hat is an old argument that was in use 
any years ago, more particularly as 
n European countries.. The idea 


£1,000.000 worth of goods, instead of 
yment being made here or in London 
the receiver of the goods, the buyer 
‘the goods here placed the money in 
bank to the credit of the Government, 
foreign money-lender liquidated 
‘broad. We were then supposed 
; goods by way of loan. When 








; i i ua a ‘ ae ‘i Ty inte 5 | , a q 
nerease their capital and their 


PeeMe re ig cs a. | d fi : 
Banks, therefore, which issue the notes may 


ne, hope and pray we may never be able. 


owing to Australia. 











we turn to the statistics from the colon- 
ization of Australia we find that from 
18269 to 1918 the imports to Australia 
were £2,137,141,000, and the exports — 
£2,297,062,000, not including gold. In 
the year 1917-1918 the excess of exports 
over imports was £160,000,000, which 
obviously means that there is that amount 
But we have floated 
loans to the extent of hundreds. of 
millions in England, not from the British ~ 
Government, or from the people, but from 
British money-lenders, very often Jew 
money-lenders, We sell our bonds on © 
the London market. What are these . 
bonds? They are pieces of paper, really, | 
bearing a promise to repay at a certain ~ 
date, and to pay interest until the prin- — 
cipal is liquidated. We sell those bonds 
through underwriters on the- London 
Stock Exchange, and speculators buy — 
them, and pass cheques to our agents, — 
who, in turn, pass cheques to the bank 
with which Australia does business. A 
record is made of the money in the bank, 
and then, say that £5,000,000 has been 
borrowed, that amount is cabled to Aus- — 
tralia, some bank being notified to lend © 
it to the Government. Whose money and 
whose credit is involved in this? Itis the — 
credit of the Australian nation, and noth- — 
ing else. . Financial experts may tell us, 
perhaps, that we have got the credit of 
Britain; but how can that be when we ~ 
pledge the credit of Australia to the 
extent of millions annually? These are — 
some of the things which make an — 
Australian-born sometimes angry. We — 
are too often told of what we owe to the 
Empire, and to people outside, and how © 
thankful: we ought to be. I am not here — 
to discuss the matter from that point of — 
view, but when men, born outside Aus- — 
tralia, come here, and have the effrontery _ 
to tell us that it is the Mother Country 
who has been financing us, and that we 
owe her hundreds of millions—that we — 
owe everything we have to somebody else ~ 
—it is time something was said on behalf — 
of Australia. : . aie 
I see that my time has now expired, — 
and I move— Sine | DCN 
That all the words after ‘‘ now” be omitted, — 
with a view to inserting, ‘‘ withdrawn for the — 
purpose of its recasting and immediate re- 
introduction with more comprehensive clauses — 
to provide for the nationalization of banking ~ 
in order— . ea ta 
(a) to relieve the taxpayer'of the heavy — 
_ burden which will accrue from pay- 
ing interest on future loans; 














) to provide credits ‘ carry on Com- 


monwealth and State undertakings; 
(e) to provide cash credits for rural in- 
dustries in order to release primary 
producers from the grip of the finan- 
cial institutions; 
{d} to consolidate the National Debt and 
put it on a sound footing; 


fe} to make proper financial] provision for. 


the nation to honour its. obligations 
in full to returned soldiers.’’ 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [9.25].— 
Ever since it was first intimated that this 
measure was to be 
taken a great interest in ‘the subject. I 
was somewhat amazed t6 read the views 
of the contributor, ‘‘ Serutator, ? to the 
financial columns of thé Ar gus in regard 
to the financial intentions of the Trea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) when the right 
honorable gentleman announced that he 
proposed to submit a Banking Bill. Of- 
course, the provisions of the Bill then 
contemplated were somewhat different 
from those in the measure before us. the 
highly contentious clauses having been 
eliminated. 


Sir JOSEPH Coox.—Only on one point. 


Mr. MAKIN.—That contributor to the 
_ Argus did not then speak in ‘he kindest 
_ terms of, the Treasurer’s proposals, but 
- the Melbourne papers of this morning 
gave the Bill their blessing; and we read 
such comments as this— 
The Bill will, therefore, meet with no ob- 


-jections, except from those who aim at social- 
izing all institutions and business, and who 


are not particular what price the public may | 


pay in the way of special privilege for the 
concerns of Government. 
It is rather amusing to read comments 
of that description; but it is a tragedy 
when we recognise the great impositions 
im the form of interest which we have 
had to pay to the great money-lords of 
this and other countrres for financial 
accommodation during recent years. Be- 
fore I sit down I shall give a résumé of 
the conditions and circumstances that 
- govern private banking institutions in 
their relation to the public concerns of 
Australia and also point out the great 


ry that could be exercised if the ~ 


| Cogan of the country, both in war 
and peace, were conducted by medium of 
a national banking institution. 


ge Josnry Door —Who> are those 


#s, Mr. MAKIN. iid ia has only to Igok 
) at the, directorates He some of the private 


-bankin 


: directorates, there are men. cae "tle. ne 


introduced I have 


-but it is because of the false econo! 


‘circumscribed by all kinds o 
_ tions, if 
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others who certainly are pyle on the — 
hard earnings of iE 
extracting profit through “the ‘me 
of interest, while giving no 
pro quo. In view of the amend 
submitted by the honorable me 
for - Werriwa (Mr., Lazzarini) — ib: 
that the nation is going to be 
to right ‘itself financially. , I belies 
there is a way out of the great difficultie 
which confront this and almost, e 

other country of the world; and 
by the people themselves taking i 
and financing their own operations 
poueyiae ae onane te from the pressur 


Nac aree asked, te “What Wet) 
the Commonwealth Bank been t 
worker ?’’ My reply would be that 
relieved him of impositions which 


wise would have been placed on hi 
shoulders, because, when all is said = 


Mr. MAKIN. ay quite reobertiae E a 


system which prevails. The Com 
wealth Bank has unfortunately : 


and has not been © 
operate to the full extent whi h 
first desired. for it. Conseq 
to-day, the circumstances are su 
it has not been able to relieve 
tion to the full, although it has ass 31 
to do so in some measure. It is the 
that saved this country from fin 
ruin at the beginning of the war 





AD ial crisis ad even bankruptcy, ean 
ute) 


ak nay aly the medium of 


d been naying attention to the 
of the honorable member for Wer- 
and had listened to the honor- 
member’s amendment, he, 4s a 
usiness man, would have seen 
ee: way that could be done. The 






































that they b puild- “up as wealth pro- 
This ean be best done ve 


faplets monopoly of the Bugacial 
e ations of the nation, and be able to 


n which accrue from the paying of 
xterest on loans, by providing credits to 
arry on the Commonwealth and State 
. and cash credits for ‘rural 


ntions, by consolidating the national 
and putting it on a sound footing, 


he nation to honour its obligations 
‘The financial institutions of the 


ee Coox.—As I understand 
, you believe in the complete abolition 
Interest? 


D vate banking institutions, and a 
plete monopoly for the’ Common- 
Bank, or a National Bank that 


Josurn Coox. ._—Therefore, for be- 
ey 











why one section of private 
lers haitd: ‘be able to extract 
10 per cent. interest on the 
; lace in a banking institu- 





) people, wht are ordinary . 





















depositors in the bank, receive only 3% — 
per cent. I cannot see any justification — 
for the wide margin between those cir- 
cumstances. The Western Australian 
Bank has paid as high as 20 per cent. sae 
way of dividend. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—They are not charging 
that in interest to their customers. 


Mr. MAKIN.—That is interest ‘upon’ 
the capital that their shareholders have 
invested in the proposition. The private — 
banking institutions really have no high — 
standard of principle from the national © 
stand-point. They have no particular © 
country. All countries from which they — 
can extract profit and interest are alike — 
to them. They are creatures without a 
conscience. They are extracting interest — 
from the people, and not providing the — i 
people with an equivalent in return, 


The Treasurer has stated that the present 
unenviable position occupied by Australia 
in London, in the matter of meeting its | 
liabilities, and securing credits there, is 
not due to any disrepute in which Aus- 
tralia herself stands. but is caused by 
the banks which have permitted large 
purchases to be made, while temporarily - 
there has been a dearth of credit on the | 
part of the banks in London. Ley ase) 
claimed in London that Australia should 
export her gold to establish credits there. 
That is a proposition by means of wit | 
the private banking institutions are en-— 
deavouring to make a personal conveni- 
ence of what is a national asset, ebb nea 
ing the stability of this country. Tam) 
satisfied that Australia does not stand in 
a position of disrepute with other coun- — 
tries because of anything for which she — 
herself has been responsible. It is the — 
private banking institutions and other ! 
financial mediums that have been respon- 
sible for producing these very undesirable : 
circumstances to the detriment of the 
people of the Commonwealth. Tt: is; as. 
well to take into consideration the profits 
that have been made by the private 
banks, so that the people may under- — 
stand just how they are being imposed 
upon, and appreciate the fact that each 
year sees them in greater difficulties than — 
before, so that, instead of being able to 
get out’ of the morass into which they 
have unfortunately allowed themselves to — 
slip, they are becoming more deeply in- | 
volved, as” is Bees on. The os 
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: tabulated statement shows the toenee 
tions of seven of the Associated Banks of 





[REPRESENTATIVE 


A Anaeeeen, for the seven ye rs 
from 1912 to 1919:— — 





bance Profits, Dividends. Reserves. 
. £ £ £ eG 
Bank of Australasia 3,419,749 | 2,638,000 | 3,227,823 | 
“Commercial Bank of Tasmania 359,118. 261,718 213,886 | 
The Western Australian Bank 445,987 375,000 732,971 
English, Scottish and Australian Bank 873,258 873,258 653,935 ag 
Bank of Queensland (after reconstruction) 107,259 81,000 26,259 | 
Royal Bank of Australia \. 423,323 | ‘227,000 373,995 
Bank of Adelaide 621,092 | 425,000 |.» 616,571 | 
. 6,249,786 | 4,880,976 | 5,845,440 | 





These are the figures for only seven bauks 
out of the eighteen Associated Banks. The 
Insurance and Banking Record gives a 
complete summary for eighteen of the 
Associated Banks of Australia. I propose 
later to give their balance-sheets for last 
year, in order to convey to the public 
‘some idea of the extent of their opera- 
tions. These great fortunes are secured 
out of the hard earnings and the produc- 

_ tion of the people. If such fortunes can 
be amassed as a result of the unwarranted 
profits that are made by controlling our 
financial credits and providing a conveni- 
ent system of bookkeeping, it is about 
time that the nation took over the con- 
trol in the interests of tne whole of the 

people. 


‘Sir Josupn Coox.—I suggest that the 


honorable member ask leave to continue 
his remarks at, a later stage. 

Mr. MAKIN.—I respond to the 
Treasurer’s suggestion, and ask leave to 
continue my remarks at a later stage. 

Leave oeaeigied debate carellinniseee 


ELECTORAL (WAR- TIME) REPEAL : 


BILL. 
‘Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [9.48].—I move— 
_ That this Bill be now read a second time. 


_ The Bill repeals the Commonwealth 


explanation of it is necessary, 
_ Mr, Fewron.—It is designed to remove 
certain disabilities? 9 > 

Mr. POYNTON.¥es. 
. Bee tion sahere in sea: affirmative. 








a — 
~— 


_ Electoral (War-time) Act, and no further : 


3 Mat age which ras it is ¢ 
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from Pern iiben without amendmen 


port adopted. 
Standing Orders suspended Bi 
a third time. | 
_ ORDNANCE BUILDING 
- BRISBANE. ae 


to the Parliamentary Stemi hie @ On 
Public Works for their report thereon, vi: ab 

Ordnance and other Defence buildings er 
Kelvin Grove, Brisbane, Quesndeags ee 


already erected Ordnance Stores 
hardt, Sydney, and are building 
stores at Seymour, Victoria. Th 
also authorized recently the erectic 


Perth, aes Australia, and 
proposing now to enter upon a 
work in Queensland. 


sary ‘owing to” the siederuee of 
sent Ordnance Store accommodé 
Brisbane, which is equal to onl 
third of the requirements. The 
themselves are unsuitable. They w 
designed for the purpose, and a 
efficiently equipped. Great. quanti 
goods are at present stored in drill | 
and rented premises. The drill hi 
now required for training _purpos 
the amount paid in rentals is £1, 










Mf 
ne 


| o Roncer a 
stores are housed in unsuitable 


ce Evome! for these stores com- 
a portion of the defence area now 


to the accommodation of the En-. 


“The fact 


The total eel cost of the: wor 


Excavation and preparation of — 
Site pe 

Ordnance Store block 

Small Arms Ammunition Store 
Administration Office block 
Luncheon room block 
Lavatory block 
Unserviceable Goods Store 


18: SHO, 041, and the details are as -fol- 
low :— 


4,200 OF ; 
26,071 10 


3, 840. 
2, 008 
910 


351 10. 


856 


0 
‘ONS04 
0 0 


ia 
et 


Inflammable Goods Store 
Machinery room (for lifts) 
Fencing and gates 
Formation of roads 

Storm water drains’... 
Water supply hydrants 
Electric lighting 

Electric supply mains 
Electrical installation—lifts 
Lifts 

Sprinkler system 
Contingencies 


470 
175 

240 

672 

sii OOS 
1,058 
482 
750 

265 
3,500 
3,000 
3,500 


| 53,041 0 
In accordance with the provisions of the 


° = 


and Artillery Depét at Kelvin 
d a small area of land adjoining 

is proposed to acquire. The 

igs generally will be’ erected with 
walls, concrete floors, and iron roofs, 
] be similar in type, but of smaller 
sions, to the Ordnance Stores build- 


oe 


coooooo 


at 


oo 


New South, Wales. 
buildings and works comprise the 
if —Excavation of. site, Ordnance 


S gone eeece sess 


f 
x 


A 


Adr Public Works eCommittee Act, I submit 
: Bock, Silos block, Unserviceable 


ie Go ds Store, Inflammable Goods Store, 
machinery room, fencing and gates, for- 
mation of. roads, water supply, storm 
water drains, electrical installation, lifts, 


the plans, specifications, and estimates of 
the proposed work, and I ask the House 
to agree to the reference to the Public my 
Works Committee. We 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


fire-prevention services. - House adjourned at 9.55 p.m. 
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